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Chief Weller
Testimony on the Hill, Sept. 18, 2014

>
Improving the health of our
nation’s solls is one of the most important
things that we can do for this and for future
generations.



When we speak of
Improving soll health, we are talking
about actually enhancing the soil’s
capacity to function as a vital, living
ecosystem that sustains plants, animals,
and humans.
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» A soil health survey was sent out to all the field
offices in ND, SD, and MT.



Qs

What did you do for outreach efforts that
are specific to soil health five to 10 years

Workshops

Tours.

Mailings

News Articles

One on one
conversations

=]
®

Answer Choices
Workshops

Tours

Mailings

News Articles

One on one conversations

Total Respondents. 55

Comments (20)

10%

20%

Answered: 65 Skipped: 34

0%

ago?

40%

S0%

80% T0%

Responses
30.91%
30.91%
18.18%
45.45%
83.60%

80%

Q4
What did you do for outreach efforts that
are specific to soil health two to five years
ago?
Answered: 84  Skipped: 5
One on one
conversations
90% 100% 0% 10% 20% 0% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%
Answer Choices Responses
17 Workshops 53.57%
17 Tours 42.86%
10 Mailings 28.57%
25 News Articles 54.76%
46 One on one conversations B84.52%

Total Respondents: 84

Comments (11)

Q3

What have you done for outreach
efforts that are specific to soil health in the
last two years?

Answered: 88 Skipped: 1

Workshops
Tours
Mailings

News Articles

One on one
conversations

0% 0% 20% 30% 40%  S0% 0%  70%  B0%  90%
50% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Workshops T273%
= Tours 50.00%
* Mailings 39.77%
24 News Articles 55.68%
46 One on one conversations 92.05%
m Total Respondents: 85

Comments (19)

100%

64

44

35

4

81



Of the methods listed, please rank them in >
the order of effectiveness:

Answered: 87 Skipped: 2

Horkehoss _
e _
et -
e Artes -
One on one
conversations I
Other
0 1 2 3 4 5 ] 7 8 8 10
1 2 3 4 5 6 Total Score
Workshops A7.24% 35.63% 37.93% 5.75% 3.45% 0.00%
15 ¥ 33 5 3 o a7 4.57
Tours 21.84% 41.38% 16.09% 13.79% 6.90% 0.00%
19 36 14 12 6 o &7 457
Mailings 1.15% 1.15% 9.20% 33.33% 44.83% 10.34%
1 1 8 29 39 ] a7 248
News Articles 1.15% 4.60% 10.34% 44.83% 33.33% 5.75%
1 4 9 39 29 5 a7 278
One on one 55.17% 14.94% 24.14% 1.15% 4.60% 0.00%
conversations 43 13 21 1 4 o a7 515

Other 3.45% 2.30% 2.30% 1.15% 6.90% 83.91%
3 2 2 1 6 T3
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What is NRCS doing to Promote Soill
Health?

Soll Health Surveys
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What is NRCS doing to Promote Soill
Health?

Soll Health Surveys

What do NRCS customers think?
Producer Interviews

Practice Trends
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What is NRCS doing to Promote Soill
Health?

Soll Health Surveys

What do NRCS customers think?
Producer Interviews

Practice Trends

Potential Measurements of Soll
Health
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Develop a list of recommended actions to encourage the
sustained use of practices that improve soil health.

Figure out how soil health could be measured in a way that could
show past and future trends, but in a way that does not impact the
field office.



Develop recommended actions to
encourage the sustained use of
practices that improve soil health

>

> EDUCATION










human mind!
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