NRCS-CSP Enhancement Activities, 2009, Washington State (Agronomy)


Soil Quality Enhancement Activity –SQL04

Use of Cover Crop Mixes 

Enhancement Description

This enhancement is for the use of cover crop mixes that contain two (2) or more different species of cover crops.
Task:  States need to develop list of approved cover crop mixes.
Washington supplement information:  There are no State approved or specific mixes for cover crops.

All species in a cover crop mix will be adapted to the site and climatic regime.

The cover crop mix must be planted in a timely manner:

Cover crop mix is established prior to the critical erosion period or the time period when the mix is intended to function for the designed purposes. 

Weeds and especially noxious/invasive weeds and volunteer plants are not considered cover crops.

References:  
Plant Materials Technical Notes:

http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/WA/PM_TECHNOTE_INDEX.pdf
#18:  Green Manure and cover crops for the Inland Pacific Northwest

#1:    Washington State Seeding guide

Agronomy Technical notes:  http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/WA/AGRONOMY_TECHNICAL_NOTES_INDEX.pdf
#2:  Winter cover crops for irrigated sandy soils in the Columbia basin
#9:  Management of residual nitrogen with cover crops

#10:  Planting dates for fall cover crops in the irrigated Columbia basin

#8:  Fall seeded cover crop trials

Notes:  NHQ criteria for the activity is adequate.  
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