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Plant Enhancement Activity
Task:  States need to identify adapted species, seeding rates, and seeding dates.
Solution: Utilize Plant Materials Technical Note 1 – Conservation Seeding and Planting Guide for Washington available at http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/efotg_locator.aspx?map=WA for pertinent information.  This document has recommended seed mixtures appropriate for pasture seedings in various precipitation zones.  Species origin (native or introduced) is also indicated.

	Plant Materials Technical Note 1 12-15 PZ Recommendations 

	Plant Materials Technical Note 1 18-25 PZ Recommendations 

	Plant Materials Technical Note 1 25+ PZ Recommendations 

	Plant Materials Technical Note 1 6-9 PZ Recommendations 

	Plant Materials Technical Note 1 9-12 PZ Recommendations 

	Plant Materials Technical Note 1 Conservation Seeding and Planting Guide for WA 

	Plant Materials Technical Note 1 Irrigated Recommendations 

	Plant Materials Technical Note 1 Master Species spreadsheet 

	Plant Materials Technical Note 1 Species and Rate Calculations 


Species composition would be based on pure live seed in the specified mixture.

This native seeding enhancement will be done on entire pastures using only native species in the mix to allow for appropriate grazing management and stand maintenance.
Proper grazing management is critical to maintenance of native seedings in pasture settings.  The grazing management plan will include: 

· A deferment from spring grazing (until after seed set) at least one year out of three years.  

· Minimum stubble heights will be greater than 4 inches in all years.  

· No fertilizer applications are allowed.
Recommended native grasses for western Washington include Blue Wildrye (Elymus Glaucus) and Slender Wheatgrass (Elymus trachycaulus).  Other native species may be included but will be more difficult to establish and maintain.  These species include Tufted Hairgrass (Deschampsia cespitosa), Onespike Danthonia (Danthonia unispicata), Prairie Junegrass (Koeleria macrantha), Roemer’s Fescue (Festuca idahoensis ssp. roemeri).
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