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United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Montana 
 

Operation and Maintenance Guide 
For Your 

Intermittent Move Sprinkler System 
 
 Operator: _________________________________________________ 
 Project: __________________________________________________ 
 Location: __________ Sec. _________, T. _________, R. ________ 
 NRCS Office _____________________________  Phone ___________ 
 
A properly operated and maintained sprinkler system is an asset to your property.  The 
estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can 
be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and 
maintenance program.  This checklist is provided for your convenience in order to help 
you develop a good operation and maintenance plan. 
 

OPERATION CHECKLIST 
 

r Operate the system at the pressure and flow rate in accordance with the design.  Check 
the pressure and flow rate frequently.  A high quality liquid filled pressure gauge is well 
worth the small cost.  A flow measuring device is a valuable management tool. 

 
r Use an adequate screening device at the intake.  Check the screening device frequently 

and keep it clean. 
 
r Set lateral lines at design spacing.  Sequence the moves in accordance with the design 

plan.   
 
r Schedule irrigations based on the chosen moisture monitoring method.   
 
r Set times should not be longer than necessary to replace moisture depletion.   
 
r Monitor the site for irrigation caused erosion.  Modify the application rate or time of set, 

or provide soil cover to reduce erosion. 
 
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
 



Montana                                                                    Intermittent Move Sprinkler System 

Operation and Maintenance Guide   (MT EFH, 3/93)      52-22 

MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST 
 

r Frequently check sprinkler heads for proper functioning during operation. 
 
r Frequently check all pipe joints for leakage.  Leaks can make major changes in the 
 uniformity of water distribution under the entire system.  Repair any leaks. 
 
r Check nozzles each year for wear.  Use the butt of a new twist drill of the proper size to  
 perform the wear tests. 
 
r Annually check all sprinkler head bearings for wear and leakage.  Replace as necessary. 
 
r Prepare laterals for non-seasonal use by draining and removing and storing or protecting 

it in the field.  Tie down wheel lines. 
 
r Repair broken or dented pipe. 
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