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ACCESS EASEMENT BOUNDARIES AND IMAGERY 
NRCS customers and employees can now access 
Easements boundaries and imagery using a new set of 
Internet Map Services to assist in program business and for 
remote sensing activities. 
 
Easement data are available to the public for interest parties 
or Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. A limited 
amount of information is available in the public services to 
preserve Personally Identifiable Information (PII). 

NRCS SERVICES AND METHODS 
The services combine Easement Centroids and Boundaries, 
and Easement Imagery and Metadata in several ways to 
provide users with options for most effective use of the data. 
 
Easement Imagery at 1 foot resolution and National 
Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP) at 1 meter resolution is 
available for basic photo interpretation and image backdrop. 
Imagery metadata consists of photo centroid and photo date. 
 
There are three methods for accessing Easement data and 
imagery for NRCS employees. Each method provides users 
different capabilities and data. 

1. Web-Based Internet Map product 
2. ArcGIS Server, OGC, or KML service using a GIS 
3. ArcGIS with Image Server plug-in 

Method 1 – Access via the Web-Based Application 
• Start Internet Explorer and enter 

http://ncgcws.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/easements/imagery in the 
Address 

• Search by Agreement Number, County or State are 
offered to locate easements 

• Only a predefined set of layers are available in the 
service - Easement Boundaries and Centroids, 
Easement Imagery and Imagery Metadata, Base 
Layers, and NAIP. Users cannot add layers. 

• The user can use the Zoom In, Zoom Out and Pan 
tools to view the data 

• Attributes and metadata can be identified using an 
Identify tool and clicking on the easement(s) 

Method 2 – Access via the Internet Map Service 
Using a GIS such as ArcCatalog or ArcMap 
There are three services available using this method. Each 
service includes different data to allow advanced users to 
recombine and use the data as necessary to accomplish their 
work. 

• Data can be accessed through ArcCatalog or 
ArcMap by adding an ArcGIS Server connection to 
http://ncgcws.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/arcgis/services 

• The data can be previewed in ArcCatalog or added 
into ArcMap for further analysis 

• The Easements data layer can be queried by 
utilizing the Identify tool. 

Services can also be accessed using OGC or KML. 
Substitute the service name (boundariesandimagery, 
easementsimagery, or easements) in the following URL: 
• OGC 

http://ncgcws.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/ArcGIS/services/easement
s/<service name>/MapServer/WMSServer 

• KML 
http://ncgcws.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/ArcGIS/services/easement
s/<service name>/MapServer/KmlServer 

Method 3 – Access the Imagery Using the Add 
Image Server Plug-in 
The Image Server Plug-in provides the fastest connection 
when the user only wants to access the imagery. 

• The Add Image Server Plug-in is standard in ArcGIS 
9.3.  In ArcGIS 9.2, NRCS users must request ITS 
installation 

• The connection can be established in ArcMap. Click 
the “Add Image Server Connection” button and 
enter http://ncgcimg01.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov:10010/ 

• To access the Easements, double click the 
Easement folder, select the year, and choose East, 
Central or West. Click OK 

PUBLIC SERVICES 
These services provide a limited set of attributes to the 
public. Easement Centroids and Boundaries are available 
with Program Code, Program Name and State Abbreviation. 
No Imagery is included in these services. 
 
There are two methods for accessing Easement data for the 
public. Each method provides users different capabilities. 

1. Web-Based Internet Map product 
2. ArcGIS Server, OGC, or KML service using a GIS 

Method 1 – Access via the Web-Based Application 
• Start a browser and enter 

http://gdwweb1.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/easements/ in  the 
Address 

• Only a predefined set of layers are available in the 
service - Easement Boundaries and Centroids 

• The user can use the Zoom In, Zoom Out and Pan 
tools to view the data 

• Attributes and metadata can be identified using an 
Identify tool and clicking on the easement(s) 

• Query by Program Name allows the user to quickly 
view programs of a certain type 

Method 2 – Access via the Internet Map Service 
Using a GIS 

• Service can be accessed using a GIS 
http://gdwweb1.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/arcgis/services 

• OGC 
http://gdwweb1.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/arcgis/services/Easeme
nts/MapServer/WMSServer   

• KML 
http://gdwweb1.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/arcgis/services/Easeme
nts/MapServer/KmlServer 
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