CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION

251.  PLANT ESTABLISHMENT

1.
SCOPE

The work shall consist of replacing plants and establishing plants and planted areas.

2.
PLANT ESTABLISHMENT PERIOD

The plant establishment period shall be a period of 120 days beginning with the general inspection at the completion of planting.

The Contractor shall notify the Contracting Officer at least 5 days prior to the anticipated date of the general inspection.  Should work and areas be in a condition satisfactory to the Contracting Officer, he/she shall notify the Contractor of the beginning of the plant establishment period.

During the plant establishment period, the Contractor shall make an inspection of the site during the first and third weeks of each month, regardless of whether any establishment work has been done during the intervening period.  The Contractor shall check the quality and condition of materials, equipment, and plants installed; shall note deficiencies, corrections, and work to be accomplished; and shall submit a written monthly report to the Contracting Officer.

3.
GENERAL

Planted areas shall be kept free of litter, trash, surplus soil, and otherwise objectionable materials.

4.
PLANTS AND PLANTED AREAS

Plants installed under this contract shall be properly watered, cultivated, weeded, pruned, and treated for insects and pests.  Properly watered, as a minimum, will consist of filling the 3-foot-diameter basin around each plant to at least a 4-inch depth once a week.

During the plant establishment period, any plants or planted areas which are vandalized, diseased, dead, or in an unhealthy condition shall be replaced by the Contractor at his expense within 2 weeks after notification by the Contracting Officer.  Trees and vines shall be pruned as necessary to balance foliage and remove dead branches.  No shearing will be allowed.  Vines shall be checked to insure leaders are adhering to wall surfaces.

*

5.
WEED CONTROL

A 3-foot-diameter area around each tree, shrub, or vine shall be kept weed free.  Weeds and grasses shall be hand pulled before reaching a 6-inch height.

6.
EROSION

Erosion occurring on planted or seeded areas shall be promptly repaired and shall include cleanup, replacement of soil, grading, preparation, and replanting as required to keep planted areas without scars and washouts.

7.
DISEASES AND PESTS

The Contractor shall treat plants for fungus, diseases, rodents, and insects.  The Contractor shall be responsible for any damage to plants resulting from improper use of chemicals.

8.
FINAL INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE

Final inspection will be conducted at the end of the plant establishment period.  Notice requesting inspection shall be submitted by the Contractor to the Contracting Officer at least 5 days prior to the anticipated date.

Prior to the final inspection, the Contractor shall have performed final fertilizing, weeding, repair or replacement of unhealthy plants, and a thorough cleaning of planted areas. 

At the final inspection, the Contracting Officer's Representative will determine the condition of plants.  Plants, which are missing, vandalized, or unhealthy shall be replaced by the Contractor at his/her expense with the same species and sizes originally specified.

9.
MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT

Payment will be made as the work proceeds on a monthly basis, after presentation of invoices and/or statements by the Contractor showing his own costs, and evidence of the charges of suppliers, subcontractors, and others for work performed by them, such costs not to exceed one-fourth of the contract price.  If the total of such payments is less than the contract lump sum for plant establishment, the unpaid balance will be included in the final contract payment.  Total payment will be the lump sum contract price for plant establishment, regardless of the actual cost to the Contractor.

Payment of the lump sum contract price for plant establishment will constitute full compensation for all labor, materials, equipment, and all other items necessary and incidental to the completion of the work.

10.
ITEMS OF WORK AND CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

Items of work to be performed in conformance with this specification and the construction details are:


a.
Bid Item 5, Plant Establishment
(1)
This item shall consist of establishing, maintaining, and replacing all containerized plants in the planted areas during the plant establishment period.

(2)
In Section 2, PLANT ESTABLISHMENT PERIOD, the plant establishment period shall begin with the general inspection at the completion of planting of the containerized plants.

(3)
In Section 9, PAYMENT, payment will be as stated.
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