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Animal Enhancement Activity – ANM34- Leave standing grain crops un-
harvested to benefit wildlife 
 

 
Enhancement Description 
Implement a crop management plan that will allow 
a portion of grain crops to be left in fields un-
harvested to provide food and cover for wildlife 
during winter months.  
 
Land Use Applicability 
Cropland 
 
Benefits 
Row crops such as corn and soybeans can be a very 
important food source for wildlife.  Waste grain left 

after harvest is used throughout the winter by many species, although under ice or snow cover, 
this grain may be unavailable to wildlife. One remedy is to leave a portion of the crop field un-
harvested.  Rows of these crops located on the edges of fields are often less productive from a 
crop production standpoint, but they can be very productive for wildlife. Corn is especially good 
for this purpose since it is held above winter snow and remains available all winter.  Grain crops 
such as sorghums, sunflower, wheat, and oats also provide a food source for wildlife.   
 
Not using herbicides on the crops that will be left un-harvested will provide additional food and 
cover benefits.  This has the added benefit of reducing the amount of herbicides that are applied 
to fields.  Allowing annual weeds such as foxtail, lamb’s quarter, smartweed, and common 
ragweed to grow among the rows of un-harvested crops will provide an additional food source as 
well as cover.  Weeds in soybeans are particularly important as food and cover for wildlife.  
Since, compared to corn or small grains, soybeans provide relatively little cover.   
 
Conditions Where Enhancement Applies 
This enhancement applies only to cropland where grain crops such as corn, soybean, sorghum, or 
small grains are grown. 
 
Criteria  

1. Leave a minimum of ½ acre of un-harvested, standing grain crops for each 40 acres of 
cropland. The ½ acre plots shall be located in a single location on the 40 acre unit and 
additional ½ acre plots shall be located on different 40 acre units, respectively.  

2. Locate the un-harvested crops adjacent to permanent cover such as brushy fencerows, 
field borders, forest land, or wetlands (this does not include newly established trees, 
windbreaks, or shelterbelts). 
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3. Leave un-harvested crops standing over winter until it is time to prepare the soil for 
planting the new crop.  
 

Adoption Requirements 
This enhancement is considered adopted when the ratio of un-harvested grain crop to standing 
crop in the criteria above is left in the selected area. 
 
Documentation Requirements  

1. A map showing the location(s) where crops are left un-harvested, 
2. The type(s) of crops grown and left un-harvested each year, and 
3. The acreage of un-harvested crops. 
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