
Soil Quality Enhancement Activity – SQL05 – Use of Deep Rooted Crops to Break 
up Soil Compaction 
 
Louisiana Criteria 
 
Crops that have been identified as being capable of alleviating soil compaction include: 
 

• Alfalfa (Medicago Sativa) 
• Annual ryegrass (Lolium multiflorum) 
• Barley (Hordeum vulgare) 
• Forage radish (or Tillage radish) (Raphanus sativus) 
• Hairy Vetch (Vicia villosa) 
• Rapeseed (Brassica rapa) 
• Red Clover (Trifolium pretense) 
• Sorghum-Sudangrass (Sorghum bicolor X S. bicolor var. Sudanese) 
• Sunn Hemp (Crotalaria juncea) 
• White Sweetclover (Melilotus alba) and Yellow Sweetclover (Melilotus 

officinalis) 
 


