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Natural Resources Conservation Service phone 509-323-2900
316 W, Boone Ave. Suite 450 fax 509-323-2909
Spokane, WA 99201-2348 web site www.wa.nrcs.usda.gov

Date: June 23, 2010

WASHINGTON BULLETIN WA300-10-16
SUBJECT: Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Enhancement Scheduling

Purpose. Transmit National directive for options on scheduling and completing fiscal
year {FY) 2010 CSP enhancements.

Expiration Date. June 23, 2011

The attached letter and table provide options to CSP participants in FY10-Round 2 for
scheduling and completing the required enhancements in the first year of the
contract. The table is intended as guidance only. The applicant’s specific situation
will determine which option, if any, is best suited for their operation.

The approval authority for options one and three are hereby delegated to the area
conservationists. As noted in the letter, the request for these options must be in
writing from the applicant. Approval by the area conservationist will also be done in
writing and maintained in the participant’s case file at the field office level.

Questions on this process should be directed to Dave Brown, Assistant State
Conservationist, Programs, Spokane State Office, (509) 323-2971.

O T
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Attachments
Completing FY10 Enhancement Chief Options
Early Application CSP Activities
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Unifed States Departuient of Agriculture

GNRCS

Matural Resources Conservation Semvice
Post Office Box 2880
Washington, D.C. 20013

JUN- 1 2010
SUBIECT:  LTP - Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

TO: State Conservationists File Code: 300-26
Director, Pacific Islands and Caribbean Areas

Because the second CSP ranking and funding period for fiscal year (FY) 2010 is occurring fairly late
in the year, | am authorizing State Conservationists (STC) to use certain administrative Hexibility to
achieve CSP conservation goals and the legislative requirement in the 2008 Farm Bill to make CSP
payments as soon as practicable after October 1 of each fiscal year for activities carried out in the
previous fiscal year. This waiver ensures that all CSP participants have an opportunity to earn

FY 2011 contract payments for FY 2010 work; it applies only to the first payment under FY 2010-2
coniraets.

States should work with applicants to schedule at least one enhancement in FY 2010 under the
proposed contract. Some enhancements can be readily installed before the end of the fiscal year on
September 30, 2010. However, for some applicants it will be chatlenging to select enhancements that
can be installed in this short time period. Consistent with the CSP final regulations issued on June 3,
2010, only enhancements, not practices, may be scheduled in the first fiscal year of a contract.

The flexibilities authorized to STCs under this waiver include the following options in the order in
which they should be considered:

Applicants may begin enhancements supported by financial assistance before final approval of the
contract. The request to do so must be from the applicant to the STC in writing and must follow
guidance in 440-CPM, Part 512, Subpart C, Section 512.23C.

Applicants who cannot fulfill the program policy of adopting at least one enhancemient in the [irst
fiscal year ol the contract will be allowed to schedule the enhancement in the Conservation
Measurement Tool (CMT) for 'Y 2010 if they can later show proof thal they commenced the
enhancement before September 30, 2010, An enhancement is considered commenced if the
participant can provide evidence of commitment of labor or incurred cost, This inchudes, but is not
limited to, commencement of construction activities, purchase of materials, or contracting for services.

Applicants who cannot fulfill one of the options above may be allowed to schedule an enhancement
for FY 2010 if the enhancement will be implemented or instatted no later than December 31, 2010,
This option must be requested by a participant in writing, The STC will consider each request on a
case-by-case basis, Ifthe STC grants the request, the activity will be scheduled in CMT for FY 2010,

Helping People Help the Land

An Equat Opportanily Provider and Employer




State Conservalionists, et al,
Page 2

However, the payment will not be made until the activity can be certified as completed by the
applicant.

ALY 2010-2 contracts will expire on December 31, 2014, to accommodate a full 5 years of
implementation under the exceptions listed above.

For approved waiver requests, STCs will be responsible for ensuring waiver provisions are properly
adhered to and carried out. NRCS is responsible for ensuring that contracts retain in compliance
by conducting annual contract reviews early in the year in accordance with 440-CPM, Part 512,
Subpart IF, Section 512.55.

Your outreach efforts are appreciated, and [ encowrage all of you to aggressively continue these efforts
to ensure robust participation in the 2010 second ranking and funding period.

If you have ques*tions please contact Dwayne IHoward, Branch Chief, Stewardship Programs, at (202)
720-3524, or email: Dwayne. Howard@wde. usda.pov,

e

e
Dave White

Chief

e

Virginia {Ginger) L. Murphy, Associate Chief, NRCS, Washington, D.C.

Craig Derickson, Deputy Chief for Financial Assistimee aind Community Development, NRCS,
Washington, D.C.

Leonard Yordan, Regional Conservationist, East, NRCS, Washington, D.C.

Diane E. Gelburd, Regional Conservationist, West, NRCS, Washington, D.C.

Thomas W. Chiistensen, Regional Conservationist, Central, NRCS, Washington, D.C.

Garry Lee, Acting Director, Financial Assistance Program Division, Washington D.C.




2010 Ranking Period 2

Replace burning of prunings, removais and other crop

AIRO3 : ) . . Y
residues with non-burning alternatives
Use drift reducing nozzles, low pressures, lower boom
AIR04 . : o N
height, and adjuvants to reduce pesticide drift
AIRDE R'eplacmg oil- and wood-fired heaters in orchards and v
vineyards
AIRD7 GPS, targeted spray application {SmartSprayer), or other N
chemical application electronic control technology
ANMO1 |Drainage water management for seasonal wildlife habitat N
ANMO2 Defer crop production on temporary and seasonal N
wetlands
- - -
ANMO3 Incorporate native grasses and/or legumes into 15% or N
more of the forage base
ANMO4 E>fter.1d emst_mg filter strips for water quality protection and v
wildlife habitat
ANMOS Extendl.ng rlpanan.n ft:?rest bL'lffers for water quality "
protection and wildlife habitat
ANMOG Extending existing riparian herbaceous cover for water v

quality protection and wildlife habitat




2010 Ranking Period 2

Extending existing field borders for water quality

ANMO7 Y*
protection and wildlife habitat
Improve the plant diversity and structure of non-cropped

ANMOS S . Y
areas for wildlife food and habitat

ANMO9 |Grazing management to improve wildlife habitat Y

ANMI10 Harvest hay in a manner that aliows wildlife to flush and v
escape

ANM11 |Patch-burning to enhance wildlife habitat N

ANM12 [Shallow water habitat Y

ANM13 Nc.)n—.forested riparian zone enhancement for fish and v
wildlife

ANM14 R:pa!rlan forest buffer, terrestrial and aquatic wildlife v
habitat

ANM1S Fore§t stand improvement for Wildlife Habitat and Soil v
Quality

ANML7 Monitoring nutritional status of livestock using the NUTBAL y
PRO System

ANM18 [Retrofit watering facility for wildlife escape Y

ANM19 |Wildlife corridors Y*

ANM20 (Silvopasture for wildlife habitat Y

ANM21 |Prairie Restoration for Grazing and Wildlife Habitat Y*

ANM22 |Restoration and Management of Rare or Declining Habitats Y

ANM23 Multi-species Native Perennials for Biomass/Wildlife N

Habitat
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ANM24

2010 Ranking Perfod 2

Forest Wiidlife Structures

ANM25

Stockpiling forages to extend the grazing season

ANM26

Managing Calving to coinicide with Forage Availability

ENRO3

Pumping plant powered by renewable energy

ENRO5

tocally grown and marketed farm products

PLTO1

Establish pollinator habitat

PLTO2

Monitor key grazing areas to improve grazing management

PLTO3

Forest stand improvement pre-treating vegetation and
fuels

PLTO4

Forest Stand Improvement, Prescribed burning

PLTO5

Multi-story cropping, sustainable management of
nontimber forest plants

PLTO6

Renovation of a Windbreak, Shelter Belt or Hedgerow for
Wildlife Habitat

PLTO7

Hardwood Crop Tree Release

PLTO3

Hahitat Development for Beneficial Insects for Pest
Management

PLT10

Intensive Management of Rotational Grazing

PLT11

Conifer Crop Tree Release

PLT12

Patch Harvesting

SOEO1

Continuous no till with high residue

SOED2

Protection of Cultural Resource

SOEO03

Continuous No Till Organic System

sQLo1

Controlled traffic system




2010 Ranking Period 2

5QL02 Continugus cover crops ¥*

SQLO3 Draut\afge water management for nutrient, pathogen, or N
pesticide reduction

SQLO4  (Use of Cover Crop Mixes y*

S5QLO5  {Use deep rooted crops to breakup soil compaction Y*
Conversion of cropped land to grass-based agriculture for

sQLoe | - . - , N
biomass or forage production and wildlife habitat

SQLO7 |Forest Stand Improvement for Soil Quality Y
Biological Suppression and Other Non-chemical Techniques

wQLO1 . . Y
to Manage Brush, weeds and Invasive Species

WQL03 [Rotation of supplement and feeding areas Y

WQLO04 Plant tissue tests and analysis to improve nitrogen N
management

WQLO06 {Apply controlled release nitrogen fertilizer N

WQLo7 Split nitrogen applications 50% after the crops/pasture N
emerge/green yp

WQLO8 A.pply split ?pp!:catlons of nitrogen based on a pre- N
sidedress nitrogen test on cropland

WQL10 |Plant a cover crop that will scavenge residual nitrogen y*

WaQL11 |Precision application technology to apply nutrients N

WaQL12 [Managing livestock access to water bodies/courses Y

wQL13 High level Integrated Pest Management to reduce pesticide N

environmental risk




2010 Ranking Period 2

WQL14 |Land Application of Treated Manure Y Y Y
Reduce the concentration of nutrients on farm by limiting
WQL15 |the amount of feed and fertilizer brought on livestock N Y N
farms
WQL16 |Use of legume cover crops as a nitrogen source N Y Y*
WQL17 |Use of non-chemical methods to kill cover crops N Y N
WQL18 [Non- Chemical Pest Control for Livestock Y Y Y
WQL19 |Transition to Organic Grazing Systems N Y N
WAQL20 |{Transition to Organic Cropping Systems N Y N
WQL21 |[Integrated Pest Management for Organic Farming. N Y N
waQlL22 |On Farm Composting of Farm Organic Waste N Y Y
WaQL23 [Provide Livestock Protection Away from Sensitive Areas Y Y Y
WQTOL Glrrigation system automation Y Y Y
wQT02 [Mulching for moisture conservation Y Y Y
WQTO03 lrrigation pumping plant evaluation Y Y ¥
WQT04 |Regional weather networks for irrigation scheduling ¥ ¥ Y
WQTO5 Remote monlltormg and notification of irrigation pumping v y y
plant operation
CCR99 |Resource-Conserving Crop Rotation N N N
FPPO2 |On Farm Pilot Projects Y y** YE*
FRDO1 {On Farm Research and Demonstrations YH* y** Y

*Depending on local planting dates, **Depending on projects selected by states
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2010 Ranking Period 2

Brush Management

328 Conservation Crop Rotation

329 Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till/Strip Till/Direct
Seed

338 Prescribed Burning

340 Cover Crop

342 Critical Area Planting

344 Residue Management, Seasonal

345 Residue and Tillage Management, Mulch Till

346 Residue and Tillage Management, Ridge Till

380 Windbreak/Shelterbelt Estahlishment

383 Fuelbreak

384 Forest Slash Treatment

386 Field Border

390 Riparian Herbaceous Cover

301 Riparian Forest Buffer

393 Filter Strip

394 Firebreak

395 Stream Habitat Improv/Mgmt

449 Irrigation Water Management

511 Forage Harvest Management

512 Pasture and Hay Planting

528 Prescribed Grazing

550 Range Planting

612 Tree/Shrub Establishment

643 Restoration and Management of Rare and Declining
Habitats

644 Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management

645 Upland Wildlife Habitat Management

647 Early Successional Habitat Development/Management

650 windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation

654 Road/Trail/Landing Closure and Treatment

655 Farest Trails & Landings

660  |Tree/Shrub Pruning

666 Forest Stand Improvement




Bundles

BCRO1

2010 Ranking Period 2

This bundle of enhancements consists of using
precision techniques to apply nutrients and pesticides
while widening buffers to protect non-cropped areas.
Includes AIR04, AIR07, WQL11, WQL13 and one of
the buffer widening enhancements. :

BCR02

This bundle of enhancements includes activities to
reduce inputs while improving the soil and water
quality and benefitting pollinators or other beneficial
insects. Includes ENRO5, WQL16, SQL02, WQL13
and PLTO1 or PLT08

BCRO3

This bundle of enhancements includes activities to
reduce inputs of energy, pesticides and nutrients while
protecting non-cropped areas by widening buffers.
Includes SOEQ1, WQLO7, WQL10, WQL13 and one
of the buffer widening enhancements.

BPAO1

This enhancement bundle consists of activities to
improve the forage base while protecting water quality
and protecting wildlife. Includes ANM0O3, WQLO03,
WQL12, ANM0OS and PLTO2.

BRAO1

This enhancement bundle consists of activities to
improve range management while protecting water
quality and protecting wildlife. includes PLT02,
WQL12, ANM18 or ANM11, ANMO9, and WQLO3.

BFO01

This enhancement consists of treating SE pine forest
with prescribed fire to improve wildlife habitat and
forest production. Includes ANM15, PLT03, PLT04,
ANM24 and ANM22.

BFOO02

This enhancement includes activities to improve
wildlife habitat and increase forest productivity.
Includes ANM15, PLTO7, ANM14, ANM24 and
ANM22,
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