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Farm Bill 2008 CSP
Guidance for Field Verification and Stewardship Plan Development
Field Verification Procedure

1. Print out the “Detail Report” and “Summary Report” located on the Summary tab in the Conservation Measurement Tool (CMT) and use this to determine the necessary written records and on-site observations needed to substantiate the CMT answers. See Section A below.
2. Print out the “Stewardship Graphs” for the land uses included in the application (located on the Summary tab in CMT) and use these to document practices needed to reach the stewardship level for the additional agreed-to resource concerns. See Section B below.
3. If field conditions or written records do not substantiate the answers provided by the applicant the producer will be deemed ineligible if it is determined that the misrepresentation was intentional. If it is determined that the misrepresentation was unintentional than the answers in CMT will be changed to reflect the applicant’s actual existing conditions, and the new CMT score will be resubmitted. 
4. NRCS staff and applicant will complete and sign the Performance Summary Report. 
5. For any application that requires changes to the CMT following the field verification process, the Field office staff will notify Chad Dunnahoo to reset application status to allow for access to the CMT and to review final ranking score to determine if applicant will be remain as pre-approved based on new ranking score.
USE PROFESSIONAL JUDGEMENT AND CONSERVATION PLANNING EXPERTISE.     DO NOT USE PLANNING TOOLS DURING THIS PROCESS.
A. Minimum Records for Practices/Activities

Structural and Vegetative Practices/Activities - Staff will verify structural and vegetative practices/activities and conditions to the best of their ability given field conditions present. It is understood that field conditions will likely prevent some onsite verification.  Existing plan maps, aerial photographs and other tools can be used to aid in verification.  Existing CMT practices and activities will be recorded on a CSP inventory plan map. 

Management Practices/Activities – Staff will use their professional judgment to select a representative number of fields to review. It is not a requirement to check records and conditions on every field. For producers with multiple systems, field records from each system will be included for reviewed. Remember that documentation does not need to meet NRCS standards and specifications, but must meet stewardship and record requirements identified in the CMT and as shown below.  
Nutrient Management - Documentation to demonstrate the producer uses a nutrient budget includes nutrient application records, soil tests, crop yield estimates, and some estimation of crop nutrient need. 

Pest Management – Pesticide application records. Scouting records or weed maps for basic IPM. Some type of complete IPM plan is needed for the full IPM, and must include pest identification, scouting records, economic thresholds where available, and a description of the cultural, mechanical, and biological techniques used. 

Grazing Management – Species mix/plant communities, forage balance, utilization and stocking rate, grazing system, water/salt/fence (including maps showing movement of salt).

Irrigation Water Management – Irrigation schedule, water measurements, method used to determine when irrigation needed (soil moisture, Agrimet, etc.), crop water requirements.
Forest Management – Forest species, thinning and harvest records, harvest management and replanting (a forest stewardship plan is ideal, with records provided on how it is being implemented).
Cropland/Hayland Management – crops and rotation, yields, tillage, hayland species, mowing techniques, conservation practices used.
Other Lands – use the “Other Lands Checklist” to document observations. Remember that we are looking for obvious problems or high risk situations.
B. Verification of Practices to Meet Stewardship Threshold
1. In CMT, if a producer agrees to address a resource concern, the box is checked.

2. NRCS staff use conservation planning to determine the tentative practices needed, based on the interview and how questions are answered. 
3. Check the stewardship graphs you printed out, and compare the benchmark stewardship level to the stewardship threshold. If the producer is within 25% of meeting the stewardship threshold, then just one “low” or “medium” impact practice is sufficient. Otherwise, a “high impact” practice or several “low” or “medium” impact practices will be needed to meet the stewardship threshold. Refer to Table 1. 
4. Use professional judgment in the field to select the appropriate practices.  Do not use quality criteria to determine stewardship level. Table 2 is a breakdown of the CSP resource concerns, by micro concern, with associated topics from the CMT. This will give you an idea of why the producer is not meeting the stewardship level. Use this information to select the appropriate practices. You can use the CPPE to help you identify practices to address resource concerns, and their effectiveness.
5. Appropriate practices to achieve air quality and energy stewardship levels are less intuitive – these will be dependent on land use and type of operation. 

6. If the needed practice is not a new practice available for practice payment in CSP, document what practice is needed and agreed to by the producer.

7. If after field verification you determine that the selected practice is not the correct practice, or that an additional practice is needed to meet the stewardship level, the producer must agree to do these practices, and you will make corrections to the CMT if needed. If they do not agree to do the needed practice(s), go into CMT and uncheck the box for the resource concern. 
C. Conservation Stewardship Plan
· Once field verification is completed, and any needed changes have been made to CMT, a stewardship plan will be developed in Toolkit. 
· The plan contains a record of the participant’s decisions and describes the schedule of additional conservation activities to be installed and adopted to achieve additional conservation performance improvement.
·  The plan will contain the new enhancements, and the agreed-to practices to meet additional stewardship thresholds for identified resource concerns. These practices may be new practices offered in CSP, or they may be practices that the producer has agreed to implement on their own or with the use of other acceptable programs.
· In some cases, planning tools may be needed to properly implement the agreed-to practice(s).

· National narratives for enhancements are provided, and you will have the opportunity to customize the narrative.
·  DETAILED plan maps will show tract number and field numbers, associated acres and land uses (CSP), and the location (and amount) of practices and enhancements. Fields will NOT be merged. 

· Farm, tract and field numbers and field acreage should match the FSA CLU data. 
· The stewardship plan IS NOT uploaded to Protracts, but will be printed out and filed in the contract folder. The stewardship plan becomes a part of the CSP contract as per Section 4 of NRCS-CPA-1202-CPC (Appendix).
· The stewardship plan must be signed by the District Conservationist. The participant is encouraged to sign the plan, but this is not required.

	Conservation Practice List - New Practices

	Code
	Eligible Land Use 
	 
	 
	 
	Practice Name
	Units
	Actual/System
	Conservation Performance Effectiveness

	314
	 
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Brush Management
	acre
	Actual
	Medium

	328
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Conservation Crop Rotation
	acre
	System
	High

	329
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed
	acre
	System
	High

	338
	 
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Prescribed Burning
	acre
	System
	Medium

	340
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Cover Crop
	acre
	System
	Very High

	342
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Critical Area Planting
	acre
	Actual
	Medium

	344
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Residue Management, Seasonal
	acre
	System
	Low

	345
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Residue and Tillage Management, Mulch Till
	acre
	System
	High

	346
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Residue and Tillage Management, Ridge Till
	acre
	System
	High

	380
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	 
	Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment
	feet
	Actual
	Very High

	383
	 
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Fuelbreak
	acre
	Actual
	Low

	384
	 
	 
	 
	Forest
	Forest Slash Treatment
	acre
	Actual
	Low

	386
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Field Border
	acre
	Actual
	Medium

	390
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	 
	Riparian Herbaceous Cover
	acre
	Actual
	Medium

	391
	Crop
	Pasture
	 
	 
	Riparian Forest Buffer
	acre
	Actual
	High

	393
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Filter Strip
	acre
	Actual
	Medium

	394
	 
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Firebreak
	feet
	Actual
	Low

	395
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Stream Habitat Improv/Mgmt
	acre
	System
	Medium

	449
	Crop
	Pasture
	 
	 
	Irrigation Water Management
	acre
	System
	High

	511
	 
	Pasture
	 
	 
	Forage Harvest Management
	acre
	System
	Low

	512
	 
	Pasture
	 
	 
	Pasture and Hay Planting
	acre
	Actual
	Medium

	528
	 
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Prescribed Grazing
	acre
	System
	High

	550
	 
	 
	Range
	 
	Range Planting
	acre
	Actual
	Medium

	612
	 
	 
	 
	Forest
	Tree/Shrub Establishment
	acre
	Actual
	High

	643
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Restoration and Management of Rare and Declining Habitats
	acre
	System
	Medium

	644
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management
	acre
	System
	Medium

	645
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Upland Wildlife Habitat Management
	acre
	System
	Medium

	647
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Early Successional Habitat Development/Management
	acre
	System
	Medium

	650
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	 
	Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation
	acre
	Actual
	High

	654
	 
	 
	 
	Forest
	Road/Trail/Landing Closure and Treatment
	feet
	Actual
	Medium

	655
	 
	 
	 
	Forest
	Forest Trails & Landings
	acre
	Actual
	Medium

	660
	 
	 
	 
	Forest
	Tree/Shrub Pruning
	acre
	System
	Low

	666
	 
	 
	 
	Forest
	Forest Stand Improvement
	acre
	System
	Medium


	Conservation Practice List - Additional Practices
	

	472
	 
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Access Control
	  
	 
	Medium

	311
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Alley Cropping
	 
	 
	Medium

	370
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Atmospheric Resource Quality Management
	 
	 
	High

	327
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Conservation Cover
	 
	 
	High

	330
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Contour Farming
	 
	 
	Medium

	324
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Deep Tillage
	 
	 
	Medium

	362
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Diversion
	 
	 
	Medium

	412
	Crop
	Pasture
	 
	 
	Grassed Waterway
	 
	 
	Medium

	561
	 
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Heavy Use Area Protection
	 
	 
	Medium

	590
	Crop
	Pasture
	 
	 
	Nutrient Management
	 
	 
	High

	595
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Pest Management
	 
	 
	High

	350
	Crop
	Pasture
	 
	 
	Sediment Basin
	 
	 
	Medium

	580
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Streambank and Shoreline Protection
	 
	 
	High

	609
	Crop
	 
	 
	 
	Surface Roughening
	 
	 
	Medium

	601
	Crop
	Pasture
	Range
	Forest
	Vegetative Barriers
	 
	 
	High

	638
	Crop
	Pasture
	 
	 
	Water and Sediment Control Basin
	 
	 
	High


	
	
	
	
	

	SOIL EROSION
	Sheet, Rill, Wind, Irrigation
	Ephemeral, Gully
	Streambank, Shoreline
	Road Banks, Construction Sites

	General
	Road dust
	
	
	

	Cropland
	Crop rotation, crop diversity, residue management and tillage, winter cover, irrigation water management
	Crop rotation, crop diversity, residue management and tillage, winter cover, erosion and runoff , irrigation water management
	
	

	Pastureland
	Adequate forage, grazing management, erosion and runoff, nutrient management, irrigation water management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, erosion and runoff, irrigation water management
	Adequate forage, grazing management
	

	Rangeland
	Adequate forage, grazing management, erosion and runoff
	Adequate forage, grazing management, erosion and runoff
	Adequate forage, grazing management
	

	Forestland
	Forest diversity, trails/landings, site prep, access, wildfire risk, grazing
	Forest diversity, trails/landings, riparian protection, site prep, access, wildfire risk, grazing
	Forest diversity, riparian protection, water
	Trails/landings, access, wildfire risk

	Water
	
	
	Buffer width, plant diversity, livestock/vehicles
	


	SOIL QUALITY
	Organic Matter Depletion, Habitat, Compaction, Water Partitioning
	OM Oxidation
	Salinity, Other Contaminants
	Nutrient Cycling
	Compaction

	Cropland
	Crop rotation, crop diversity, residue management and tillage, winter cover erosion and runoff, nutrient management, pest management
	Flooding, residue and tillage
	Cover crops, erosion and runoff, pest management, nutrient management, salinity, sodicity, irrigation water management
	Crop rotation, crop diversity, winter cover, tillage and residue management, runoff and erosion, nutrient management
	Crop rotation, crop diversity, winter cover, soil moisture, controlled traffic, tillage and residue management, runoff and erosion, nutrient management

	Pastureland
	Adequate forage, grazing management, plant diversity, pest management, nutrient management, irrigation water management
	
	Adequate forage, grazing management, pest management, nutrient management, irrigation water management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, plant diversity, nutrient management, irrigation water management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, nutrient management

	Rangeland
	Adequate forage, grazing management, pest management
	
	Adequate forage, grazing management, pest management, salinity/sodicity
	Adequate forage, grazing management
	Adequate forage, grazing management

	Forestland
	Forest diversity, trails/landings, site prep, grazing
	
	
	Forest diversity, trails/landings, site prep, grazing
	Forest diversity, thinning, trails/landings, riparian protection, site prep, wildfire risk, grazing

	Water
	
	
	
	
	


	WATER QUANTITY
	Excess Water
	Insufficient Water
	Inefficient Use of Irrigation Water

	Cropland
	Crop diversity, cover crops, grassed waterways, diversions, irrigation water management
	Perennial crops in rotation, soil moisture, tillage and residue management, runoff and erosion, irrigation water management
	Irrigation water management

	Pastureland
	Irrigation water management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, plant diversity, irrigation water management
	Irrigation water management

	Rangeland
	
	Adequate forage, grazing management
	

	Forestland
	Trails/landings
	Forest diversity
	

	Water
	
	
	


	WATER QUALITY
	Sediment
	Nutrients
	Pesticides
	Pathogens
	Salinity

	Cropland
	Crop diversity, winter cover, flooding, perennial crops in rotation, soil moisture, tillage and residue management, erosion and runoff, irrigation water management
	Crop diversity, winter cover, flooding, perennial crops in rotation, tillage and residue management, runoff and erosion, nutrient management
	Crop diversity, winter cover, perennial crops in rotation, tillage and residue management, erosion and runoff, pest management,
	Crop diversity, winter cover, perennials in rotation, tillage and residue management, runoff and erosion, nutrient management
	Crop diversity, winter cover, salinity, sodicity, irrigation water management

	Pastureland
	Adequate forage, grazing management, erosion and runoff, nutrient management, irrigation water management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, erosion and runoff, nutrient management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, pest management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, erosion and runoff, nutrient management
	Salinity/sodicity, irrigation water management

	Rangeland
	Adequate forage, grazing management, runoff and erosion
	Adequate forage, grazing management, runoff and erosion
	Pest management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, runoff and erosion
	Salinity/sodicity

	Forestland
	Forest diversity, trails/landings, riparian protection, site prep, access, wildfire risk, water, grazing
	Water, grazing
	Site prep, pest management
	Grazing
	

	Water
	Buffer width, plant diversity, livestock/vehicles
	Buffer width, plant diversity, livestock/vehicles
	Buffer width, plant diversity, livestock/vehicles
	Buffer width, plant diversity, livestock/vehicles
	


	AIR QUALITY
	Airborne Soil Particulates
	Greenhouse Gases and Ozone Gases
	Chemical Spray Drift
	Odors

	General 
	Road dust 
	Energy efficiency
	
	

	Cropland
	Fallow in rotation, perennials in rotation, crop diversity, winter cover, tillage and residue management, runoff and erosion, 
	Fallow in rotation, winter cover, perennials in rotation, tillage and residue management, erosion and runoff, pest management, nutrient management
	Erosion and runoff, pest management
	Windbreaks, nutrient management

	Pastureland
	Adequate forage, amount and width of habitat, erosion and runoff, nutrient management
	Adequate forage, amount and width of habitat, pest management, nutrient management
	Pest management
	Nutrient management

	Rangeland
	Adequate forage, grazing management, runoff and erosion
	Adequate forage, grazing management, pest management
	Pest management
	

	Forestland
	Forest diversity, trails/landings, site prep, access
	Forest diversity, thinning, wildfire risk, grazing, pest management
	Pest management
	

	Water
	
	
	
	


	PLANTS
	Quantity, Diversity, Health, Vigor
	Declining Populations – T&E

	Cropland
	Crop diversity, winter cover, perennials in rotation, hayland species, adjacent area habitat, soil moisture, runoff and erosion, pest management, nutrient management, salinity/sodicity, irrigation water management
	

	Pastureland
	Adequate forage, grazing management, plant diversity, pest management, nutrient management, irrigation water management
	Adequate forage

	Rangeland
	Adequate forage, grazing management, plant diversity, brush management, pest management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, plant diversity, brush management

	Forestland
	Forest diversity, thinning, riparian protection, access, wildfire risk, water, grazing, pest management
	Forest diversity, access, grazing

	Water
	Plant diversity, livestock/vehicles
	


	ANIMALS
	Domestic Livestock – Cover, Food, Water
	Terrestrial Wildlife – Cover, Food, Connectivity, Water
	Aquatic Wildlife – Structure, Food, Water, Temperature
	Declining Populations – T&E

	Cropland
	
	Winter cover, flooding, hayland species and management, adjacent area habitat, tillage and residue management, runoff and erosion, pest management
	Crop diversity, flooding, winter cover, adjacent area habitat, tillage and residue management, runoff and erosion, pest management, nutrient management
	Crop diversity, flooding, hayland species and management, adjacent area habitat, winter cover, pest management, nutrient management

	Pastureland
	Adequate forage, grazing management, plant diversity, List A species, pest management, nutrient management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, plant diversity, List A species, adjacent habitat cover, amount  and width of habitat, distance from habitat, pest management
	Amount and width of habitat, erosion and runoff, pest management, nutrient management
	Adequate forage, plant diversity, List A species, adjacent habitat cover, amount and width of habitat, distance from habitat, erosion and runoff, pest management

	Rangeland
	Adequate forage, grazing management, plant diversity, watering facilities, pest management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, plant diversity, brush management, fencing, pest management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, brush management, runoff and erosion, pest management
	Adequate forage, grazing management, plant diversity, watering facilities, brush management, fencing, runoff and erosion, pest management

	Forestland
	Grazing
	Forest diversity, thinning, trails/landings, riparian protection, site prep, access, wildfire risk, water, grazing
	Riparian protection, wildfire risk, water
	Forest diversity, thinning, riparian protection, access, wildfire risk, water, grazing

	Water
	
	Buffer width, streamflow/withdrawal, plant diversity, livestock/vehicles  
	Buffer width, streamflow/withdrawal, plant diversity, livestock/vehicles 
	Streamflow/withdrawal,  plant diversity, livestock/vehicles 


	ENERGY
	General concerns

	General
	Road dust, energy efficiency

	Cropland
	Crop diversity, hayland management, soil moisture, tillage and residue management, pest management, nutrient management, irrigation water management

	Pastureland
	Pest management, nutrient management, irrigation water management

	Rangeland
	Pest management

	Forestland
	Trails/landings, site prep

	Water
	


