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Evaluating and Documenting Existing Stands 

Purpose:  
- Evaluate existing cover to determine if seeding is necessary to meet offered CP cover class.  
- Minimize disturbance on healthy stands with diverse communities providing wildlife habitat 
- Reduce costs of seedbed preparation, seed, planting where possible. 

Tools: 
- CRP Field Assessment Worksheet 
- ID-CPA-021 Ocular Estimates 
- Plant Materials Technical Notes 
- Soil Survey 
- Ecological Site Descriptions 
- Plant Guides and Plant Keys 

Guidelines for Counting Existing Species as Meeting Cover Requirements for all CP offers 

- Each individual species should be present on greater than half of offered acres. 
- Individual grass species should compose a minimum of 10% composition by weight. 
- All perennial forbs which are not listed on the state noxious weed list may be counted toward percent 

composition requirements as a group. Biennials, such as yellow sweetclover, can only be counted in a group. 
- Native shrubs that have re-established on the site contribute to the diversity of the stand.  Shrubs may be 

counted toward composition requirements for CP2, CP4B, CP4D, CP25, and CP42 (flowering, see pollinator list). 
- No individual species should be greater than 50% composition by weight. 

CP1 Introduced Grasses Forbs/Legume 

10 pt – Existing Stand 1-3 Species 
- Can be a monoculture with single species greater than 50% composition by weight.  
- Can count existing native or introduced species with at least 10% composition by weight. 

40 pt- Existing Stand 4 Species 
- Stand must include 3 perennial grasses and 1 forb/legume. 
- Each grass species should comprise 10-30% composition by weight at a minimum. 
- Perennial forbs should comprise of 5-15% composition by weight at a minimum. 
- Above guidelines apply. 

CP2 Native Grasses Forbs/Legumes 

20 pt - Existing Stand 1-3 Species 
- Can be a monoculture of native grass species greater than 50% composition by weight. 
- Can count existing native grass species with at least 10% composition by weight. 
- Can count perennial forbs as a group with 5-15% composition by weight. 
- Can count shrubs as a group with 5-15% composition by weight. 
- Above guidelines apply. 

 



50 pt – Existing Stand 5 Species 
- Must include 3 species of native grass and at least one forb/legume or shrub. 
- Existing stand must include 5 species. 
- Grass species should range between 10-30% composition by weight. 
- Perennial forbs as a group should range between 5-15% composition by weight. 
- Shrubs as a group should range between 5-15% composition by weight. 
- Above guidelines apply. 

CP4B and CP4D – Permanent Wildlife Habitat 

40 pt – Existing Stand 4 Species 
- Stand must include mixture of 4 species of grasses, trees, shrubs, or forbs/legumes. 
- Grass species may be native or introduced 
- Can count grass species with at least 10% composition by weight. 
- Can count perennial forbs individually or as a group with 5-15% composition by weight. 
- Can count shrubs individually or as a group with 5-15% composition by weight. 
- Wildlife conservation plan must be developed with producer. 
- Above guidelines apply. 

 
50 pt – Existing Stand 5 Species 

- Stand must include mixture of 5 species of predominately native grasses, trees, shrubs, or forbs/legumes. 
- Only native grass species may be counted toward requirements. 
- Can count native grass species with at least 10% composition by weight. 
- Can count perennial forbs individually or as a group with 5-15% composition by weight. 
- Can count shrubs individually or as a group with 5-15% composition by weight 
- Wildlife conservation plan must be developed with producer. 
- Above guidelines apply. 

 
CP25 – Rare and Declining Habitat Restoration 

 
50 pt – Existing Stand 

- Existing stand should be based upon reference state in the ecological site description. 
- Existing stand must meet minimum quality criteria 60% similarity with upward trend. 
- Refer to Conservation Practice Standard 643 Restoration and Management of Rare or Declining Habitats. 
- Request assistance from Rangeland Mgmt. Specialist 

 
 

Guidelines for Developing Seeding Plans 

The goals for developing a seeding plan are to improve existing stands or to establish new stands that meet or exceed 
the minimum requirements for selected CP cover class.  Wildlife habitat is an expected benefit for CRP plantings.  
Considerations for wildlife should be made regarding timing and method of seedbed preparation, planting, and species 
selection. 
 
Seedbed preparation is an important component of establishing a new seeding. Providing a firm, weed free seed bed 
that is free from competition can increase the odds of a successful establishment. If multiple years or a combination of 
chemical and mechanical treatment for seedbed preparation is necessary, be sure to include details in seeding 
specification.  Temporary cover is also permitted to assist with control of weeds and reduce erosion prior to permanent 
planting.  
 
 
 



Determining Percentage of Acreage to Plant: 
- Established stand must meet the minimum requirements for offered CP cover class.  
- A suitable mixture of grasses, forbs, and/or shrubs that will meet minimum CP cover class requirements should 

be seeded throughout the planning unit on approximately 70% of offered acres. 
- Strip seeding or mosaic patterns are allowed. 
- Inter-seeding (seeding into existing stand) is not recommended. 
- In situations where multiple species are present, but will not adequately meet offered CP requirements, a 

smaller percentage of the planning unit may be planted with consultation of Area and/or State office staff. 
 
ID-CPA-025 Seeding and Planting Plan: 

- Prepare ID-CPA-025 that meets CP cover class requirements.  
- Present alternative seed mixes and planting plans to producer for their consideration. 
- Seeding rates for individual species should come from Plant Materials Tech Notes. 
- Be prepared to provide additional assistance to producers if a recommended species is not available. 
- Recommend species best suited for wildlife 
- Provide detailed guidance to producer on seedbed preparation, purchasing seed mix, and calibration of 

equipment. 
 
References for Developing Seeding Plans: 

- Approved Plant list for Idaho CRP 9-2010 
- 327 Conservation Cover Standard and Specification 
- Plant Materials Technical Notes: 

o Tech. Note 2A Plants for Pollinators in the Intermountain West  
o Tech. Note 2B Plants for Pollinators in the Inland Northwest 
o Tech. Note 7 Mixing Seed With Rice Hulls 
o Tech. Note 10 Pasture and Range Seedings, Planning-Installation-Evaluation 
o  Tech. Note 24 Grass, Grass-Like, Forb, Legume and Woody Species for the Intermountain West 
o Tech. Note 19 Calibrating a Seed Drill for Conservation Plantings 
o Tech. Note 33 Plant and Seed Vendors for Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Eastern Washington, Wyoming 
o Tech. Note 50 Conservation Shrubs and Trees for the Intermountain West 

 
Species Best Suited for Wildlife 
Wildlife habitat benefits are a desired outcome of the CRP program. In collaboration with IDFG, USFWS, NRCS, and FSA a 
list of species has been identified as best suited for wildlife habitat. This list does not include introduced rhizomatous 
grasses or crested wheatgrass.  Species approved for planting include: 

- Native Perennial Grasses 
- Perennial Forbs 
- Native Shrubs/Trees 
- And the following Introduced Grasses 

o Tall Wheatgrass 
o Russian Wildrye 
o Altai Wildrye 
o Orchardgrass 
o Meadow Brome 
o Timothy 
o Siberian Wheatgrass 

 
Seeding plans may include species on the Approved Plant List for Idaho CRP 9-2010 that are not best suited for wildlife if 
site conditions will limit establishment of desirable species.  Species such as intermediate, pubescent or crested 
wheatgrass should not comprise of more than 10% of seed mix.  
 

ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ID/programs/technotes/tn2a_pollinators_west.pdf�
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ID/programs/technotes/tn2a_pollinators_west.pdf�
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ID/programs/technotes/tn2b_pollinators_inland_nw.pdf�
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ID/programs/technotes/mixseed_ricehulls.pdf�
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ID/programs/technotes/tn10_pasture.pdf�
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ID/programs/technotes/tn24_seed_species_1110.pdf�
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ID/programs/technotes/calibration07.pdf�
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ID/programs/technotes/tn33_vendors_0111.pdf�
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ID/programs/technotes/tn50_shrubs.pdf�


CP1 Introduced Grasses Forbs/Legume 

10 pt – Planted Stand 2-3 Species 
- Can’t be planted as a monoculture. 
- Can use native or introduced grasses. 
- No individual species should comprise greater than 50% composition by weight when established. 

 
40 pt- Planted Stand 4 Species 

- Stand must include 3 perennial grasses and 1 forb/legume. 
- Each grass species should comprise 10-30% composition by weight when established. 
- Perennial forbs should comprise a minimum of 5-15% composition by weight when established. 
- Planned establishment of no species greater than 50% composition by weight. 
- Planted species should be on “Best Suited for Wildlife“ list above.  

CP2 Native Grasses Forbs/Legumes 

20 pt - Planted Stand 3 Species 
- Stand must include 3 native perennial grasses and 1 forb/legume. 
- Each grass species should comprise 10-30% composition by weight when established. 
- Perennial forbs should comprise a minimum of 5-15% composition by weight when established. 
- Planned establishment of no species greater than 50% composition by weight. 

50 pt – Planted Stand 5 Species 
- Must include 3 species of native grass and at least one forb/legume or shrub. 
- New stand must include 5 species. 
- Individual grass species should range between 10-30% composition by weight when established. 
- Perennial forbs as a group should comprise a minimum of 5-15% composition by weight when established. 
- Shrubs, if planted, as a group should range between 5-15% composition by weight when established. 
- Planned establishment of no species greater than 50% composition by weight. 

CP4B and CP4D – Permanent Wildlife Habitat 

40 pt – Planted Stand 4 Species 
- Stand must include mixture of 4 species of grasses, trees, shrubs, or forbs/legumes. 
- Grass species may be native or introduced and  
- Wildlife conservation plan must be developed with producer. 
- Planned establishment of no species greater than 50% composition by weight. 

 
50 pt – Planted Stand 5 Species 

- Stand must include mixture of 5 species of predominately native grasses, trees, shrubs, or forbs/legumes. 
- Only native grass species may be counted toward requirements. 
- Wildlife conservation plan must be developed with producer. 
- Planned establishment of no species greater than 50% composition by weight. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CP25 – Rare and Declining Habitat Restoration 
 
50 pt – Planted Stand 

- Planted stand should be based upon reference state in the ecological site description. 
- Planted stand should move community toward minimum quality criteria of 60% similarity. 
- Refer to Conservation Practice Standard 643 Restoration and Management of Rare and Declining Habitats. 
- Request assistance from Rangeland Mgmt. Specialist 

 
Guidelines for Determining Stand Establishment 

The guidance for evaluation of stand establishment is found in Plant Materials Tech Note #12.  

- Tech. Note 12 Guidelines for Determining Stand Establishment on Pasture, Range and Conservation Seedings  
- Seedings should be evaluated when grasses are at least in the 3-4 leaf stage allowing for identification. 
- The composition of establishment should be representative of seed mix planted at the site.  
- Stand is established when approximately 70% of planted species are established. The established stand must 

meet CP cover class requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ID/programs/technotes/tn12_seedlings.pdf�


 

Example of ID-CPA-021 Ocular Estimates 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate composition by 
group first.   

Percent composition for 
site should always be 
100% 



Example ID-CPA-025 Seeding/Planting Plan 
 

 

For Full PLS rate refer to tables in 
PM Tech note 24.  

% of planned mix should add to 
100% for species. 


