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In Program Year FY12 NRCS Will 
Offer the Following National 

Initiatives: 
 

 Conservation Activity Plans (CAPs) 
 Seasonal High Tunnels  
 Energy 
 Organic 



 Conservation Activity Plans 
(CAPs): 

• Applications for CAPs will not be ranked 
• Approved by NHQ as funding is available 
• National Payment Rates are being 

Developed (Except for CNMP) 
• States Will Not modify CAP planning 

criteria 
• CAPs must be developed by Certified 

Technical Service Providers (TSP) 





 Seasonal High Tunnels: 
• Land Use – Crop 
• Ranking Criteria – States can Develop local 

ranking questions  
• Application Periods – 3 will be offered and 

set by NHQ 
 • Payment Schedule – 
States will set 
payment amounts 
except for CAPs 

•  Practices Offered – 
Set by NHQ, (not just 
High Tunnel Practice) 



• Land Uses – Crop, 
headquarters, 
pasture/rangeland 

• Ranking Criteria – States can 
Develop local ranking 
questions  

• Application Periods – 3 will 
be offered and set by NHQ 

• Payment Schedule – States 
will set payment amounts 
except for CAPs 

•  Practices Offered – Set by 
NHQ 
 

 Energy: 



 Organic: 
• Land Uses – Crop, headquarters, 

pasture/rangeland 
• Ranking Criteria – States can Develop local 

ranking questions  
• Application Periods – 3 will be offered and 

set by NHQ 
• Payment Schedule – States will set payment 

amounts except for CAPs 
•  Practices Offered – Set by NHQ 

 



High Tunnel, Energy & Organic: 
• Ranking Criteria: 

• High Tunnel & Organic – The General EQIP 
Washington State Questions will be used 

• Energy – State specific questions are being 
developed 

• Application Periods: 
• Period 1 – Ends February 02, 2012 
• Period 2 – Ends March 30, 2012 
• Period 3 – Ends June 01, 2012 

 
 

 



National Initiatives: 
 

 
 
 

 

• Negatives: 
• Takes some of the control for 

implementation out of the states 
control 

• No guarantee of funding levels 
compared to previous years 

• Change 

• Positives: 
• Streamlines some of the 

processes 
• Potential to receive more 

funding than previous years 
• Change 



"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its 
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 

orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an 
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 

for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD)." 

 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or 

(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

Questions? 
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