CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION

287.  TOPSOIL
 1.
SCOPE
The work shall consist of furnishing, transporting, and placing topsoil to the specified depths on the areas as shown on the drawings.

 2.
QUALITY OF TOPSOIL
Topsoil shall consist of friable surface soil reasonably free of grass, roots, weeds, sticks, stones, or other foreign materials.

The topsoil shall consist of sandy loam, with soil particles within the following percentages: clay; 0-25; silt; 25-50; sand; 50-70; decomposed organic matter; 5-10.  

The clay content is optional.

The soil shall have a soil acidity range between a pH 5.0 to pH 7.0.  The soil salinity 

shall not exceed 3 millimhos per centimeter at 25oC (as described by USDA Circular

No. 982).

The Contractor shall notify the Engineer of the source of topsoil not less than 10 days prior to excavation.  

 3.
SPREADING
Placing and spreading of topsoil shall not be done when the ground is frozen, excessively wet or otherwise in a condition detrimental to the work.  Surfaces designated to be covered shall be lightly scarified just prior to the spreading operation.  Compaction of topsoil will not be required.

After placement is completed the surface of the topsoil shall be finished to a reasonably smooth surface.

 4.
MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT
For items of work, for which specific unit prices are established in the contract, the area of the surfaces covered by topsoil will be computed to the nearest square yard.  Payment for topsoil will be made at the contract unit price.  Such payment will constitute full compensation for all materials, labor, equipment, and all other items necessary and incidental to the completion of the work, including excavating, stockpiling, hauling, and spreading.

Compensation for any item of work described in the contract but not listed in the bid schedule will be included in the payment for the item of work to which it is made subsidiary.  Such items and the items to which they are made subsidiary are identified in Section 5.
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