NRCS-CSP Enhancement Activities, 2009, Washington State (Agronomy)


Soil Erosion Enhancement Activity –SOE03
Continuous No-Till Organic System
Enhancement Description

Task:  States need to define high residue, low residue crops

Washington Supplement information:  

 High residue producing crops in rotation , High residue crops are defined as: 

All annual cool season small grain and grass crops where residue following harvest is not removed.  This includes cool season spring and winter varieties of Wheat, Triticale, Rye, Barley, Oats. 

AND:

All annual warm season grass crops where residue following harvest is not removed.  This includes millet, sorghum, sudan, field corn, and sweet corn.

AND:

All Cover crops in the rotation where residue following termination is not removed.  Residue is left on the soil surface after termination of the cover crop.

Continuous No till is defined as Criteria for Practice Standard 329 is met for all crop intervals during the entire rotation.  This is when the true benefits of a No till system can be realized.
References:  Current Rusle2 Vegetation database, Biomass and harvest ratio data.  

http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/rusle2_dataweb/RUSLE2_Index.htm
Washington State Agronomist determinations based on common crop systems and soil erosion..

No-Till, Strip Till, Direct Seed Practice Standard 329 criteria to reduce soil erosion due to wind and water is met: eFOTG Section IV.  http://www.wa.nrcs.usda.gov/
Enhancement criteria is clearly stated.
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