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Choctaw Stewardship is taking care of the Earth . From Nanih Waiya  to Chucalissa and beyond , practice good  stewardship!   
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           Date April  2013 

Defensive posturing  of a  killdeer  protecting her nest.      photos by T.W. Oakes USDA NRCS  
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Get Ready for Spring! 
This spring most of us expect to see wildlife activity 
around our homes and garden sites .This past year , a 
Killdeer (sometimes referred to as a Kill Dee because 
of the sound they make) was spotted  defending her 
home at the MBCI Office of Juvenile Justice Green 
Reentry garden site (Osapausi Amasalichi (little gar-
den of healing) in the Pearl River Community . The 
killdeer is North America’s most well-known plover, 
although many people know the killdeer without un-
derstanding its family affiliation. The killdeer can be 
common around human developments, frequently 
seen on playing fields, parking lots, and other unnatu-
ral habitats according to the (National Geographic 
book Complete Birds of North America, 2006 ). Later 
we were able to see that she had successfully hatched  
three offspring .  

Contributed by: The USDA NRCS Ms Choctaw Field 
Office and the MBCI  Department of Natural Re-
sources , Choctaw Mississippi .    

Inside Story 
 Garden Season Started March  18th  for  the Spring 
Applicants that applied at MBCI  Department of 
Natural Resources spring garden program.  There will 
be new applications for the Fall Garden Program  
available sometime this summer.  See Page 3 

USDA  Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Three Killdeer eggs located in the upper left side of the photo.  

http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/product/books/animals-and-nature/animals-and-wildlife/national-geographic-complete-birds-of-north-america?code=NG90300�
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Arial View of MBCI Department of Natural Resources, Agricultural Center 

For More Information  
 The Choctaw  Farmers Market is located on the right 
or the south side of Ag Center road..( Building in the 
center of Photo) 

MBCI Department of Natural Resources Office and 
USDA/NRCS is  on the north side of Agriculture 
Drive . 

We are located  North  on  Black Jack Road,  1 mile 
North of the Water Park just across the entrance to 
Lake Pushmataha.     

Cane Planting  Season Ends Soon!  
Over the past few years on Tribal lands we have 
increased the availability of Arundinaria gigan-
tea or Swamp Cane as it is known to many of us 
in the southeast . It is also known as Cane  Fish-
ing-pole Cane, Mutton Grass, Rivercane,  Switch 
cane, Wild Bamboo. With great assistance from 
Dr. Brian S. Baldwin of Mississippi State Uni-
versity, we have been able to learn how to propa-
gate, grow and enhance swampcane ramets for 
use in field restoration projects. The Young Men 
of the Graduating 8th grade class of MBCI 
Tucker School are shown here planting cane  in a 
appropriate area on school grounds. The cane 
was donated by the MBCI Department of Natu-
ral Resources and the USDA/NRCS Mississippi 

Students planting Swamp Cane plants in the Tucker Community.  

Examining Swamp Cane ( Arundinaria gigantea ) for Cultural use. 
Seven  year old planted Stand of Arundinaria gigantea 
on Tribal lands on the Pearl river .  



Consider Planting More Wildlife Food Plots 
Page 3 

The establishment of food plots on the MBCI  property can serve to increase the size and overall health of the 
resident eastern wild turkey ( Meleagris gallopavo silvestris) population, white-tailed deer population 
(Odocoileus virginianus), and mourning dove (Zenaida macroura) population, as well as increase the viewing 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  o u t d o o r s m e n  w h o  f r e q u e n t  t h e  T r i b a l  p r o p e r t y . 
The two types of food plots used in wildlife management are nutrition and harvest plots.  While nutrition plots 
are designed to maximize their nutritional value for target wildlife species, and harvest plots are designed to 
maximize the hunter opportunity created by the food plot, most food plots provide both superior nutrition and 
excellent wildlife viewing/hunting opportunity.  The food plots on the Tribal property will provide superior 
nutrition for targeted wildlife species and excellent hunting opportunities because they are designed with ecol-
ogically and agriculturally sound principals and practices.  

White Tail Deer Harvested by Tribal members on the Lands of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians over the past few years were on display 
during the 2011 Choctaw Wildlife Jamboree .   

2013 Choctaw Farmers’ Market Opening Soon!  

2013 Choctaw Farmers’ Market 
will open June 18, 2013 at 8:30 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
 
continued on page 4 
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The Choctaw Farmers’ Market is now accepting applications for all farmers interested in selling produce for extra 
income.  We strongly encourage and want tribal members to participate.  If you are interested in participating, 
you may contact Gilbert Thompson, or Candy Jimmie at 601-656-2070 or you may stop by the office for a Choctaw 
Farmers market schedule .  
 
MARKET DAYS: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday.   
 
MARKET PLACE: 
Department of Natural Resources - Choctaw Farmers’ Market Building on Blackjack Road, across from Lake Push-
mataha. It’s the Red Brick Building.  
 
SPECIAL DAYS: 
 
We will be open on Friday, July 5, 2013. 
We will be open during the Fair Week.  
 
MOBILE MARKET SCHEDULE 
NOTE: We may not get all of the communities due to funding or vegetable availability. 
 
June 21, 2013  Bogue Chitto  10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.     Gym 
June 28, 2013  Bogue Homa  10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.     Gym 
July 5, 2013  Conehatta  10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.     Gym 
July 19, 2013  Crystal Ridge              10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.     Gym 
July 26, 2013  Red Water  10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.     Gym 
August 2, 2013  Standing Pine              10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.     Gym 
August 16, 2013 Tucker                10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.     Gym 
 
NUTRITION PROGRAM 
We will have nutrition program on Tuesdays.  All programs are given by WIC’s Registered Dietician, Diabetes Pro-
gram, and MSU Extension Agents.   
 
Events for this year: 
All events begin at 10 a.m. unless otherwise stated.  Some topics may change. 
 
June 18, 2013  Opening Day - Handouts on how to use veggies and fruits.  
June 25, 2013  Recipes and Taste Test 
July 16, 2013  Preserving your own Produce  
July 30, 2013  Cooking Demonstration 
August 13, 2013 Open 
August 27, 2013 Headstart Kids Activities 
 
 
ALL SENIORS, ELDERLY, and DISABLED tribal members contact the WIC Department at 601-389-6337 to 
see if you are eligible to receive a voucher to purchase fruits and vegetables at the market or if you have 
any questions and comments that you would like make.   
 
REMEMBER.  The Department of Natural Resources Employees does not handle any applications regarding 
eligibility to participate in the market, so we cannot assist you with your questions about the vouchers. 
 
Any complaints, comments, and suggestions are welcomed and may do so by contacting the Market Man-
ager, Gilbert Thompson at 601-656-2070 and know that it will be remained confidential.   



Page 5 

Choctaw Central High School’s Chahta Warriors Team #590 

 Participated in the Peachtree Regional FIRST Robotics Competition 
Submitted by:  Tracey Hartness NASA  Teacher Enhancement Center  

 

The Choctaw Central High School robotics team competed in the Peachtree Regional Robotics Competition 
in Duluth, Georgia, March 14-16. The “Chahta Warriors” problem solved to overcome technical robotics 
problems scoring well in the qualifying rounds. 

 

Sixty teams representing eight states battled with their robots during the intense competition. The competi-
tion is designed to inspire recognition in science and technology. Over a period of six short weeks, students 
team up with professional engineers and programmers to design, build and program a machine to accom-
plish certain specified tasks. Chahta Warrior team members worked hard two nights a week and on Satur-
days during the build season. Their hard work and dedication paid off. 

More important than the awards, our team members experienced, first hand, the value of professionalism, 
teamwork, and dedication. Many are now enthusiastic about potential careers in engineering and technol-
ogy. 

The team is grateful to the mentors and sponsors for making it possible to continue the robotics program at 
Choctaw Central High School. Their support on this project has a direct bearing on its success. 

 

This year Chahta Warriors Team #590 was sponsored by NASA’s John C. Stennis Space Center and Tera-
data Corporation. 

For more information about the Chahta Warriors or FIRST Robotics, please visit our team website at 
www.choctaw.org/robotics. 

 
 

http://www.choctaw.org/robotics�


Helping People Help the Land! 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, 

marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any 

public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large 

p r i n t ,  a u d i o t a p e ,  e t c . )  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  U S D A ' s  T A R G E T  C e n t e r  a t  ( 2 0 2 )  7 2 0 - 2 6 0 0  ( v o i c e  a n d  T D D ) . " 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, 

Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service  

Mississippi Choctaw Field Office   

Phone 601-656-9679 or 601-656-2070   

MBCI Department of Natural Resources  or USDA/NRCS  

116 Black Jack Road  

Agricultural Center Drive  

Choctaw  MS  39350 

Phone 601-656-9599 or 601-656-2070 
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