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WQL12 - Montana Supplement – REVISED 2/25/2011 
 
Managing Livestock Access to Water Bodies/Courses – (Water Quality Enhancement 
Activity)  
 
Montana Clarification 
Applicable on all pastures of rangeland, pasture or grazed forestland that have water bodies or 
courses accessible to livestock and need actions to protect the water. 
 
Montana Specifications 
The prescribed grazing plan will meet the following criteria; 

1) Planned use of key herbaceous species will not exceed 50% of the current year’s growth 
when grazed during the growing season, unless higher utilization is accounted for by 
more intensive grazing rotations, and increased rest periods.  

2) Livestock forage requirements, wildlife use and pest management (if significant) will be 
balanced with forage availability. 

3) Browsing of woody species shall not exceed 50% of annual leaf and twig growth  
 
The NRCS planner working with the contract holder will determine structures or grazing 
management activities needed to manage livestock access to water bodies. 
 
Incompatible Enhancements 
This enhancement may not be contracted with the following enhancements: 

For pasture: ANM23 
For range: ANM23 
For forest:  PLT05, SQL07 

 
Eligible Land 
Pasture, range and forestland 
 
Applicable Amount 
Acres of pasture, range or forest lands that are grazed and have water bodies or courses 
accessible to livestock. 
 
Example (System) 
A participant has 3,000 acres of rangeland and grazeable forestland and a stream cuts through 
pastures 6 (300 acres), 8 (250 ac) and 9 (325 ac).  The applicable acres would be 875 acres.  If 
the producer is unable to get the needed structures installed until Year 3, the Toolkit plan would 
look like this: 
 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 
WQL12 0 0 875 ac 875 ac 875 ac 
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Documentation Requirements 

1. A written grazing management plan. 
2. For riparian grazing management strategies, a written narrative describing planned season 

of livestock grazing use, or; 
3. A map showing locations of installed structures, if applicable. 

 
I acknowledge that I have read and understand all that is required for the implementation of this 
CSP Enhancement Activity. 
 
 
            
Contract participant     Date 


