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SUBJECT: Idaho CRP — Pollinator Mixtures
Dear Ron and Sherri,

National Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) rules indicate that nine (9) pollinator species;
(three flowering in each of the three flowering periods - early, mid and late) should be included
in the pollinator seed mixtures as part of the ranking criteria for CP42 Pollinator Habitat.
However, 9 pollinator species, especially those flowering late, are often not commercially
available to include in the seed mixtures for the lower precipitation zones of southern Idaho.

For precipitation zones below 16 inches of mean annual rainfall, NRCS recommends that the
CRP rules allow an exception to require only 5 pollinator species for the CP42 Pollinator Habitat
seeding mixture. The mix should include species that cover at least two flowering periods in this

case.
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COVER MIXES FOR IDAHO CRP - POLLINATORS

February 2011
References
Idaho Plant Materials Technical Notes:
No. 24 Plants for Pollinators in the Intermountain West
No. 2B Plants for Pollinators in the Inland Northwest
No. 94 Plants for Saline to Sodic Conditions
Ne. 10 Planning Pasture and Range Seedings
No. 11 Pasture - Species Selection and Grazing Management Guidelines
No. 24 Grass, Grass-Like, Forb, Legume, and Woody Seed
Species for the Intermountain West
No. 41 Restoration and Diversity of Plant Conmunities with Woody Plants

Ldalhio NRCS Specification, Conservation Cover (327)

All seedings and plantings shall be in a firm weed free seedbed. Seedbed preparation will be performed
to provide a firm, weed free seedbed that ensures seed contact with mineral soil and ample moisture to
uniformly facilitate seedling emergence. Rule-of-thumb, a person’s footprint will not go deeper than 4
inch in the prepared seedbed. A weed-free seedbed will generally not exceed 1 seedling per square foot
of unwanted plants at time of planting. See Conservation Cover Specification (327) for acceptable
planting dates by MLRA. No fertilizer is initially recommended for these plantings.

The producer should be informed that attempting to plant multi-species stands, especially of native
species, in precipitation zones of less than 12 inches or sites with soil limitations that reduce water
holding capacity such as shallow, gravelly, eroded, stony, etc. involves a high degree of risk. Experience
has shown that trying to establish multi-species stands under these conditions results in a fairly high rate
of failure that often requires one or more attempts at reseeding, inter-seeding, or strip seeding to meet the
requirements of the agreed to CRP cover practice. This risk can be significantly reduced by summer
fallow for two seasons (to store soil moisture and control weeds) prior to planting or by irrigating
establishing stands for 1-2 growing seasons or until seedhead development occurs on establishing grasses.

Forb/Legume species in seedings/plantings:
See Idaho Plant Materials Technical Note No. 2A, 2B or “Species List for Pollinators — Idaho CRP” for

alternative forb/legume species for pollinator plantings.

Shrub species in seedings/plantings:
See Idaho Plant Materials Technical Note No. 2A, 2B or “Species List for Pollinators — Idaho CRP” for

alternative shrub species for pollinator plantings.

Shrubs such as sagebrush species, buckwheat species, rabbitbrush species, rose. winterfat and saltbush
can be planted by seed. Sagebrush, forage kochia and winterfat should be placed (broadcast) on the soil
surface - do not bury seed.

Other shrub pollinator species such as bitterbrush, chokecherry, cinquefoil, currant, dogwood, elderberry,
hawthorn, plum, serviceberry, snowberry and skunkbush sumac should be planted as rootstock, or
container stock to achieve a full planting rate of 400 established plants per acre over the acres required to
meet, the CP practice requirements.



EXAMPLES: CP42 Pollinater Habitat - Mixed stand of native grasses (no more than 25% of mixture} and combination of

5 to 9 flowering forbs, legumes or shrubs planted for pollinator habitat,

8-12 Loamy Wheatgrass, Snake River 0.6 1bs. PLS
Shallow Bluegrass, Big/Sandberg 0.2 Ibs. PLS
Gravelly Wheatgrass, Slender 0.3 bs. PLS
Saline, Calcarcous Sweelclover, Yellow 0.6 Ibs. PLS

Yarrow, Western 0.1 ths, PLS
Globemallow 0.2 lbs. PLS
Beceplant 1.0 lbs PLS
Rabbitbrush 0.05 Ibs, PLS
Saltbush, Fourwing 0.2 lbs. PLS
Sagebrush, Wyoming Big  0.05 1bs. PLS

12-16 Loamy Whealgrass, Bluebunch 0.6 lbs. PLS
Shallow Bluegrass, Big 0.2 lbs. PLS
Gravelly Wheatgrass, Slender 0.5 Ibs. PLS
Eroded, Stony Alflalfa 0.5 Ibs PLS
Saline, Calcareous Blue flax 0.5 1bs. PLS

Yarrow, Western 0.1 1bs. PLS
Sunflower 0.5 1bs. PLS
Sweetclover, Yellow 0.4 Ibs. PLS
Rose, Woods 0.1 1bs.PLS
Sagebrush, Wyoming Big  0.03 1bs. PLS
Rabbitbrush 0.05 lbs. PLS
8-16 Sandy Ricegrass, Indian 1.0 Ibs. PLS
Dropseed, sand 0.1 lbs. PLS
Wheatgrass, Thickspike 0.5 lbs. PLS
Alfalla 0.5 1bs PLS
Penstemeon, Sand 0.5 1bs PLS
Beeplant, Yellow 1.0 Ibs.PLS
Yarrow, Western 0.1 lbs. PLS
Sunflower 0.5 Ibs. PLS
Rabbitbrush 0.03 [bs.PLS
Sumac, Skunkbush Plants
Sagebrush, Basin Big 0.03 1bs. PLS
Saltbush, Fourwing 0.2 Ibs. PLS
16-30+ Loamy Wheatgrass, Bluebunch 0.5 lbs. PLS
Shallow Brome, Mountain 0.5 1bs, PLS
Gravelly Fescue, Idaho 0.5 1bs PLS
Eroded Wildrye, Blue 0.5 1bs. PLS
Acidic Seils Burnet, Small 2.0 ibs. PLS
Coneflower 0.8 Ibs. PLS
Clover, Alsile or Ladino 0.4 Ibs.PLS
Blanket-flower 0.6 Ihs.PLS
Penstemon, Rocky Mtn 0.5 Ibs. PL.S
Penstemon, Venus 0.5 ihs. PLS
Sainfoin 2.0 1bs.PLS
Serviceberry Plants
Snowberry Planis
Sagebrush, Mtn. Big 0.03 1bs. PLS

Sagebrush and winterfat should be placed on the soil surface - da not bury seed.

Saltbush seed can be drilled in mix with other species in the mix,
Establishment of forbs is very difficult. Sweetclover is a biennial that will only be present in wet years and the year immediately
following wet years. Do nof expect sweetclover o be present during extended periods of drought.



SPECIES LIST FOR POLLINATORS - IDAHO CRP

The species listed below are only recommendations. Other appropriate plants may be available.
Refer to NRCS Idaho Plant Materials Technical Note Number 2A, 2B and 24 for alternate specie,
recommended seeding rates, seeding depths, etc. In some cases native grasses, forbs, legumes or
shrubs may be invading CRP stands naturally and this invasion may be considered part of the mix
based on an actual site visit. *Seeding rates are full drill rates - Broadcast planting, increase rate
by150-200 percent — Use percentage of these rates.

NATIVE GRASSES — not to exceed 25% of the pollinator seed mix PLS*
Common Name Releases PPT Lbs/Ac
Bluegrass, Big 'Sherman’ 9+ 2
Bluegrass, Nevada Opportunity 9+ 2
Bluegrass, Sandberg High Plains, Reliable, Mountain Home 8+ 2
Brome, Mountain ‘Bromar’, 'Garnet’ 16+ 10
Dropseed, Sand 7+ 1
Fescue, Idaho ‘Nezpurs’, Winchester 16+ 4
Needlegrass, Thurber 8+ 6
Ricegrass, Indian Nezpar' 'Rimrock’ 8+ 6
Squirreltail, Big' ‘Sand Hollow' 12+ 6
Squirreltail, Bottlebrush 'Fish Cr.", 'Toe Jam', Rattlesnake 8+ 6
Wheatgrass, Bluebunch Anatone, 'Goldar', 'P7' 12+ 8
Wheatgrass, Slender ‘First Strike’, Copperhead, 'Pryor’ 10+ 6
Wheatgrass, Snake River ‘Secar', ‘Discovery’ 8+ 8
Wheatgrass, Thickspike ‘Bannock’, ‘Critana’, ‘Sodar’ 8+ 6
Wildrye, Basin 'Magnar', 'Traithead’, ‘Continental® 8+ 8
Wildrye, Blue 16+ 8
NATIVE FORBS AND LEGUMES PLS
Common Name Releases Flowering PPT Lbs/Ac
Aster species mid, late 12+ 2
Biscuitroot, Fernleal early 12+ 6
Blanket-flower mid, late 6+ 6
Columbine early, mid 16+ 2
Coneflower mid, late 4+ 8
Flax, Lewis Maple Grove early, mid 10+ 5
Gayfeather or Blazing Star ‘Eureka' mid 24+ 10
Geranium early, mid 16+ 10
Globemallow species early, mid 7+ 2
Penstemon, Firecracker Richfield early 10+ 4
Penstemon, Palmer 'Cedar’ carly 10+ 4
Penstemon, Racky Mountain ~ ‘Bandera’ early, mid 18+ 4
Penstemon, Venus Clearwater earty, mid 16+ 2
Prairieclover species mid 14+ 4
Prairie Smoke early 13+ 2
Sweetvetch, Northern (Utah)  “Timp’ early, mid 12+ 10
Sunflower species mid, late 12+ 4
Yarrow, Western Eagle, Great Northern mid, late 8+ 0.5



INTRODUCED FORBS AND LEGUMES

Common Name Releases

Alfalfa 'Ladalk’, 'Trevois', 'Spreador’
Beeplant, Yellow or Rky Mtn

Burnet, Small Delar'

Clover, Alsike

Clover, Red

Clover, Sirawberry

Clover, White

Flax, Blue 'Appar'

Milkvetch, Cicer ‘Lutana’, ‘Monarch’
Sainfoin

Sweetclover, Yellow or White
Trefoil, Birdsfoot

NATIVE (INTRODUCED) SHRUBS

Common Name Releases
Bitterbrush plants only
Buckwheat species plants only
Buffaloberry, Silver plants only
Chokecherry plants only
Cinquefoil, Shrubby plants only
Current, Golden plants only
Dogwood cuttings or plants
Elderberry plants only
Hawthorn, Black plants only
Mockorange or Syringa plants only
Peashrub, Siberian (introduced) plants only
Plum, American plants only
Rabbitbrush, Green

Rabbitbrush, Rubber

Rose, Woods

Serviceberry plants only
Snowberry plants only
Sumac, Skunkbush plants only
Willow species cuttings

PLS

NATIVE SHRUBS - NON-POLLINATORS - Important for sage grouse habitat

Common Name Releases

Sagebrush, Basin Big

Sagebrush, Mountain Big

Sagebrush, Wyoming Big

Saltbush, Fourwing Snake River Plains, "Wytana'

Flowering PPT Lbs/Ac
early, mid 12+ 5
early B+ 10
mid, late 4+ 20
early 18+ 3
early I8+ 6
early, mid 18+ 4
early, mid 18+ 4
early, mid 10+ 3
late 154 7
garly, mid 14+ 34
early, mid 9+ 4
late 18+ 3
PLS
Flowering PPT Lbs/Ac
early 10+ N/A
mid, late 14+ N/A
early, mid 16+ N/A
early 14+ NA
early, mid 18+ N/A
early 12+ NA
garly 16+ N/A
mid 18+ N/A
early, mid 12+ N/A
mid 18+ N/A
garly 14+ N/A
early 14+ N/A
late 10+ 05
late 10+ 0.5
early, mid 12+ 1
early 14+ NA
mid 14+ N/A
early 14+ NA
early 18+ N/A
PLS
Flowering PPT Lbs/Ac
10+ 0.5
14+ 0.3
9+ 0.5
8+ 2
7+ 2

Winterfat Northern Cold Desert, Open Range



