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Ahh, can you feel it?
Can you smell it? It's spring
time, a great time of year.
It's a time Grazing Land
Managers look forward to, a
time of renewal, and a time
of new opportunities! It is
also time to plan. Plan your
grazing rotation for the com-
ing year. There are a lot of
parts to this grazing puzzle.
Your growing season, your
rainfall averages, spring
grazing, fall grazing, native
grasses, introduced grasses,
last year’s plan, your future
goals and the list goes on.

The Montana GLCI
State Committee has repub-
lished the Stockman’s Graz-
ing Record Book. The GLCI
Grazing Record Book was
designed to be easily used
year after year, to help docu-
ment each pasture’s use by
AUMSs, degree of use, time of
use, weather, and any other
notes of importance to you.
It's a great tool to help you
manage our greatest renew-
able resource, our “Grazing
Lands”.

“It's hard to know where
you’re going if you don’t know
where you’ve been”, so start
to build your data base.

| would encourage every-
one working on their plan to
allow for some flexibility.
Allow yourself some manage-
ment room for drought, frost,
hail and other natural occur-
rences. Manage for the long
haul. Your livestock, wildlife
and resource will love you for
it.

I'm so very blessed to be
part of a great team that
loves our private grazing
lands and wants to help and
share with others this great
resource. Working together
with NRCS, MSU Extension,
and private land owners, we
have provided an opportunity
for others to learn through
demonstration plots, educa-
tional workshops, radio and
television spots the impor-
tance of long term care of our
resources.

We have come a long way
since several of us met in the

basement of a Bozeman Hotel
and wanted more help from our
State and Federal Agencies. We
needed help and more partner-
ship with technical assistance in
grazing issues. This idea has
been recognized nationally and is
part of the Farm Bill.

Every three years, the Na-
tional GLCI Steering Committee
has a National Conference on
Grazing Lands (5NCGL). This
year it is being held in Orlando,
Florida, December 9 - 12, 2012.
Montana has been well repre-
sented and is always looked up
to for new ideas. Come join us,
we would love to share with you
these Grazing Success Stories.

The Stockman’s Grazing
Record Books are available for
$20.00 by contacting
Jon Siddoway at (406) 587-6790
or email
jon.siddoway@mt.usda.gov or
Carla Lawrence at (406) 749-
6280 or email-
carla.at.the.ranch@gmail.com




Montana GLCI

Range Leader of the Year Recipients Named During State Winter Grazing
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We’'re on the Web

John Hollenback and Carla Lawrence stand-
ing behind the Montana GLCI display during
the State Winter Grazing Seminar in Conrad

Range Leader of the Year Awards. Ray Banister, rancher in the Wibaux area and Nikki Rife,
district conservationist, NRCS in Winnett were presented the awards during the 2012 State Winter
Grazing Seminar in Conrad in February.

Nikki Rife, was nominated by the Petroleum Conservation District for her enthusiasm, work ethic
and commitment to her job, always willing to go above and beyond the call of duty to help
producers in the county. Ray Banister, has been ranching in Wibaux County for more than 50
years, and has been a leader in range management for many years.

RREC members, (Steve Hedstrom, Les Gilman, John Hollenback, Diane Ahlgren and Noel Keogh)
pictured with Ray Banister (left) and Nikki Rife (right).

MT GLCI Funds Three New Projects in 2012 During Annual

Meeting in Big Timber

The Montana GLCI met on March
21st at the Carnegie Library in
Big Timber, MT. The steering
committee reviewed their plan of
work and budget for 2012 and
reviewed applications for demon-
stration projects for 2012. After
presentations and discussion,
three new projects were funded.
1) Montana Range Days,
Montana’s Largest range
education competition will be
held for the second year in
Deer Lodge, MT.

2) Native Range Conservation
and Promotion Mentorship
Program, sponsored by the
Montana Stock Growers As-
sociation.

3) Biological Control and Long can save your grass” education and
Term Monitoring of Noxious awareness campaign; the grazing
Weeds Using Livestock Grazing | record book hard copy and
in Northwest Montana. electronic version as well as an APP

The Montana GLCI also held their for ranchers; landowners working

annual business meeting during effectively with partners and other

this time and addressed several organizations and agencies; and a

other items on the agenda to presentation on demonstration

include the budget and election of | Projects and workshops over the

officers. For 2013, Lon Reukauf past 20 years.
will continue to serve as chairman Another topic of conversation

and Dean Wang will continue to during the meeting was the 20th
serve as vice-chairman. Anniversary since the start of the
Submission of Abstracts for the Montana GLCI and how to best

Fifth National Conference on Graz- || celebrate this milestone.
ing Lands (5NCGL). The Montana
GLCI plans to submit four abstracts

for presentations to include: omumg:

“Cowboy up with Conservation—it
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