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Date: December 23, 2009

WASHINGTON BULLETIN WA300-10-7
Subject:  LTP – Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) High Tunnel Pilot Project
Purpose.  To transmit information on signup eligibility and technical requirements for the High Tunnel Pilot Project.

Expiration Date.  September 30, 2010
Washington Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is participating in the High Tunnel Pilot Project.  The practice “Seasonal Tunnel System for Crops” will be offered for Fiscal Year (FY) 2010 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) contracts through the Organic Initiative signup only.  The ranking cutoff date for the Organic Initiative signup has been extended; no deadline has currently been announced.  This practice will not be available for those applications accepted as of the FY10 general EQIP ranking cutoff date of August 15, 2009.  It is likely that the practice will also be offered for FY11 general and organic EQIP signups, but a final decision will be made on this at a later date.

The practice will be limited in extent to a maximum of five percent of one acre of cropland.  The practice will only be available for crops grown in the soil.  Use over potted plants will not be included.  The practice is also limited to tunnel systems with a minimum height of six feet.  An applicant’s previous use of similar systems will not be a consideration for participation.  The practice must be used to solve a SWAPA resource concern.  

The Draft Interim Standard and a practice summary are being forwarded to assist with technical questions regarding the practice.  A payment scenario is under development and will be distributed as soon as it is available. 

If you have questions please contact Paul Scales, SRC, at (509) 323-2961 or Dave Brown,
ASTC-P, at (509) 323-2971.

ROYLENE RIDES AT THE DOOR

State Conservationist

Attachments:  Seasonal Tunnel System for Crops - Draft Interim Standard

                      High Tunnel Practice Summary

                      Washington News Release
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