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Updates have recently been made to two on-line tools available to assist NRCS offices 
with ranking 2007 EQIP applications. The tools are available through the Montana State 
Library GIS Clearinghouse.  Instructions for using each application are shown below.  

A. To access the query tool for Dewatered Streams; Threatened and Endangered Species; 
and Wells data (9/15/06) follow the steps indicated below.  

1. Use your web browser to navigate to this link: 
<http://maps2.nris.state.mt.us/topofinder1/eqip.html>   
2. A page with the heading “NRCS EQIP Application Data” will appear.  Assign an alphanumeric 
application number in the space provided following the text reading: ‘NRCS EQIP Application 
Number’. This number should be unique for each application you are evaluating. The number you 
enter is not tied to a permanent database and you can enter any series of numbers and 
characters up to 25 digits. It is recommended that you use the application number provided by 
ProTracts for consistency.   
3. Enter in a Township, Range and Section number located in the application area you are 
ranking. Then click on the 'Locate TRS' button. Most EQIP applications will include more than one 
section. This entry is just to get you in the correct general location. If you are ranking dispersed 
tracts you will have to look at them individually.  

4. A screen with a header reading ‘Montana Topographic Map Finder’ and a topographic map 
with the center located in the Township, Range and Section you entered will appear. Follow the 
instructions for zooming in or out if you need to see information for a larger (or smaller) area. 
Once you have zoomed in or out to the smaller or larger area you are interested in, the rest of the 
map functions and data summaries are set for the area you have selected in this screen.   

5. Use your mouse and right click on the text at the bottom of the map that says '”Click Here to 
view other map data for this area”. This will bring up a screen titled ‘EQIP Application Site’ and a 
generic map of Montana with a red dot indicating your location followed by a list of choices.   

6. Select the first choice, which is “Consolidated Map”. This will bring up a screen with the 
heading 'NRCS EQIP Data Package' and a map showing several spatial data themes and their 
associated legend symbols. Right click on the text below the map that says '”DATA SUMMARY”.  
This will bring up a new screen with reports for each of the following data sets. This information 
can be used to complete the EQIP ranking forms. The reports available include:  

4th and 5th Code Watershed ID and names  
Wastewater Discharge Permits  
Dewatered Streams   
Agricultural Land Uses  
Weed Survey information   
Irrigation Water Rights  
Threatened and Endangered Species  
Soils   
Wells  

All reports can be printed directly from the screen or saved to a file and kept with the EQIP 
application. Maps can also be printed, and GIS shapefiles of the data sets can also be 
downloaded to your computer.   

http://maps2.nris.state.mt.us/topofinder1/eqip.html


If you select a choice other than the 'Consolidated Map' selection you can also view or print maps 
and data summaries of individual selections of the data sets that are listed. The 'Consolidated 
Map' selection button will list all of the reports in one easy selection.  

B.  To access the 2006 draft 303(d) Impaired Waters/TMDL listings and data, please use the 
following process.  

 1. Open the page <http://maps2.nris.state.mt.us/topofinder1/eqip.html> and follow the 
directions as before under Section A, Steps 1 through 5. Then locate your county from 
the list following the header reading “2006 Impaired Water-bodies Maps and Reports”. 
Download and print the report and map of impaired water-bodies within 6th code 
watersheds in your county. Use the report and map to assist you in finding the correct 6th 
code watershed for water-bodies listed as impaired within your county. The map is 
designed to printed landscape 11 inches x 17inches, or it can be used on-screen with the 
Acrobat reader zoom tools. The report only includes water-bodies that do not support 
one or more of the beneficial uses identified for the water-body listed. The maps will 
display all assessed streams.  

 2. Open a web browser and navigate to DEQ’s new Clean Water Act Information Center 
(CWAIC) website: http://www.cwaic.mt.gov  to access the draft 2006 303(d) list.  

 3. Step 1 - Be sure that 2006 is the year selected.  

 4. Step 2 - Select your county from the drop down menu. All impaired water-bodies will 
then be listed for your county on a new screen. This report can be printed or saved to a 
file (html)  

 5. Click on the summary report function under each water-body name on the report to 
access all data showing beneficial use support status, potential causes and sources of 
impairment, and TMDL completion status for that water-body. Again, this information can 
be saved or printed out. DEQ’s 303(d) list references the Water-body ID number (MT-
xxxxxx_xxx). Use the report and maps you printed in Step 1 to cross-reference a listed 
water-body within your 6th code watershed of interest.   

 
If you have any questions, please contact Catherine Maynard (406) 444-4546 
(cmaynard@mt.gov ) or Tom Pick (406) 586-6879 (thomas.pick@mt.usda.gov ). Questions about 
the application of ranking criteria rules should be directed your respective Area Resource 
Conservationist.    
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