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Civil Rights is for you!
NICRC Website:  http://www.nv.nrcs.usda.gov/about/NV_CR.html
DATE:

December 16, 2008
TO:  


NICRC Members

RE:  


NICRC Meeting Minutes

Present:  

 





Bill Elder, NRCS Advisor





Teri Knight, Secretary

Paulette Balliette, FWEPM
Rose Santos, BEPM

John Harrington, Acting NRCS State Conservationist

Maria Murillo, HEPM

Cory Lytle, Chair

Imelda Anderson, AAPIEPM

Lee Porter, NRCS Staff

Jarrod Edmunds, NRCS Staff
Not Present:

Laura Matthews, NRCS Advisor

Linda Quinn, AIEPM and FSA Liaison
Tom Stephens, VEPM
Zeeta Augello, DEPM
CC:





Roger Van Valkenberg, FSA State Director





Larry Smith, RD State Director

I. Opening & Introduction
John Harrington, Acting State Conservationist for NRCS opened today’s meeting and welcomed members.
Meeting began at 10:05 a.m.

II.
       Minutes Review

Cory made a motion to accept the minutes, with Rose making a second. Minutes of September 30, 2008 were accepted as written.  Rose will post the minutes to the website.
III.
Program Reports  

FWSEPM Report:  Paulette participated in a teleconference with the national FWSEPM.
BSEPM Report:  Rose attended the national BSEPM conference in Atlanta. There were 26 BSEPP managers in attendance.  Rose said it was a great training covering: responsibilities as SEPMs, reporting to State Conservationists and state staff, and develop and implementing business plans.  Also, the importance of career fairs in recruiting was stressed.
AISEPM Report:  Linda was not in attendance.
APISEPM Report:  Imelda would like to attend the upcoming API training in August 2009 in Sacramento, CA.  She is working with her supervisor to get approval to participate.
DSEPM Report:  Zeeta was not in attendance.
HSEPM:  Maria had no update.
VSEPM Report:  Tom was not in attendance.
NRCS Advisor Reports:  
Laura was not in attendance.  Bill reported that there were two items on the national bulletin of importance:

Bulletin 239-4 – Black History poster contest is due Jan. 7th, 2009

Bulletin 239-5 – reporting on civil rights issues is due at the end of Jan. 2009. 
ACTION: If there are items to get into the National Civil Rights office, send comments to Cory and he will forward them on.

Bill announced that the new Nevada State Conservationist has been picked, Bruce Petersen, and he will begin duty in Nevada January 4th, 2009.
Also, Bill mentioned that the committee is charged with updating the FAC and has not done so.  He pointed out that with new staffing at the Director’s level, a meeting of the FAC in February or March could include updates on the multiagency civil rights work.  He will be coordinating this with Bruce Petersen.

Chair Report:  Cory had no report.  He was collaborating with Lee Porter on work that is currently underway in Oregon and Cory would like to report on that at the next meeting.


  Vice-Chair Report:   This position is vacant until Old Business.
Secretary Report:  Teri has been working with Rose to update the website.  Also, the first quarter updates to the business plan are compiled and posted to the website.  Teri reported that the Indian Nations Conservation Alliance (INCA) conference was held last week in Las Vegas.  She attended in lieu of Bill Elder.  Attendance at the conference appeared low compared to past years.  But, the dialogue between Tribes and NRCS was healthy and useful.  
Web Update: The NICRC web link is   http://www.nv.nrcs.usda.gov/about/NV_CR.html  Rose keeps the website updated on an as need basis.
Career Fair Update(s):

Upcoming dates
UNLV


Feb. 26, 2009 

UNR


Nov. 5 and 6

Great Basin
April 8, 2009

Jarrod, Teri and John Jeffredo of the Mojave Special Projects office attended the Oct. 8th Career Fair at UNLV.  Attached is a memo recording who came to the NICRC booth.  The next career event is at UNLV on Feb. 26th.  Teri requested help getting payment made for us to participate.  John recommended that we send a request into Maggie (along with an AD700) and it will get paid. Rose would like to create a more Nevada-oriented video for the career fair booths.  She has a video that is partially prepared.  Rose will send this out to the committee to get feedback and photos from all of the agencies.  Bill mentioned that UNR has a career fair in Jan.  There will be a meet-n-greet the evening before sponsored by the University (with pizza).  Bill will be getting volunteers from the Reno staff to be available for the UNR event.
IV.

Old Business

1.  NICRC Position Vacancies.  The State Conservationist appointed Jarrod Edmunds to the position of Vice-chair.
Jarrod shared his personal history from growing up in West Texas to his career with NRCS and the last 11 years in the LV office.  Lee Porter, will serve in an ex-officio capacity.  We welcome both Jarrod and Lee to the committee.
2.  Training Assessment Update.  Bill needs to communicate with FSA and RD.  When the new RD and FSA Directors are named, he and the State Conservationist will be discussing this item (along with others) at the FAC.

ACTION:  Bill and Bruce Petersen will discuss this issue with the State Directors of FSA and RD as well.

3.  Business Plan.  The FY09 business plan was reviewed. 
ACTION: Committee members should get their 2nd quarter updates into Teri by January 15, 2009.  

ACTION:  Teri will incorporate all of the updates and forward the Business Plan to Cory for approval and to Rose for posting on the website.

There was discussion about the business plan having no budget component.  Bill can pull together the rough costs of career fairs, travel for SEPMs and personnel hours for Bruce Petersen.  It would be helpful to have some costs available for discussion with State Directors of FSA and RD.  
4.
Plan of Action.    Remove this item from the agenda.
V.  
New Business
No new business.
VI.

Open Comment

Jarrod brought up the point that the NRCS student programs (STEP and SCEP) and Earth Team are very good for recruitment.  Rose concurred, saying that the BSEP panel recognized the low cost of student interns and the high pay out for NRCS in terms of future staff.  Jarrod would like to have future SCEPs to get a more diverse training while they are at NRCS so they can see the breadth of NRCS.

There was some discussion of having a meeting with everyone in the same place in 2009.  We might be able to tie it onto an interagency update on the new Farm Bill.  Food for thought for Bruce Petersen.
VII. 
Future Meeting Dates and Locations for FY09


March 10, Tuesday, from 10 to noon;



June 16, Tuesday, from 10 to noon;



September 8, Tuesday, from 10 to noon.
VIII.   Adjournment

     The meeting adjourned at 11:05 pm.
Minutes prepared by Teri A. Knight, Secretary, reviewed by Cory Lytle and Committee.
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