
&&&&Get ready.&&Get set.&&Get in CSP!

Tips to help Washington’s 
agricultural producers...

qualify for enhancement payments 
in the future. It is also important to 
remember that the size of annual CSP 
payments is linked to the number of 
acres enrolled in the program.

Think comprehensively. 
The CSP rewards producers who are 
broadly addressing many different 
resource concerns.

Be prepared. When the CSP 
comes to your watershed there will be 
a limited time to enroll. Learn about 
the program in advance and keep your 
records updated so you will be ready 
to enroll when the time comes.

Get started now. 
If the CSP is offered in your 
watershed this year, complete 
the CSP Self-Assessment 
Workbooks, gather documen-
tation for tillage, crop rota-
tions, soil testing, and nutrient 
and pesticide applications, 
and attend a local NRCS 
informational meeting. 
     The importance of re-
cord keeping cannot be 
overstressed. Farmers who 
received CSP payments in 
2004 had good records of 
pasture, range, nutrient, and 
pest management practices. 
If you’re interested in the 
CSP for the future, review the 
Self-Assessment Workbook 
and the soil and water quality 
standards for your operation 
and start or continue docu-
menting your conservation 
efforts.

     Producers interested in CSP are 
responsible for gathering documents 
and records to provide proof of exist-
ing conservation efforts. Those who 
plan in advance, will be in a much 
better position to benefi t later.

Get more information 
about CSP. For more information 
on CSP and other conservation pro-
grams, contact your local NRCS offi ce 
or click on to www.wa.nrcs.usda.gov.
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The Conservation Security Pro-
gram  is the fi rst program to re-
ward farmers who have adopted 

good conservation practices, and 
it provides substantial incentives to 
expand or enhance current conserva-
tion efforts. Consequently, agricultural 
producers with on-going, documented 
stewardship activities will be in a bet-
ter position to reap the benefi ts of the 
program when it’s offered.
     Producers can improve their 
chances of having a successful CSP 
application if they focus on activities 
that protect soil and water quality. In 
addition, improving wildlife habitat and 
air quality, conserving energy, and 
addressing related natural resource 
concerns, are also important program 
goals. Many of these concerns can be 
addressed in a conservation plan.
     Following are 10 tips that, while 
not guaranteeing a successful CSP ap-
plication, can put producers in a much 
better position to reap the rewards of 
their stewardship activities.

Keep good records. To 
qualify for the CSP you must go into 
your local NRCS offi ce for an inter-
view and show records of your current 
conservation practices – especially soil 
tests.

Maintain and improve soil 
quality. To qualify for the CSP you 
need a positive Soil Conditioning Index 
(SCI) score. This usually means a high 

residue crop, for short rotations and 
some form of conservation tillage, 
and hay or a perennial crop for longer 
rotations.

Talk with farmers who 
have participated in the 
CSP. They can give you helpful 
advice based on their experiences.

Attend a local NRCS CSP 
information meeting or 
visit with NRCS. Even if you 
are unsure that you have land that 

qualifi es for the CSP, consider speak-
ing with your local NRCS profes-
sionals, just to be certain. If you’re 
interested in the CSP for the future, 
visit with NRCS to see if there are 
practices you should begin now and 
to fi nd out if there are programs to 
help.

Get a copy of the CSP 
Self-Assessment Work-
books. If you’re in a priority 
watershed this year, complete the 
workbooks (available at your local 

NRCS offi ce or on the Web at http://
www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/) 
and start gathering the records you’ll 
need to document conservation work 
on your farm. If not, review the work-
books and take note of the soil and 
water quality requirements.

Get your foot in the door. 
Currently, the CSP is available only 
in selected priority watersheds each 
year. If there is a signup in your 
watershed, you can go one step at a 
time. Consider enrolling part of your 
farm and then expand in future years. 
You can qualify for the CSP even if 
you have just one fi eld, pasture, or 
orchard that meets the designated 
requirements.
     While payments might be low for 
a CSP contract involving just a few 
acres, once you’re enrolled you may 
be able to upgrade your enrollment 
by adding more acres and conserva-
tion enhancements. Land eligible 
for the CSP must meet basic NRCS 
standards for soil and water quality, so 
consider how much of your land might 
qualify.

Enhancement payments  
may be signifi cant.        
Enhancement payments, offered for 
exceptional conservation efforts and 
additional conservation practices, 
represent the best fi nancial rewards. 
Although you may need to start small, 
you can set goals that will help you 
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