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Considering Cultural Resources on your Conservation Project

New Hampshire’s landscape contains a wealth of information about our historic heritage. 

To ensure that this heritage is not lost NRCS takes into consideration that there may be cultural resources that can be preserved or documented in the area of your conservation project.
What is a Cultural Resource?
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The term Cultural Resource can be applied to any prehistoric or historic district, site, building, structure, or object included in, or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), including artifacts, records, and material remains related to such a property or resource, but may also have a broader usage relating to historic significance not included in National Register criteria. In other words, certain sites buildings or structures may have historic significance or yield valuable information to historians or archaeologists even if those resources are not eligible to be included in the NRHP.

Why consider Cultural Resources?
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Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires all federal agencies to take cultural resources under consideration in their activities. All undertakings that disturb the ground have the potential to impact cultural resources. NRCS starts this compliance requirement by making an investigation of the records that show the locations of known cultural resources to determine if the conservation practice being applied on your land will have an impact on any of those resources. Trained NRCS staff may also need to conduct a walkover survey on your property where the conservation practice is planned to identify any indicators of the presence of cultural resources. These surveys are not intensive and usually require only a few hours or less to complete. If indicators of cultural resources are found a more complete investigation conducted by a qualified archaeologist may be needed and is done at no expense to the landowner.
If any cultural resources of significance are found on your property, NRCS will discuss with you how any adverse effects to them can be avoided and how to proceed. This may involve avoiding, redesigning, establishing protective buffers around the area or excavation of the resource. Any articles of historic or prehistoric significance always remain the property of the landowner. However, landowners must comply with New Hampshire state laws regarding cemeteries and human remains. 
Cultural Resources provide a way to understand our past. When Native Americans were the only inhabitants of this region, there was no written history of their culture. The only evidence we have of their existence is the physical remains of their activities. To lose that evidence would rob us all of a richer historic heritage.

For more information contact:
New Hampshire Division of Historic Resources, 19 Pillsbury Street - 2nd floor
Concord, NH 03301-3570, preservation@dcr.nh.gov, 603-271-3483 / FAX 603-271-3433, Voice/TDD RELAY ACCESS: 1-800-735-2964
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