CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION

285.  HERBACEOUS PLANT ESTABLISHMENT
 1.
SCOPE
The work shall consist of establishing herbaceous plants (vegetative cover) to assure maximum possible survival and vigorous growth by the end of the establishment period, including furnishing and applying water and fertilizer.

 2.
MATERIALS
Water - The water shall be clean and free from injurious substances of oil, salts, acid, alkali, organic matter, or other deleterious compounds.

Fertilizer - The fertilizer shall be Ammonium Phosphate Sulfate commercial fertilizer and contain a minimum of 16 percent nitrogen, 20 percent available phosphoric acid, 0 percent water soluble potash, and 15 percent sulfur; uniform in composition, dry and free flowing, pelleted or granular.

 3.
PLANT ESTABLISHMENT PERIOD
The plant establishment period shall be for a period of time beginning on May 31 and extending to October 15 of the same year, unless otherwise specified in Section 7.

 4.
PLANT ESTABLISHMENT OPERATIONS
Maintenance - During the Establishment Period, the Contractor shall inspect the areas, and provide any dressing and/or re-shaping of the surface area as may be necessary to prevent sheet and rill erosion.

Damaged areas or failed areas of herbaceous plants shall be repaired and replanted in accordance with the original specifications used for planting prior to the date specified in Section 7.

Watering - The contractor shall provide an irrigation system, such as: portable irrigation lines with sprinklers, water-truck with pressure systems, or a system as devised by the Contractor that shall convey a uniform application of water as specified.  The Contractor shall provide the Engineer with a plan of the proposed irrigation system at the beginning of the "Establishment Period."

Irrigation Schedule - 

(a)
For the period of May 31 to June 30, irrigation water shall be applied at the rate of 1/2 inch every 4 to 6 days.  The application shall be applied at a uniform rate over a period of time of not less than 2 hours or more than 4 hours.

(b)
For the period of July 1 to October 15, the irrigation water will be applied at the rate of 1 inch every 8 to 12 days.  Each application shall be applied at a uniform rate over a period of time of not less than 4 hours or more than 8 hours.

(c)
Some applications of irrigation may be omitted, as directed by the Contracting Officer's Technical Representative, should the local weather conditions dictate such as: sufficient rainfall, soil moisture-temperature conditions, or a delay in snow melt.

Fertilizer - One application of fertilizer shall be applied at the rate of 300 pounds per acre.  The fertilizer shall be applied between June 1, to June 15.

Weeding - The planted areas shall be free of any noxious or undesirable weeds.  Weeds shall be removed by pulling the weeds by the roots from the seedbed.

 5.
INSPECTIONS
The Contractor is responsible for the planted areas, the vegetative cover, and the plant growth.  The contractor shall inspect the areas as often as may be required.  The Contracting Officer's Technical Representative will inspect the area to check for compliance and will so notify the Contractor.

Monthly Inspections - During the plant establishment period, the Contractor and the Contracting Officer's Technical Representative will make at least one inspection per month, to check the quality and condition of the vegetative cover.  The Contractor shall correct any deficiencies within 5 working days.

Final Inspection - The final inspection of the project site will be made at the conclusion of the establishment period.  Notice requesting the final inspection shall be submitted by the Contractor to the Contracting Officer's Technical Representative at least 5 days prior to the anticipated date.

 6.
MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT
For items of work for which specific lump sum prices are established in the contract, the work of herbaceous plant establishment will not be measured.  Payment will be made at the contract lump sum price, with partial payment made as the work proceeds, provided maintenance work and plant growth is satisfactory.  The amount of partial payment will be based on the percent of "Establishment Period" used.  Such payment shall constitute full compensation for all labor, water, materials, equipment, tools, and all other items necessary and incidental to completion of the work.

Compensation for any item of work described in the contract but not listed in the bid schedule will be included in the payment for the item of work to which it is made subsidiary.  Such items and the items to which they are made subsidiary are identified in Section 7.
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