
NB_300_10_5, Requesting Information on the Largest and Most Environmentally Beneficial Fiscal 
Year 2009 Contracts for Eight Farm Bill Programs

National Bulletin: 300-10-5    Date:
November 
18, 2009  

Subject:
LTP - Requesting Information on the Largest and Most 
Environmentally Beneficial Fiscal
        Year 2009 Contracts for Eight Farm Bill Programs  

Action Required By:   January 8, 2010   
 
Purpose.   To request information from State Conservationists (STC) on their States’ largest and most 
environmentally beneficial fiscal year (FY) 2009 contracts for the following Farm Bill programs:  
Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) Program, Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP), 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP), 
Grassland Reserve Program (GRP), Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP), Wetlands Reserve Program 
(WRP), and Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP).     
 
Expiration Date.     January 8, 2011 
 
Background.    There is an urgent need for a body of up-to-date information that we can use in 
discussing Farm Bill programs with outside organizations and the general public.  In order to tell the 
story of NRCS—not just in terms of numbers, but also in terms of impact on the environment—we need a 
portfolio of case examples (including photos) to which we can turn for testimony, speeches, interviews, 
publications, and other outreach.  To develop this body of material, STCs are asked to send information 
on FY 2009 contracts in two categories: 

  
(1)  Most environmentally beneficial contracts; and
(2)  Largest financial assistance contracts.

  
To ensure that the information can be stored and retrieved for a wide range of purposes, each STC must 
use the specially designed Access database file that was sent via email on Monday, November 9, 2009, 
to STCs and State Public Affairs Specialists.  Attachment A contains the instructions for filling in the 
database and will be sent again with the database file.  The database requires information on each of 
the top 10 environmentally beneficial FY 2009 contracts and each of the 10 largest FY 2009 contracts (in 
terms of financial assistance) in each of the following programs in your State:  AMA, AWEP, EQIP, FRPP, 
GRP, HFRP, WRP, and WHIP.  If you do not have contracts for a particular program, do not provide 
information for that program.

  

This information is due no later than Friday, January 8, 2010, but should be sent sooner if possible.  
Before the database file is submitted back to National Headquarters, it must be compressed (zipped) 
using WinZip or it will not transmit through the mail system.  After compressing the file, send it via 
email to Supapol Siris at Supapol.Siris@wdc.usda.gov.  

  

If you have photos for the submitted projects, simultaneously upload them to the SharePoint FY 09 
Contract Photo Library at: https://nrcs.sc.egov.usda.gov/Shared%20Documents/fy09contracts.aspx?
PageView=Shared.  Attachment B contains the instructions for naming your photographs and uploading 
them to SharePoint.  Be careful to ensure that the contract/agreement number submitted to SharePoint 
matches the number submitted to the Access database.  Photos must be reduced to 5 MB or smaller 
before uploading.

  
If you do not have photographs, provide them at the earliest opportunity.  

        
 
     
 
Contact.   For program related questions, contact Mitch Flanagan at (202) 690-2190, or by email at 
Mitch.Flanagan@wdc.usda.gov.  For questions related to database submission, contact Supapol Siris at (202) 
720-7245, or by e-mail at Supapol.Siris@wdc.usda.gov.   
 
 

  

/s/ Virginia L. Murphy for

Dave White
Chief
   

  
 
Attachment A - Instructions for Filling Out FY 09 Contract Information Database 
Attachment B - Instructions for Uploading Photos to FY 09 Contract Photo Library      
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