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Natural Resources Conservation Service
655 Parfet Street, Room E200C 

Lakewood, Colorado 80215
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<<TODAY’S DATE>>

<<LANDOWNER NAME>>

<<ADDRESS>>

<<CITY>>, <<STATE>> <<ZIP>>

Dear <<LANDOWNER FIRST AND LAST NAME>>,

Over the next five years, approximately two million acres of land contracted under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) will expire in Colorado.  A significant portion of <<COUNTY NAME>> County land enrolled in CRP either expired last September, or will be expiring within the next few years. 
The current crop prices are causing many landowners to consider farming their CRP land by returning it to crop production.  However, there are some valuable information and alternatives that must be considered prior to making this major decision. 
{INSERT QUOTE FROM DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST}

While some fields may return to cropland, many acres of CRP are environmentally sensitive and not suited to annual crop production.  By making the decision to return CRP land to cropland you will impact the local economy, landscape, and environment.  It is important for you to consider several factors before deciding what to do when your CRP contract expires:  soil productivity and limitations, past yields, commodity prices, production, conversion or renovation costs, and other required investments.
There are several options available to landowners who have expiring CRP contracts. These options include: re-enrolling eligible acres into Continuous CRP, returning land to a cropland rotation, utilizing and enhancing forage as pasture or hayland, or managing the expired CRP for wildlife.
It is important for you to develop an NRCS approved conservation plan, particularly when considering converting expired CRP acres to cropland.  It requires proper planning and good management.  NRCS conservation plans provide an inventory and complete assessment of a landowner’s resources, as well as recommendations for improving those resources, which if implemented can positively impact your bottom line.

- MORE -


For additional information on management options with expiring CRP contracts or developing a conservation plan, please contact the <<LOCAL FIELD OFFICE NAME>> Field Office, located in the USDA Service Center at <<FIELD OFFICE ADDRESS>>, or you may call <<PHONE NUMBER>>, to schedule an appointment.

Sincerely,

<<DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST’S NAME>>

District Conservationist, 

<<CITY, STATE>>

*** It is recommended that you send the Expiring CRP Options Fact Sheet and Conservation Planning Brochure along with this letter.
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