
Helpful Hint—Document Existing Practices 
 
 

Applies to Version: Toolkit Version 5.1 SP-2.1 
Written by: June Johnson 

Washington NRCS 
Toolkit Coordinator 

Helpful Hint Date: 6-13-06 

 

Background: 

Toolkit users when creating Plan Maps or a map for Cultural Resources review need to be able to document 
existing structures on the land without adding a practice to the practice schedule.  Any practices added 
to the map as part of a practice layer and attributed puts them in the practice schedule which means they 
also will show on the Practice tab in the Progress Reporting System (PRS.) 

Instructions: 

For existing practices, click on the Add Layer button and select the appropriate type of Resource 
Inventory.   

Lines 

For example, if you want to document an existing fence, use the Resource Inventory (Line) layer.  Digitize 
the lines, stop editing, and save your edits. 

Click on the Attribute (waffle) button and select Resource Inventory (Line) layer.  Use the select feature 
tool to pick the first line to attribute. 

 

Click on the pull down 
arrow.  Notice the choices. 

Pick the appropriate type.  The length is automatically completed.  You may add a label, your name, notes 
and the location of a GPS file, if used. 
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When you’ve attributed all of the lines, click OK. 

Right mouse click on the Resource Inventory (Line) layer and select Properties.  Go to the symbology tab.  

Go to Categories, Unique Values.  Use Linetype for the Value Field.  Click Add All Values.  Click on each 
individual line symbol and select an appropriate symbol for the practice. 

 

 
Another option for Symbology is to use Unique values, many fields and select LINETYPE and LABEL for 
the Value Fields. 
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Points 

Add a Resource Inventory (Point) layer to the map project. 

When attributing, the types for the Resource Inventory (Point) layer are: 

 

 

 

 

Note that if you were documenting an existing Watering Facility, you may need to use “Located Object” 
and describe it in the Label field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When symbolizing points, you may want to use Categories, Unique Values, Many Fields.  Pick Value Fields 
POINTTYP and LABEL.  Click Add All Values.  Edit the Label column to remove the “Located Object”. 

 
Pick appropriate symbols. 
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Polygons 

Add a Resource Inventory (Polygon). 

For the Resource Inventory (Polygon) Layer, here are your choices when using the Attribute Tool: 

 
Choose Resource Concern for those existing practices that don’t fit the choices and type in a Label 
and/or Notes.  For example: 
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When symbolizing the polygon layer, chose either Categories, Unique Values and select Label for the type, 
or pick Unique Value, Many Fields and select Polytype and Labels and Descrip (Notes), if desired.  Be sure 
to edit the Label column and select an appropriate symbol. 

 
 

When finished symbolizing the Resource Inventory layers, right mouse click on the layer name and save 
the symbology. 
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