Meadow Valley Wash survey

September 12, 2005

All three lower sites: Rox, Vigo, and Carp were completed on the above date.  The winter flooding made survey work quite easy, with very little cover or overstory along the stream reaches.  Surprisingly, native fish were in abundance at the two upper stations.  This was even at the Carp station, after a serious fire in 2004 that removed all vegetation from the stream edge and deposited massive amounts of ash in the upstream drainage. 

No fish were taken in the lower-most reach at Rox/Farrier, which was typically dominated by large numbers of mosquito fish and bullhead catfish.  The site location was again moved slightly, to better track future fish population trends.  All permanent locations were drastically altered from the winter flooding, and without previous GPS coordinates would have been difficult to determine.  The only non-native fish taken during the day were a few mosquito fish at the Carp site.  Past surveys at this station have shown abundant mosquito fish due to a nearby spring source.  Current pictures of each site are included below, but further photo work needs to be done to document the stream course in this lower river.
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Figure 1 Rox
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Figure 2 Vigo

	Site
	Rox
	Vigo
	Carp

	GPS
	11S 0708152
	
	

	
	4080704
	
	

	Survey date
	9/12/05
	9/12/05
	9/12/05

	Transect length
	50 meters
	50 meters
	50 meters

	Species
	Sample pass
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	3

	
	speckled dace
	
	
	
	20
	7
	3
	83
	73
	32

	
	Desert sucker
	
	
	
	2
	2
	  0
	31
	30
	15

	
	Mosquito fish
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	2

	
	Bullhead CF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	0
	1

	
	Bullfrogs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5
	3
	0

	
	Minutes
	10
	
	
	15
	10
	10
	20
	20
	10
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Figure 3 Carp

[image: image4.jpg]Meadow Valley Wash desert sucker
Sept 12, 2005
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[image: image5.jpg]Meadow Valley Wash speckled dace
Sept. 12, 2005
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No fish








In previous years the stream was contained within the salt cedar trees and the rock face.  In a spot electrofishing survey on May 9, no fish were taken in this reach (see FT#050509). 





The previous surveys were completed directly under the trestle.  Union Pacific personnel were digging footings in this area so we moved the site slightly upstream.





January 2005 train derailment .








