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Civil Rights is for you!
NICRC Website:  http://www.nv.nrcs.usda.gov/about/NV_CR.html
DATE:

March 10, 2009
TO:  


NICRC Members

RE:  


NICRC Meeting Minutes

Present:  

 





Bill Elder, NRCS Advisor





Teri Knight, Secretary

Paulette Balliette, FWEPM
Rose Santos, BEPM

Bruce Petersen, NRCS State Conservationist

Maria Murillo, HEPM

Cory Lytle, Chair

Jarrod Edmunds, Vice-chair
Tom Stephens, VEPM
Not Present:

Linda Quinn, AIEPM and FSA Liaison
Zeeta Augello, DEPM
Imelda Anderson, AAPIEPM

CC:

I. Opening & Introduction
Bruce Petersen, State Conservationist for NRCS opened today’s meeting and welcomed members. He is a strong supporter of civil rights and thanked the committee for their service.  While we are waiting for official budgets and funds to hire new staff, Bruce supports our effort to showcase USDA programs at the career fairs.  In the new budget, NV NRCS is anticipating $15M for programs, with 10% of EQIP and WHIP funds targeted to underserved/underrepresented groups.  Bruce is looking forward to meeting and working with the new State Directors of FSA and RD.  The multiagency Civil Rights Committee will be a discussion topic at the next FAC meeting. 
Meeting began at 8 a.m.

II.
       Minutes Review

Cory made a motion to accept the minutes, with Paulette making a second. Minutes of September 30, 2008 were accepted as written.  
ACTION: Rose will post the minutes to the website.
III.
Program Reports  

FWSEPM Report:  Paulette said that the national FWSEPM will be joining the API conference in Sacramento, the week of August 17.  She has been sending emails as they are available.
BSEPM Report:  Rose made contact with the UNR Student Diversity group and has exchanged information.  She distributed information and the new poster for Black history month.
AISEPM Report:  Linda was not in attendance.
APISEPM Report:  Imelda was not in attendance.
DSEPM Report:  Zeeta was not in attendance.
HSEPM:  Maria has received information on the Elko career fair for April 8th and will be attending.  Paulette requested the LANDCARE info so they could request a USDA banner.
VSEPM Report:  Tom had no new items to report.
Cory wanted to know what committee members are doing with the scholarship emails that the SEPMs send out.  He forwards them to the Lincoln County High School counselors.

NRCS Advisor Reports:  Bill and Reno staff attended the UNR career fair at the end of January.  He also provided an update on the civil rights portion of the NV-NRCS FY09 business plan.  Bill mentioned that the second advisor, Laura Matthews has relocated leaving a new vacancy.    Teri read the by-laws; article III, section 1 for clarification.  “The Committee will be assisted by a Civil Rights Liaison from each Agency who will represent, and be appointed by the respective DEEO Officers. The Human Resources Managers and Outreach Coordinators will serve as advisors to the committee (http://www.nv.nrcs.usda.gov/about/bylaws.html).”
ACTION: Bruce, Bill and Cory will address filling the vacancy.


Chair Report:  Cory and Bill completed a civil rights review of the RC&D program in the Las Vegas field office on Monday.  Also, Cory discussed developing a binder for field offices to house CR documentation, CR field office reviews, questions, and guidelines, etc.
Vice-Chair Report:   Jarrod and Cory will be producing a State Bulletin outlining partner civil rights responsibilities with Boards and Councils with annual requirements and deadlines. Jarrod participated in the UNLV career fair.  He would like to see some of the generic assignments in the business plan get tasked to individuals so they will get done. Jarrod and Teri volunteered to get a draft civil rights budget together for the next meeting.  Jarrod volunteered to get the recognition and awards opportunities (State and National) organized and out to the committee in the 3rd quarter.
There was discussion about the business plan having no budget component.  Bill has a rough budget that he will give to Teri and Jarrod.  



  ACTION:  Teri and Jarrod will prepare a draft budget for the next meeting, June 9th.
  ACTION:  Jarrod will prepare a bulletin on the award opportunities for the next meeting, June 9th.

Secretary Report:  Teri reported that updates for the Business Plan have been coming in, especially from SEPMs. The invitation to today’s meeting was to all staff in the three agencies, which is new.   Teri had additional information regarding the Las Vegas career fair to report later.  
Web Update: The NICRC web link is   http://www.nv.nrcs.usda.gov/about/NV_CR.html  Rose keeps the website updated on an as-need basis.  She revamped and updated the American Indian Assistance Directory.  It is available on the web, as well as being distributed to offices in paper copies.  Thank you, Rose.  Rose requested additional input in the career fair slideshow/video.    We would like the video to reflect all three agencies and showcase the kinds of work that employees are engaged in.  Teri mentioned that the video was a draw to the booth at UNLV.
ACTION:  Tom will request some RD photos from Zeeta.
Career Fair Update(s):

Upcoming dates
UNLV


Oct. 7, 2009 

UNR


Nov. 5 and 6

Great Basin
April 8, 2009

Jarrod, Teri and John Jeffredo of the Mojave Special Projects office attended the February 26th Career Fair at UNLV.  There were 180 employer booths and 1500 students (50% were seniors) in attendance.  We had 85 student visitors (rough count), with 30 disciplines. While we were not hiring, we had plenty of information on jobs in USDA and more detailed info on skill sets that NRCS is looking for.
IV.

Old Business

1.  NICRC Position Vacancies.  There is one vacancy, the agency Advisor position.
2.  Training Assessment Update.  Bill will be addressing this issue when the new State Directors are appointed.

ACTION:  Bill and Bruce Petersen will discuss this issue with the State Directors of FSA and RD. 
Bill wanted to know if the other two agencies had civil rights requirements in their business plans.  Tom did not know about    RD.  
3.  Business Plan.  The FY09 business plan was reviewed. Assignments were made for the tasks on the first four pages of the business plan.  Teri will get this update to Rose for posting on the website.
ACTION: Committee members should get their 3rd quarter updates into Teri by March 31st, 2009.  

ACTION:  Teri will incorporate all of the updates and forward the Business Plan to Cory for approval and to Rose for posting on the website.

V.  
New Business
Jarrod wanted to know if there were any funds in the tentative budget for recognition of outreach efforts made during the year.  Bill recalled that $500 (approximately) was delineated for awards (to individuals or groups).  Tom mentioned that RD had a budget of $700 or so for give away ‘trinkets’ for their outreach events.  Rose mentioned that the national Black SEP conference last fall had wonderful give away items and would check to see how other committees managed to purchase these items.
VI.

Open Comment



Cory thanked us all for our continued work and commitment to the civil rights and outreach goals.
VII. 
Future Meeting Dates and Locations for FY09


June 9th, Tuesday, from 10 to noon.  PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS A NEW DATE.


September 8, Tuesday, from 10 to noon.
VIII.   Adjournment

     The meeting adjourned at 10:37 pm.

Teri will reserve the teleconference line for June 9th and send out the next reminder in mid-May.
Minutes prepared by Teri A. Knight, Secretary, reviewed by Cory Lytle and Committee.
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