NRCS-CSP Enhancement Activities, 2009, Washington State (Agronomy)


Water Quality Enhancement Activity WQL20

Transition to Organic Cropping Systems
Enhancement Description:  Transition to Organic Cropping Systems supports the conversion of a conventional to an organic cropping system. Key to the enhancement is the inclusion of management

activities that improve soil and water quality in a “Organic System Plan” that adheres to the

National Organic Program (NOP) 205.201 criteria. Included in the plan are specifics on how producers will manage pests, weeds, diseases, and plant nutrients by following a crop rotation that incorporates cover crops. Additional considerations for using manure, compost, and source of seed are also addressed.
Task:  States should be familiar with NOP requirements
Washington Supplement Information

National Organic Program  

Specifications for Conservation Practices that are included in a conservation plan are designed and implemented in such a way as to conform to National organic program criteria.  The desire to transition to Organic is a planning objective for the conservation plan.  Conservation practice alternatives are presented to the client and the client selects which practices will be used to address identified resource concerns and client objectives.  The Organic system plan is submitted to a certifying agency for certification by the client.  

An approved organic system plan includes specific resource concerns that must be addressed.  These are Soil and Water Quality.  Individual conservation practice specifications are designed and implemented to meet resource concern and conservation practice criteria as well as NOP plan criteria.

National Organic Program information:  USDA:  Agriculture Marketing Service website:  http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/nop
National List of Allowed and Prohibited Substances:  National Materials List
Washington State Website for Organic Food and Production:  

http://agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/Organic/
Common Conservation Practices used in a Resource Management System for clients transitioning to organic cropping systems include:

Nutrient Management 590

Cover Crop 340
Pest Management 595

Conservation Crop Rotation 328
Residue Management Practices 345, 344 and 329 

Irrigation water management 445
Multiple vegetative Buffer practices. 386, 393, 412
Mulching 484
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