CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION

401 TREE PRUNING

1.
SCOPE
The work shall consist of pruning trees and shrubs that are designated to be left standing within the areas as shown on the drawings or as staked in the field.

2.
TREES TO BE PRUNED
All trees and shrubs not designated for removal shall be pruned to reduce ladder fuels and improve timber quality.

3.
HEIGHT
Pines, cedars, and Douglas firs larger than 6 inches diameter breast height (dbh) shall be pruned to a height of 10 feet by having the lateral branches removed.  Trees smaller than 6 inches dbh shall be have the lower limbs removed in a manner that will leave no less than 2/3rds of the live crown.

Oaks shall be pruned by thinning and selectively removing branches to a height of 10 feet.  Branches larger than 3 inches shall not be removed.

4.
PRUNING METHODS
Lateral limbs shall be cut off flush with the bark by means of power saws, handsaws, lopping shears or other tools that will not damage the bark of the residual trees. When removing a live branch, pruning cuts should be made in branch tissue just outside the branch bark ridge and collar, which are trunk tissue.  If no collar is visible, the angle of the cut should approximate the angle formed by the branch bark ridge and the trunk.

5. DISPOSAL

Method 1  All pruned material shall be disposed of by hauling away from the site and used for fuel wood, chipped or ground for pellets or otherwise disposed of in accordance with local regulations and in an environmentally acceptable manner.

Method 2  All pruned material shall be shredded on site by means of a masticator.  

Masticator shall be capable of grinding, chipping and crushing woody debris to an average 

chip length of 6 inches or less.  A tracked mounted vehicle shall be used for slopes greater than 15 percent and for wet areas. Concentrations of chips shall be scattered and spread so that the average height does not exceed 12 inches above ground line.   

6.
MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT

For items of work for which specific unit prices are established in the contract, the

fuel-break pruned cleared area will be measured to the nearest 0.1 acre.  Payment for pruned clearing will be made for the total area within the designated limits at the contract unit price.  Such payment will constitute full compensation for all labor, equipment, tools and all other items necessary and incidental to the completion of the work.  

Compensation for any item of work described in the contract but not listed in the bid schedule will be included in the payment for the item of work to which it is made subsidiary.  Such items and the items to which they are made subsidiary are identified in Section 7 of this specification.

7.
ITEMS OF WORK AND CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Items of work to be performed in conformance with this specification and the construction details are:

a.
Subsidiary Item, Tree Pruning

(1)
This item shall consist of the pruning of the lower limbs from the residual trees.

(2)
Section 4, Disposal, will not apply. Disposal will be as specified in Section 5.a.(2) of Construction Specification 402, Slash Disposal

(3)
Section 5, Measurement and Payment, will not apply.  No separate payment will be made for this item.  Compensation shall be included in the payment for Bid Item 3, Fuel Break Clearing. 
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