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Animal Enhancement Activity — ANMO09 — Grazing management to improve
wildlife habitat

Enhancement Description

Implement a grazing management plan that will allow
for rest periods to provide adequate residue for nesting
and fawning cover and increase diversity of vegetation
structure to benefit a variety of wildlife species.

Land Use Applicability
Pastureland, Rangeland, Forestland

Benefits
i Wildlife habitat can be greatly improved through

: : : proper grazing management. Proper grazing
management is essential to healthy wildlife popul ations because plants supply many species of
birds and animals with food and cover for nesting, fawning, loafing, roosting, travel and escape
from predators and adverse weather. These include song birds, quail, turkey, pheasants, deer, and
rabbits to name just afew. Some species of ground nesting grassland birds are in decline and
others have become uncommon. Healthy stands of forage can be managed to provide habitat for
awide array of wildlife.

Conditions Where Enhancement Applies
This enhancement applies to all pasture (including silvopasture), range or forest land use acres.

Criteria

1. Defer 33% of the grazing land on the land use from grazing during the nesting/fawning
season each year.

2. Develop and implement a written grazing management plan that identifies the following:
a. wildlife management objectives for grazing land,
b. targeted wildlife species,
C. nesting or fawning dates,
d. thelocation and number of acresto be deferred each year,
e. aschedule for the year of deferment, and
f. stocking rates that will allow proper forage utilization while maintaining proper plant

heights that provide food and shelter for wildlife and maintain plant health.

Additional criteria for silvopasture
1. Inventory the habitat condition of the silvopasture, the farm, and adjoining farmsto
determine habitat needs for the targeted wildlife.
2. Useone or more of the following methods to improve habitat for the targeted species.
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a. Establish additional understory vegetation (e.g., native grass, forbs and shrubs) that

will improve habitat conditions for the targeted species.

Establish clusters of other tree speciesif needed as afood source (e.g., oaks for mast).

Manage tree canopy to achieve the desired understory plant community.

Leave some dead or dying trees as snags if cavity nesting wildlife is targeted.

Remove trees or invasive plants that do not provide the desired habitat.

Replace removed trees by planting new trees or shrubs that will provide the desired

habitat.

g. Thinlessdesirable treesto encourage the growth of treesthat will provide the desired
wildlife habitat.

~PpopoT

Adoption Requirements

This enhancement is considered adopted when a grazing management plan targeting selected
wildlife species has been written and one-third of the grazing land is avoided during the
nesting/fawning season each year as prescribed.

Documentation Requirements
1. A schedule of when grazing activities occurred documenting that grazing activities were

deferred on a minimum of 33% of the available acreage.
2. A map showing the acreage where these activities are applied.
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Animal Enhancement Activity — ANMO09 — Grazing
Management to | mprove Wildlife Habitat

Additional guidance for grazing management to improve wildlife habitat:

Defer one third of grazing land from grazing during the nesting/fawning season, April 1
though August 1, each year. If the grazed land is silvopasture, the criteria also require
one or more methods to improve the habitat.

The grazing management plan must include all the required elements.

For additional information, refer to:

Idaho NRCS Plant Materials Technical Note 24, Conservation Plant Species for the
Intermountain West. ftp://ftp-
fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/1 D/programs/technotes/tn24 seed species 1011.pdf

Idaho NRCS Plant Material Technical Note 24 Supplement: Intermountain Planting
Guide, USDA-ARS Forage and Range Research Lab/Utah State Extension, AG 510.
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/I D/programs/technotes/tn24suppl ement. pdf

NRCS National Range and Pasture Handbook, Chapter 8 — Wildlife Management on
Grazing Lands.

http://www.nr cs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/nati onal/landuse/r angepastur e/ ?cid=
stel prdb1043084

Thisactivity may NOT be used with the following enhancements:
ANM21, ANM23, PLTO5, PLT15

Potential duplicate practices:

528 - Prescribed Grazing, 645 - Upland Wildlife Habitat Management
(SGI Options 1A/1B), 512 - Forage and Biomass Planting, 550 Range
Planting, 612 - Tree and Shrub Establishment, 666 - Forest Stand

I mprovement
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