NRCS-CSP Enhancement Activities, February 2011, Washington State (Biology)


Animal Enhancement Activity –ANM10

Harvest hay in a manner that allows wildlife to flush and escape
Enhancement Description: 
Harvesting hay using conservation measures that allow wildlife to flush and escape. These measures include timing of haying to avoid periods when upland wildlife are nesting or fawning, idling paddocks or pastures and idling hay land during the nesting or fawning period, leaving a residual forage height conducive to wildlife nesting and fawning for the following year, and applying haying techniques that reduce mortality to wildlife.
Task: 
 States need forage heights.
Washington supplement information for Criteria 3. A.:  
Maintain an eight inch forage height over winter. Do not cut the last harvest of the year below eight inches.
References:  
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/toc.aspx?CatID=16160
Biology Technical Notes:

#14:  Aquatic and Terrestrial Habitat Guide
Notes:
NHQ criteria described in the Job Sheet for the activity are adequate.
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