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This report contains fi scal year activity for the state of Colorado from the time period of 
October 2009 to September 2010.

Who We Are
NRCS provides technical and
fi nancial assistance to help
agricultural producers and

others care for the land.
NRCS has six mission goals

that include high quality,
productive soils; clean and

abundant water; healthy plant
and animal communities;

clean air; an adequate energy
supply; and working farms

and ranchlands.

Vision
Productive Lands -

Healthy Environment

Mission
Helping People Help the Land
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The Program
Each fi scal year, NRCS may make 
Agricultural Water Enhancement 
Program (AWEP) fi nancial and technical 
assistance available to eligible owners 
and operators of agricultural lands who 
participate in approved AWEP project 
areas. 

As authorized by Congress, this is not 
a grant program to eligible partners. 
This is a program whereby approved, 
eligible partners will enter into multi-
year agreements with NRCS to promote 
ground and surface water conservation, 
or improve water quality on eligible 
agricultural lands. 

The intent of AWEP is for the Federal 
government to leverage investment in 
natural resources conservation along 
with services and non-Federal resources 
of other eligible partners. Individual 
producers are not eligible to submit a 
partnership proposal. 

Eligible Partners
Eligible partners include: 

Federally recognized Indian Tribes • 
States • 
Units of local government • 
Agricultural or silvicultural associa- • 

 tions or other groups of producers  
 such as:

an irrigation association ◦
an agricultural land trust  ◦

Other nongovernmental organizations  • 
 with experience working with 
 agricultural producers. 

Funding
The 2008 Farm Bill provides $73 million 
for fi scal year 2009, $73 million for fi scal 
year 2010, $74 million for fi scal year 2011, 
and $60 million for fi scal year 2012 and 
each year thereafter for AWEP. 

Please note that the amount of fi nancial 
assistance provided to approved projects 
will change every fi scal year depending 
upon appropriations and agency priori-
ties. 

Agricultural producers in selected project 
areas may apply for available AWEP fi nan-
cial and technical assistance at their local 
United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Service Center. Once an applica-
tion is selected, an eligible agricultural 
producer will enter into a contract with 
NRCS to receive technical assistance and to 
implement approved conservation practices.

Producers
Owners and operators engaged in livestock 
or agricultural production may be eligible 
for the program. Eligible land includes 
cropland, rangeland, pasture, private non-
industrial forestland, and other farm or 
ranch lands. 

Producers must submit a program 
application to be considered for fi nancial 
assistance through AWEP. 

For More Information
Visit our web site at www.co.nrcs.usda.gov.
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Fiscal Year 2010 Agricultural Water Enhancement Program
Statewide Activities

Number of Contracts Approved .............................................................12
Dollar Amount Approved.. ..........................................................$941,000
Acres Treated ....................................................................................1,705


