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GREAT LAKES HESTORATIUN INITIATIVE

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI)
in lllinois

The national Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI)
involves 11 federal agencies and eight states. As part of the
extensive landscape effort, lllinois’ small portion of land
that flows into Lake Michigan is located in the Chicago
Metro area; it is highly urbanized and developed. This makes
Illinois’ situation unique compared to other GLRI states--

IN, OH, MI, MN, NY, PA, and WI. Other states can use NRCS’s
Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) to help local
and private landowners, farmers, and producers take steps to
protect the Great Lakes, but lllinois was challenged to come
up with a strategy that did not involve farmers or agricultural
land. The solution? lllinois NRCS worked with a ‘different’
partner in the watershed. Together, they developed an idea to
help the land, solve serious natural resource issues, and assist
local landowners.

The Forest Preserve District of Cook County (FPDCC),
established in 1914, protects natural areas that were not
developed and preserve them as open, natural spaces for
future generations. Lands within this FPDCC are among the
most geologically unique and biologically rich in the U.S.
This ecological richness, stems in part from the geologic and
climatic factors of the last glacial advance, which left behind
a tapestry of diverse habitats. One of the biggest problems
the Forest Preserve faces is how to preserve diverse habitats
currently under attack from invasive species.

Great Lakes
RESTORATION

PROJECT DETAILS

Location: Cook County, lllinois
Watershed: Lake Michigan

Focus Area: Forest Preserve District of Cook
County’s Turnbull Woods, Eggers Grove,
Powderhorn Lake, and Powderhorn Prairie

Time frame: 2016-2017
NRCS Investment: $70,700.00

Land Use: Wet Forest, Lake, Prairie and Sand
Savannas and Marshes

Conservation Practices: The newfound
relationship and cooperative agreement
provided funds to remove the invasive species,
develop long-term management techniques
to maintain control, and use outside help,
staff, and community volunteers. They used
NRCS practices and guidance for Forest

Stand Improvement, Brush Management and
Prescribed Burning methods in controlling
invasive species.
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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

SUCCESS STORY: HARD WORK PAYS OF

What Are Invasive Species?

According to Wikipedia: “a plant,
fungus, or animal species that is
not native to a specific location (an
introduced species), and which has
a tendency to spread to a degree
believed to cause damage to the
environment, human economy, or
human health!” Invasive species
can be accidentally transported
into the new environment by
humans, animals, birds or even
thunderstorms.

Working together to ‘win the
battle’against invasive species
that can take over and damage
unique open spaces, lllinois NRCS
and the FPDCC created and signed
a cooperative agreement. Under
this agreement, GLRI funds will
help the Forest Preserve effectively
remove invasive species on key
acres, focusing activities on four
properties: Turnbull Woods, Eggers
Grove, Powderhorn Lake, and
Powderhorn Prairie. These locations
are popular sites used by the public,
tourists, and educators.

During 2016-2017 work was
conducted on approximately 74
acres throughout the preserves to
remove and control invasive species
and increase growth of native
habitat. Using NRCS Conservation
Practices such as Forest Stand
Improvement, Brush Management
and Prescribed Burning methods,
staff and volunteers have
successfully controlled invasive
species that had taken over tree
plantings, wetlands, pathways, and
prairie communities.

The FPDCC recruited and trained
volunteers to remove invasive plant
and shrub species during scheduled

HELPING PEOPLE HELP THE LAND

A Prescribed burning techniques are just one tool used to
manage the area, remove troublesome species, and improve
habitat and use of these open lands in Cook County.

events and field days. Volunteers
not only physically removed invasive
species (by hand!), they worked with
kids to lead nature hikes and show
children the difference between
native and invasive plant and shrubs
on the land. Some volunteers have
gone on to secure full-time jobs with
the Forest Preserve.

According to lllinois State
Conservationist lvan Dozier,
“By connecting GLRI funds and
guidance to install science-based
conservation practices with
community land managers, this
partnership has had a positive
impact on the land. They improved
local natural resources, engaged
citizens in meaningful work to
enhance the natural environment,
taught children a new appreciation
of the outdoors—and perhaps
secured ideas for a future career!”

In the end, the Lake Michigan
watershed is improved and
Illinois NRCS has helped Cook
County secure key acres of quality
native habitat where wildlife can
thrive. Cook County FPD General
Superintendent Arnold Randall
agrees.“The projects we've done
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Ifyou'd ke to volunteer o crate healtier forestpreserves, visit
om

A Signs like this are posted on project sites to educate the
public on partners and local issues.

with NRCS have significantly
reduced the threat of invasive
plants at these sites, ensuring that
these lands continue to shelter
remarkable plants and animals and
provide recreational opportunities
to thousands of people each year.
We have been able to effectively
leverage GLRI funding, stretching
limited local government resources,
to accomplish significant work that
benefits the people of Cook County.”

This unique partnership that
started out as a way for Illinois NRCS
to participate in the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative has turned into
an invaluable way to fight invasive
species in the Lake Michigan
Watershed.

Contact Us

Paige Buck, 217-353-6606
Chad Douglas, 202-720-0699
https://nrcs.usda.gov
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