September 6, 2012

            
NRCS STAC Nutrient Management Subcommittee 
10:00am – 3:00 pm    
Cle Elum, US Forest Service, Tom Craven Conference Room           

10:00 Welcome – Introductions – Purpose – Phosphorus Index    Schedule future meetings?
10:30 Minutes – Mitigation table (work in progress)
11:00 Biosolid presentations, Andy Barr (WSU), Sally Brown (UW), PNW0511e Application 
Rates, Chelsea Durfey (Natural Selection Farms) 
11:45 Lunch
12:45 Commercial Fertilizer – How the 590 will affect the Industry, Producers, Air Quality
  2:00 Mitigation table – Best Management Practices – Alternatives
  3:00 Adjourn 
September 27:  590 Nut Mgmt Standard DOE and LGU guidance 
October:  Adaptive Nutrient Management Strategies for WA
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Minutes:  August 21 – Mitigation Table Development  
Minutes:  Sept 5 - 
*WA is meeting as a State Technical Advisory Council’s (STAC) Technical Subcommittee with 18 members from State, Federal, Industry, and NRCS. We have been meeting since April in hopes of posting the 590 Standard in October so NRCS planners could use it. However, the Phosphorus Index will delay implementation until January. A poll was taken and it was decided to continue meeting as a Subcommittee to discuss other things with the 590 Nutrient Management Conservation Practice implementation.  

*Progress Reports on STAC Nutrient Management Technical Subcommittee progress reports are given at WATAC (NRCS Washington Tribal Advisory Council), WSCC, and NRCS State Leadership Team. 

*State Water Quality Control Authority (WA Dept of Ecology) submitted comments on their suggested guidance mid August. NRCS Agronomists will review and pose concerns, issues, recommendations to DOE in a fall meeting. 

*The Land Grant University submitted guidance in June. Material will be reviewed and suggestions considered on how to put it in a supplement document. 

*A grad student compiled fertilizer guides in NW USA with a draft due mid September. 
WSU dept head (LGU) said due to low budgets, fertilizer guides will not be a common practice for LGU. Instead they hope to distribute them as Western LGU guidance. Material will be reviewed and suggestions considered on how to pose the information. 

* OR has currently garnered OSU Soil Scientist as they did in the existing version of the Phosphorus Index. WA and OR developed their Phosphorus Index together, one for Western WA/OR and one for Eastern WA/OR.   It was suggested that the two have the same numerical format, currently one is addition and one multiplication. OSU will make recommendations to assist WA OR Phosphorus Index state-approved validation by SERA17. The extra high category will be removed in the 2013 590 Nutrient Management Conservation Practice. Consequently, the ranges from low to medium and medium to high will need to be evaluated.
 
*The STAC subcommittee is currently developing a mitigation table or tool on alternative technologies for nutrient management. This working document was distributed as homework to quantify the mitigation benefit each would achieve, replacing an “x” with a 1 Poor, 2 Fair, 3 Good, 4 Excellent. Collaboration on this will take place in Sept 27 meeting. 

*It sounds like there won’t be a centralized Phosphorus Index in CDSI and that states will have their Phosphorus Index validated by SERA17. SERA17 will be presenting information on Phosphorus Indexes at the American Society of Agronomy this fall. The Subcommittee will work with West National Technical Support Center agronomists to vet our Phosphorus Index’s progress so we stay on the necessary path.  

*Agenda item suggestions were brought up, especially for Webinars during the winter months. However, the Subcommittee will stay on task in getting the strategy for the 590 Nutrient Management Conservation Practice posting by February 1, 2013. The majority felt that the Subcommittee was working well and recommended to continue the meetings. A Doodle poll will schedule the next meeting dates. These will be posted under STAC (State Technical Advisory Council) in the left side on the WA NRCS Homepage. 

1

