UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE MT-ECS-118
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (Rev.) 5/2010

RANGELAND MONITORING WORKSHEET

COOPERATOR DATE
FIELD OFFICE ASSISTED BY
NRCS PROGRAM CONTRACT NUMBER

The following are minimum requirements for rangeland monitoring:

1. Goals and Objectives for the ranch and the monitoring plan.

2. Records of actual livestock numbers and the grazing period in each field will be kept annually. Utilization records
for a minimum of two key plant species will be recorded annually. Reference Range and Pasture Records Book,
MT GLCI, 1993.

3. Riparian Areas: If the conservation plan or program contract involves riparian areas, at least one permanent photo
monitoring plot will be established in a representative riparian area. Three to five photos should be taken to show
changes in vegetation and streambank condition over time.

4. Assessment(s) used to evaluate monitoring goals — such as cover, photographs, etc.

RANCH AND MONITORING GOALS:

MONITORING PLAN:

FIELD MONITORING TYPE OF TRANSECT
NUMBER TRANSECT LRU and ECOLOGICAL SITE
NUMBER PHOTO COVER OTHER

MONITORING SCHEDULE:
1. Monitoring plots must be established within the first two years of a program contract.
2. Photo plots should be recorded at least every other year until the end of the contract period.

3. Step point cover transects should be recorded at the beginning and end of the contract period for five year
contracts. For contracts over five years, they will be recorded additionally once during the middle of the contract.

YEARS TO BE RECORDED
MONITORING DATE OF COMPLETED

TRANSECT NO. | ESTABLISHMENT 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 v

* Mark each year that monitoring transect is completed with a v" and date.

NRCS Date Cooperator Date
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE MT-ECS-118
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (Rev.) 5/2010

EXAMPLE-RANGELAND MONITORING WORKSHEET

COOPERATOR: Big Buck Ranch DATE: 6-15-2010
FIELD OFFICE: One Dot ASSISTED BY: J. Smith
NRCS PROGRAM:  EQIP CONTRACT NUMBER: 10 - 60795

The following are minimum requirements for rangeland monitoring:

1. Goals and Objectives for the ranch and the monitoring plan.

2. Records of actual livestock numbers and the grazing period in each field will be kept annually. Utilization records
for a minimum of two key plant species will be recorded annually. Reference Range and Pasture Records Book,
MT GLCI, 1993.

3. Riparian Areas: If the conservation plan or program contract involves riparian areas, at least one permanent photo
monitoring plot will be established in a representative riparian area. Three to five photos should be taken to show
changes in vegetation and streambank condition over time.

4. Assessment(s) used to evaluate monitoring goals — such as cover, photographs, etc.

RANCH AND MONITORING GOALS: Increase production and cover of cool-season perennials. Increase litter cover
to improve soil health and decrease bare ground to < 10%. Increase root-binding perennial cover along streambanks.

MONITORING PLAN:

MONITORING
FIELD TRANSECT TYPE OF TRANSECT (C)

NUMBER NUMBER LRU and ECOLOGICAL SITE
(A) (B) PHOTO COVER OTHER (D)
3 1A 5 Ground Photos 46D, Loamy
3 1B Line-Point Intercept 46D, Loamy
9 2 3 Photos 46Y,Riparian Subirr.
15 3A 5 Ground Photos 46D, Loamy Steep
15 3B Line-Point Intercept 46D, Loamy Steep
15 3C Line Intercept-Shrub 46D, Loamy Steep

MONITORING SCHEDULE:

1. Monitoring plots must be established within the first two years of a program contract.

2. Photo plots will be recorded at least every other year until the end of the contract period.

3. Step point cover transects will be recorded at the beginning and end of the contract period for five year contracts.
For contracts over five years, they will be recorded additionally once during the middle of the contract.

YEARS TOBE RECORDED (G)
(E) (F) 2010 2011 | 2012 2013 2014 | 20 |20 |20 |20 v
1A 6-2010 XY () | XH) X X X
1B 6-2010 XV X
2 6-2010 XV X X X X
3A 6-2010 XV X X X X
3B 6-2010 XV X
3C 6-2010 XV X

* Mark each year that monitoring transect is completed with a v'and date.

(J) (K)
NRCS Date Cooperator
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE MT-ECS-118
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (Rev.) 5/2010

RANGELAND MONITORING WORKSHEET INSTRUCTIONS

Enter Field number.
Enter monitoring transect number. Number photo and cover monitoring plots in the same location as 1A, 1B, etc.

Check the type of monitoring plot: photograph, cover transect, or other method (name a specific method).

A
B
C
D. Listthe LRU symbol and the rangeland or riparian ecological site the transect is located in.
E. Enter the monitoring transect number from above.

F. Enter date the transect is scheduled to be installed.

G. List the consecutive years that transects should be recorded.

H. Check individual years that transects are scheduled to be recorded in (in this case with an X).

I.  When monitoring is completed for a scheduled year — insert a checkmark in the appropriate column.

J. NRCS signature.

K. Cooperator signature.
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