NRCS-CSP Enhancement Activities, 2011, Washington State (Forestry)


Plant Enhancement Activity PLT05 
Multi-story cropping, sustainable management of non-timber forest plants
Enhancement Description: This activity involves the manipulation of forest species composition, structure, and canopy cover to achieve or maintain a desired native plant community to facilitate the sustainable management of native non-timber forest plants.  Other benefits include an increase in forest health and vigor, decrease in pests and diseases, control of invasive and noxious species, enhanced wildlife habitat and improved water quality.  
Notes:  Refer to Practices; 379 Mult-storied cropping, 590- Pest Management, 660 Tree/Shrub Pruning, and 666 Forest Stand Improvement
Task: List of common non-wood forest products for the state.
Washington supplement information:  
Non-timber forestry products (also called special forest products) are gathered from both the overstory trees and the understory vegetation.  This Enhancement focuses on the native  understory vegetation (or very common introduced species) as an alternate crop that can be managed in sustainable manner .  There are a few main categories of non-timber forest products that are common in the state of Washington.  This list of non-timber forest products is dynamic and not all inclusive.
Edible such as berries, nuts and greens:

	Blackberry- native & introduced

	Chickweed

	Current and gooseberry

	Dandelion-native & introduced

	Elderberry (jams and wine)

	Hazelnut

	Huckleberry/ blueberry

	Minor’s lettuce

	Oxalis
Raspberry -native & introduced

	Rose hips

	Salmonberry

	Serviceberry

	Strawberry

	Sumac

	Thimbleberry

	Violet

	Yarrow


Mushrooms:

	Boletes

	Chanterelles

	Matsutake

	Morels


Medicinals:

	Cascara (Bark is a laxative)

	Devils Club (ginseng)

	False hellebore 

	Pacific Yew (Taxol)

	Purple Foxglove (Digitalis)-introduced


Floral Greens:

	Beargrass

	Evergreen huckleberry

	Moss (many different species)

	Oregon boxwood

	Oregongrape

	Salal

	Western swordfern


Cultural/weaving/Dyeing/basketry
	Beargrass

	Bitterbrush

	Bluebell

	Blueberry

	Bracken Fern

	Buttercup-native & introduced


	Cattail

	Choke cherry

	Cinquefoil

	Dandelion-native & introduced

	Dogbane

	Fireweed

	Groundsel

	Honeysuckle

	Indian paintbrush

	Kinnikinick

	Oregongrape

	Osage Orange

	Oxalis

	Purple & White Aster

	Rabbitbrush

	Rose

	Sagebrush

	Sweetgrass



Honey/Beeswax
	Blackberry-native & introduced

	Cherry

	clover- native & introduced Skunk cabbage

	Cranberry

	Dandelion- native & introduced

	Serviceberry

	Snowberry


 Yarrow
NHQ criteria described in the Job Sheet for the activity are adequate.  
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