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Consemlt?m
It can save your grass

Aggie Helle—Representing the Sheep Industry on
the National and State GLCI Steering Committees

I am a private landowner
and partner in an irrigated
farm and livestock range
operation in Dillon, MT.
I represent the American
Sheep Industry and serve
on the Montana and
National GLCI Steering
Committees.

Invasive plants such as
Knapweed and leafy
spurge continue to
increase in acreage
throughout the
Northwestern U.S.
controlling the spread
of these invasive
plants has become a
management concern
of many landowners.

These noxious weeds
suppress forage production
by displacing many of the
desirable grasses, and the
forbs that are normally
consumed by livestock,
degrading wildlife habitat
and wildlife-associated
recreation. As the leafy
spurge canopy cover
increases above 10%,
forage utilization by cattle
declines rapidly. Once
canopy cover exceeds
about 40% there is
basically no utilization by
cattle or wildlife. A site
that has virtually no cattle

grazing can be restored to
a stocking rate of about
70% of its pre-infestation
level with three consecu-
tive years of sheep graz-
ing.

Sheep will selectively
graze leafy spurge plants
consuming 50-95% of the
leafy spurge biomass, al-
lowing desirable grasses
and forbs to grow and be
productive for cattle and
wildlife consumption.
Since cattle and most
wildlife avoid leafy spurge
infested areas, these
grasses would not have
been available to cattle
without first removing the
above ground leafy spurge
growth. In many in-
stances, sheep grazing will
actually increase rather
than decrease the forage

available for cattle and
wildlife grazing.

Montana Grazing Lands
Conservation Initiative has
established several demon-
stration projects with pro-
ducers to show the value
- of using grazing ani-
mals, particularly
sheep and goats to
manage invasive
plants on native
rangelands.

The 5" National
Conference on
Grazing Lands will
be held in Orlando,
Florida, December
9™ -12",2012. This
conference brings together
land managers from all
fifty states for education,
technology advancements,
and environmental
sustainability.

Please visit the GLCI web
site at www.glci.org for
more information and reg-
istration.

Please join us!




MONTANA GLCI

P.0.Box 425
Bozeman, MT 59771-0425

Contacts 4:00—6:00 P.M.

Jon Siddoway
NRCS State Rangeland
Management Specialist
(406) 587-6790
jon.siddoway@mt.usda.gov

Carla Lawrence,
dba Carla at the Ranch
(406) 962-3371
carla.at.the.ranch@gmail.com

and The Scoops in the Poop”.

The Fergus and Petroleum Conservation Districts, in cooperation with the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will host a workshop entitled “the Birds
and the Beef” Livestock and Rangeland Resources. The workshop is scheduled for
the afternoon and evening of Thursday, May 10th at the Wrangler Bar in Grass

Range. Registration will be from 3:30 to 4:00 P.M. with session 1 beginning at

Session | will feature a presentation by biologist, Josh Schrecengost, on Sage
Grouse and the Endangered Species Act, followed by a presentation by Joe Fidel,
NRCS resource conservationist, on Livestock Operations and Sage Grouse - a
Perfect Fit and Rick Caquelin, NRCS rangeland management specialist, will wrap up

session |, with a presentation on Monitoring—What it is and Why is it important?

There will be a break from 5:35 to 6:00 P.M. allowing participants to have an

appetizer, visit with neighbors and get ready for the BEEF presentations.

Session Il will feature presentations by: Justin Morris, NRCS rangeland manage-
ment specialist, and Glen Sylvester, rancher at Dillon, addressing Rangeland Diver-
sity for Animal Performance and Rangeland Sustainability. Rick Caquelin will wrap

up the workshop with a presentation entitled, “Livestock- They are What They Eat

For more information call (406) 429-6646 or (406) 538-7401 ext. 117

The Montana GLCI has been a proud sponsor of this annual workshop in the past

and supports this locally led, grassroots effort to education farmers and ranchers.

Montana GLCI Celebrating 20 years!

The Montana Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative (GLCI)
celebrates 20 years as an organization in 2012. The steering
committee was formed in 1992; one year after the National GLCI
was formed and continues to serve the farmers and ranchers in
Montana.

Over the years, the Montana GLCI has sponsored over 100
demonstration projects and educational workshops in most of the
56 counties in Montana! You can check out projects over the past
five years on our website at www.mtglci.org.

The mission statement of the Montana GLCI is: “Strengthening
partnerships and encouraging diversification to maintain or
improve private grazing lands through grassroots efforts and
interagency technical assistance”. With strong partnerships
between the Montana Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), and Montana State University (MSU) Extension, the
Montana GLCI is looking forward to a bright future and another
20 years!

Montana GLCI working committee is meeting on
May 1st, to discuss an APP option for grazing lands
managers.

This APP would compliment the hard copy and
electronic versions of the Grazing Recordbooks.
The hard copy has been available for a couple of
years and can be purchased for $20.

The electronic version is being championed by
Chase Hibbard, Montana GLCI steering committee
member. If all goes as planned, the electronic
version should be ready sometime this year.

The APP is being championed by Bob Lee, MT
GLCI and National GLCI steering committee
member along with the working committee
comprised of steering committee members: Russell
Nemetz, and Jim Willis and ex-official members:
Jon Siddoway, Lori Valadez and Carla Lawrence.
OH the possibilities! STAY TUNED!
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