
Choctaw Stewardship News 
 Caugh t  I n  A  Maze !   See  Harves t  Fe s t  page  4                                       

Choctaw Stewardship is taking care of the 

Stewardship Definitions  

Cultural Significant Plants:  Grown on all 
continents and are used by all ethnicities. 
Historically, humans have appropriate 
plants for numerous cultural uses. 

Rip Rap :  A rock or other material used to 
armor or protect the bank of a stream or 
waterway . In our case a outlet into a side 
drain or road culvert.  

http/plants.usda.gov :  Website location to 
locate many interesting facts on plants .  

In Cooperation and Understanding With  

    MBCI Department of Natural Resources 

           Newsletter Date November  2012 

Upcoming events:  

 USDA  Native American Heritage Month is 
November 2012 For more information contact  
Timothy Oakes at 601-656-9679 free school 
programs and posters . Set your date today. 

Veterans Day Parade Nov 10th 2012  

4-H Thanksgiving Expressive Arts Contest 

Call Virginia Willis for more information at 
601-656-2070   

We hope you enjoy our Newsletter . If you 
would like to have more information on our 
services please contact our editing staff  

Timothy Oakes  :   Editor–  601- 656-9679 

Candy Jimmy : Assisting Editor    601=656-2070 

. Tribal School Students Celebrating “Harvest Fest “at Natural Resources .  :photo by T.W. Oakes USDA NRCS  

Many a small thing has been made large by the right kind of advertising . Mark Twain  

Food, Medicine and Life  
submitted by: Timothy Oakes USDA/NRCS 

For over a thousand years we have learned to use plants for food ,clothing ,medicine, shelter, 
and ceremonies and erosion control.   The USDA/NRCS is pleased to announce that with 
your continued support and sharing of knowledge , we are updating our website at 
http/plants.usda.gov. In the below picture on the left hand side ,you can see the plant topic 

 “ Culturally Significant” select it on the website and it will take you to a list of  common and 
scientific names, then select PDF file and this is what you will see.    Many of us .. (See food, 
Medicine and  Life on page 2) 

Inside Story : Day Labor Assist in Tribal 
Conservation Practices (see page 3) 
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 Food, Medicine, and Life…..continued  from page 1 

 

know of skilled craftspeople within each Tribe that use the 
plants that the Creator gave us to survive and make life 
more prosperous.  Many often wonder how to use or even 
recognize the plants that were once abundant in our area.  

There are those I see today that are caught up in the new 
“Just TEXT me” way of life. It is a shame so many  have 
stopped listing to our elders. They do not understand that 
many elders struggled through very hard times but contin-
ued to pass down the knowledgeable use of these plants. 
You may find that one day you will be without that elder 
person to guide you. At least by their giving grace and 
sacrifice ,we hope to educate others by adding this infor-
mation to the website   ( http.usda.plants.gov ) about cul-
turally significant plants. I am thankful to all of you that 
have supported us in sharing this information . If you 
would like to learn more about plants or how you can 
assist, just contact us or call at 601-656-9679 or come by 
the office located at 116 Black Jack Road ( Ag Center 
Drive /Greenhouse ) across from Lake Pushmataha .   

   

Arial View of MBCI Department of Natural Resources, Agricultural Center 

Our Office Location :   

The Mississippi Choctaw Field Office is located at 
the  MBCI Department of Natural Resources Offices 
on the north side of Agriculture Drive  

USDA/ Natural Resources Conservation Service  

Drive North  on  Black Jack Road,  1 mile North of 
the Water Park just across the entrance to Lake Push-
mataha.     

 

Brantley Willis locates a large stand of Sable Minor 
(commonly known as palmetto ) to be photograph for 
the USDA Plant Guides Culturally Significant plants 
section .  
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The MBCI Day Labor Crew assisting in Rock Riprap placement in a drain . Working with them Tim Oakes, USDA –NRCS   Mississippi Choc-
taw Field Office ,and the MBCI Department of Natural Resources  on planting Hickory King White Corn as a potential source for making 
hominy . Hickory King , Cherokee and Zuni Corn were planted By DNR for experimental use this spring has been harvested as a test crop.  

Recently we were able to complete a few more soil erosion projects and harvest of a White Corn ( Hominy Corn ) test plot here at the Agricul-
tural Center. (See page four on more day labor projects ).  

I am pleased to give a special thanks to the  new “ Choctaw Day Labor Program” in providing a number of workers to assist in the ending har-
vest. In addition I would like to commend Chief Phyllis J. Anderson and her staff for the innovative move or establishment of this program and 
their Director Mark Patrick  for his ready on the spot call for needed assistances. “Good Job to All !   

Here are a few pictures of the  Day Labor Force in action. Thanks again and all the best!  

 

Appling Filter Cloth and Native Clay stone to the site was labor intensive , then we applied , seed ,fertilizer and hay mulch to finish up .  



Page 4 

 

DRN Host Harvest Fest  

  

This was a great year to celebrate the harvest at the MBCI Farmers Market , home of the Natural Resources .  MBCI Depart-

ment of Natural Resources ,USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, and MSU Extension  expanded the festivities with 
the addition of a Corn Maze. Kids and adults were caught up in the excitement of the 3 day event . Over 1000 students , pre-
school to first grades and some  Elder Adults were treated or tricked into a day of fun.  Those participating in Harvest Fest this 
year were, The MBCI Department of Chahta ImmI made small fry bread for the kids ,   The MBCI Department of Wildlife& 
Parks Acting Director  Mitzi Reed showed Wildlife animals and reptiles ,  MBCI Youth Opportunity Program ,Diabetes Pre-
vention Group and Early Childhood ( Candies ) SDPI Program , and  a Special Thanks to  Samihah Jim (Harvest Fest De-
signer) Gilbert Thompson  Director of DNR , Brantley Willis  Agricultural coordinator , Virginia Willis , Candy Jimmy, Karla 
Keats , Ronald Gibson , Earline Willis, Caroline Dixon , (Face painting)  Ricky Willis , Ronny Willis , Johnny Dixon , Randy 
Tubby  , Mark Willis , Grant Ben,   Madge Issac , Vivian Ben  , Debra Bell, Darry Williams , and all the other volunteers .    

Hay Rides were the big excitement for the day!  DNR ( Randy Tubby) 
is shown here operating one of the five tractors and trailers loaded 
with participants  

Students receive information  about the Corn /Maze or Tanchi 
from Jim McAdory MSU Tribal Agent  on the way back from the 
lake.  

Teachers were encouraged  to take photos of the event . The Haunted 
Corn Maze was another great adventure for kids and adults.  

 

For some kids it was short walk . 
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                                                   See Harvest Fest  page 6  

Kindergartners had a chance to scream and out run the first graders Some classes took time to figure out the right pathway to take . 

Some teachers needed to support students that sometimes ask for help.   It was a good day for a hay ride. 



Helping People Help the Land! 

Continued  from page 5  Harvest Fest  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, dis-

ability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or 

because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET 

Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD)." 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service  

Mississippi Choctaw Field Office   

Phone 601-656-9679 or 601-656-2070   

Contact us at : choctawstewardshipnews@gmail.com 

  Virginia Willis and  4-H volunteers did face painting  while Debra Bell cooks up another batch of Pop Corn  ( Photos by Ronald Gibson) 

Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 

The Department of Natural Resources & USDA/NRCS  

116 Black Jack Road  

Agricultural Center Drive  

Choctaw  MS  39350 

Phone 601-656-9599 or 601-656-2070 
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