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From the Director

Fiscal year 2009 presented many challenges for the NDCSMC as well as the
states. Successful implementation of the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act (ARRA) was pushed to the forefront on everyone’s plates.
Not only did ARRA dollars add projects for NRCS, the annual appropria-
www.ndesme.nres.usda.gov tions for watersheds in FY 2009 also increased. As a result, the NDCSMC
had to find other ways to accomplish the NRCS mission.

We're on the web!!

In this issue you will find information about many new and exciting endeavors that have
been implemented to carry out the NRCS mission. The first nationwide IDIQ for engi-
neering services, a new license agreement with ASTM, renewal of the national CAD li-
cense, fillable EAP forms being made available on the web, stream design tools being
made available on the web, and staff serving on special assignment from Secretary Vil-
sack.

The map below depicts the number of requests for which the NDCSMC provided assis-
tance in FY 2009. Not shown on this map is two requests that were completed in
Alaska. A total of 156 requests for assistance were completed in FY 2009. We will con-
tinue to strive to assist you in the planning, design, and construction of complex engi-
neering projects. We look forward to fiscal year 2010!

FY-09 NDCSMC Assistance
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Emergency Action Plans: Electronic “Fillable Form”
Template Available & Workshops Being Planned

/ Owners and operators
of high hazard dams
have a responsibility to
develop emergency

action plans (EAP) and to keep them

current. These plans are developed to
reduce the risk to loss of life and
property if the dam fails. Many dam
owners may not know where to start
in developing EAPs or what to include
in them.

In 2004, the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and the
Association of State Dam Safety Offi-
cials (ASDSO) launched a joint effort
to develop a sample EAP for earthen
high hazard dams. A multi-agency
work group was formed. This work
group gathered good examples of
EAPs from various state and federal
agencies, solicited “lessons learned”
from persons who had experienced
activations of their EAPs, and devel-
oped a draft sample EAP that was
routed for comment to many groups
and organizations.

Based upon the information gathered
and comments received, NRCS revised
agency policy relating to content and
format of EAPs and prepared a final
sample EAP. An electronic “fillable
form” template, instructions, and
helpful hints to prepare site specific
EAPs were also developed.

The electronic “fillable form” tem-
plate may be edited as necessary to
adapt the format and content as nec-
essary to meet state or local require-
ments and site specific situations.

The “fillable form” and detailed in-
structions for completing the EAP are
posted at:
www.ndcsme.nrcs.usda.gov.

ASDSO will be offering two hands-on
workshops focusing on EAPs. These
workshops are tentatively scheduled
for February and June 2010. These
workshops will assist dam owners,
sponsors, and operators learn the
reasons an EAP is needed and assist in
development of their own EAPs.

National IDIQ Developed

The first ever NRCS nationwide Indefinite Delivery, Indefinite Quantities (IDIQ)
contract was awarded for architect and engineering (A-E) services. Six con-
tracts were awarded, each with four major categories: Dam Assessments,
Engineering Design, Independent Review, and Construction Manage-

ment. The six firms awarded were AMEC, Black and Veatch, Gannett-Fleming,

HDR, Kleinfelder, and URS.

States can request proposals for work from any one of these six firms and
subsequently issue task orders for the work after total cost has been negoti-
ated. The NDCSMC plans on utilizing this IDIQ for design reviews. National
Bulletin 210-10-4 provides additional guidance that will assist states in

streamlining design reviews.

Your contact is David Pacheco. Additional information and guidance is avail-
able on a national SharePoint site at https://nrcs.sc.egov.usda.gov/mgmt/csd/

NRCS Architect Engineering Services IDIQ Master Co/Forms/Allltems.aspx.

Welcome

Michael Cook is

the newest

member of the

NDCSMC staff.

Michael is the

new Secretary.

Before coming to

NDCSMC, Mike

retired from the

US Navy follow-

ing a 22 year

career, specializing in Military Admini-
stration. He is married and has four
children.

Welcome to NRCS, Mike!

Best Wishes !

Four employees left the NDCSMC staff
during FY 2009. We wish them the
best of luck:

e Danny McCook retired on Octo-
ber 3, 2008 after 41 years of ser-
vice.

e Morris Lobrecht retired on De-
cember 31, 2008 after 41 years of
service.

e Nancy Bradley resigned on March
27, 2009 to accept a position with
the US Department of State in
Iraq.

e Gary Wells retired on July 31,
2009 after 35 years of service.

The combined 117 years of service
provided by Danny, Morris, and Gary is
not easily replaced and will be missed.

g%%é&%




National Autodesk CAD Contract Renewed

The subscription for the NRCS na-
tional Autodesk CAD software con-
tract was recently renewed to extend
coverage through September 2013.
Subscription benefits include: online
web-support, exclusive product exten-
sions and patches, interactive online e
-learning tutorials, exclusive webcasts,
access to Autodesk University online
resources, and automatic product
upgrades.

For the last five years NRCS has made
available a national license manager
system for Autodesk products. Use of
a license manager permits the soft-
ware to be installed on multiple com-
puters and a license for use “checked

out” from the national license man-
ager when the program is exe-

cuted. As long as there are sufficient
licenses available for checkout, then
the program continues execu-

tion. This type of arrangement allows
for a more efficient and economical
use of software. By allowing the soft-
ware to be installed on more than one
computer, typically in the neighbor-
hood of six computers for each pur-
chased license. With a license man-
ager the cost savings are very sub-
stantial. Since 2004 it is estimated
that it would have cost the states
$6.37 M to install Autodesk products
on the approximately 2,250 com-
puters running the national license
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version. However, with the license
manager this was completed at a total
cost of $1.7 M to NRCS. In addition to
the cost savings from initial stand-
alone software purchases, there are
indirect benefits from a training and
support web site geared towards the
current national version, and tools
that enable NRCS CAD users nation-
wide to exchange information.

The current license pool includes
AutoCAD Civil 3D, AutoCAD Map 3D,
and AutoCAD Raster Design. Your
contact is Kathy Miller.

New Stream Design Tools Available

During the last ten years, NRCS has
developed and released a wealth of
technical information on stream corri-
dor restoration using National Engi-
neering Handbook (NEH) 653 —
Stream Corridor Restoration and NEH
654 — Stream Restoration Design.

NEH-654 complements NEH 653 by
providing assessment and design
tools that are applicable to any
stream restoration work, whether it

primarily follows a natural stream
restoration or is strictly a structural
project. Free copies are available
from LANDCARE at 1-888-LANDCARE
or landcare@usda.gov.

Following release of these docu-
ments, a team of NRCS experts from
all of the technical centers skilled in
stream restoration were tasked with
making conservation easier for the
field in applying stream restora-

tion. Their efforts are still underway,
but initial results are now available on
the NDCSMC website at: http://
www.ndcsme.nrcs.usda.gov/
technical/Stream/ .

This web site offers “one stop” re-
sources of NRCS policy and guidance
documents, useful links, publications,
photographs, and drawings of various
practices and treatments, workshop
information, and spreadsheet tools.

The Stream Corridors
section on the NDCSMC
web site has both pdf
and dwg versions of
various conceptual
stream treatment meas-
ures, along with photo-
graphs of installed prac-

tices.

Shown to the left is a
Stream Cross Vane

structure.
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ASTM Distribution Streamlined

The existing license which NRCS main-
tains with ASTM has been revised.
The new agreement with ASTM, NRCS
is keeping and updating a national
library of all ASTM standards
(approximately 330) referenced in
NRCS Standard Specifications, Na-
tional Handbook of Conservation
Standards and National Engineering
Handbook Section 19.

The library is available to selected
individuals from each state and center
on the NRCS secure SharePoint site
maintained by the NDCSMC. National
Bulletin 210-9-4 explains the proce-
dures in more detail. This new agree-
ment will allow states 24/7 “on de-
mand” access to commonly used
ASTM standards. In addition,
NDCSMC has the ability to obtain any
ASTM standard that might be
needed. Your contact is Dennis Clute.

During FY 2009 NDCSMC staff pro-
vided training to 804 NRCS employees
through 12 NEDC courses and 20
workshops sponsored by 11 states.
The NDCSMC is available to assist
states in accomplished training on a
wide array of complex engineering
issues.

The currently scheduled courses and
workshops for FY 2010 are listed on

the last page of this newsletter. For
NEDC courses, enrollment can be

Workshops & NEDC Instruction Provided

Greg Hanson, ARS, Stillwater, Oklahoma, provides instruction at a SITES
workshop held March 31 to April 2, 2009 in Phoenix, Arizona. Also serving
as instructors were NDCSMC and CNTSC staff.

completed through Aglearn. If you
are interested in attending a work-
shops sponsored by a state, then con-
tact the state conservation engineer
of the sponsor state.

States are encouraged to coordinate
workshops across state boundaries
dealing with common resource issues.
If you are interested in having
NDCSMC staff assist your state in pro-
viding instruction at a workshop, con-
tact Johnny Green.

Fripp Named to USDA
Working Group

On October 26, 2009, Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack announced
the U.S. members of three working
groups under the U.S.-Afghanistan-
Pakistan trilateral consultations
launched in May as part of Presi-
dent Obama's comprehensive, new
strategy to enhance global food
security. "The individuals | have
selected have experience in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan and bring
creativity, commitment and dedica-
tion to the task at hand," said Vil-
sack.

Jon Fripp is one of eight individuals
appointed to the Water Manage-
ment and Watershed Rehabilitation
working group. Gary Domain, Soil
Scientist is another NRCS employee
in this working group. Other work-
ing group members come from FAS,
USACE, USAID, University of Geor-
gia, Aga Khan Foundation, and the
Catholic Relief Services.

These individuals will work with
their respective Afghan and Paki-
stani group members to identify
priorities and develop and apply
appropriate programs, training and
solutions. The goal of this working
group is to improve water and wa-
tershed management and irrigation
methods and rehabilitate water-
sheds to increase crop yields and
create jobs. Your contact is Jon

Fripp.
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VISION: Excellence in application of conservation engineering technology.

MISSION: To provide interdisciplinary technical support for design, construction, opera-
tion, and rehabilitation of complex engineering projects essential to resource conserva-
tion, environmental enhancement, and agricultural productivity.

PRODUCTS: Products are service based and include engineering technology develop-
ment, technology transfer (e.g., workshops and formal training), independent reviews,
and site specific soil mechanics testing and/or production design work in support of Field
and State Office operations. Products also include expert consultation to NRCS Head-
quarters, Centers, State Offices, Field Offices, and Design Teams.

National Design, Construction, and Soil Mechanics
Center - Design & Construction Staff

Director: Johnny Green, PE
Secretary: Michael Cook

Helping

Construction Engineers Landscape Architect
Dennis Clute, PE Rosanna Brown, RLA
?e Op[é David Pacheco, PE Stream Mechanics Engineer
Design Engineers Jon Fripp, PE
Mike Garsjo, PE Structural Engineers
He [ tﬁe Phuc Vu, PE Lawrence F. Fragomeli, PE, SE
p Ken Worster, PE William Wallace, PE, SECB
Geotechnical Engineers Geologists
d' Ben Doerge, PE, GE Marie M. Garsjo, PG
Lan Tom Brown, PE Craig Savela, PG
Hydraulic Engineer Civil Engineering Technicians
Karl Visser, PE Kathy Miller

Juan Renteria
Gregg Tompkins

Upcoming Workshops & NEDC Courses

NDCSMC is scheduled to provide assistance at the following sessions. More informa-
tion and updates on workshops can be obtained from the States in which the work-
shops are scheduled. NEDC courses can be enrolled in through AglLearn.

We’re on the web!!

www.ndcsme.nrcs.usda.gov

e Water Well Design Workshop Louisiana December 7-11, 2009
e Contract Administration Fort Worth, TX January 11-15, 2010
o SITES Workshop Fort Worth, TX January 26-27, 2010
e Construction Inspection Fort Worth, TX February 8-12, 2010
e Concrete Fundamentals Fort Worth, TX February 22-26, 2010
e Construction Inspection Atlanta, GA March 8-12, 2010

e Stream Restoration Workshop Virginia March 22-24, 2010

e Liners for Waste Containment Fort Worth, TX March 22-26, 2010

e Construction Inspection Albuquerque, NM June 7-11, 2010

e Concrete Fundamentals Denver, CO July 19-23, 2010

e Construction Inspection Columbus, OH August 23-27, 2010

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."




