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Inside this issue: 

February is celebrated as Black History month.  February was chosen 
because it included the birthdays of Frederick Douglas and Abraham 
Lincoln.  In 1976 the month-long celebration was implemented.  It is 
a time for Americans to reflect on both the history and teaching of 
African Americans whose contributions are still too little known. 
The theme for the 2009 Black History Month is “The Quest for 
Black Citizenship in the Americas”.  This year’s theme provides an 
opportunity to explore race and citizenship in American history, from 
the experiences of free Blacks in a land of slavery to the political aspi-
rations of African Americans today. 
 Our Black Emphasis Program Manager has put together a number of 
links to sites that offer an array of information on the history and cul-
ture of African Americans.  I hope you will take a moment and visit 
some of these sites.  Check out the “February is Black History 
Month” link on the Indiana NRCS homepage.   

Black History Month Luncheon 
and Program 
Indiana’s eight annual Black History Month luncheon and  
program was held February 25th was a huge success.  More 
than 75 employees from the field and state offices of FSA, 
NRCS, OIG and RD attended. In addition to dining on ethnic 
food attendees were treated to a dramatization on the life of 
“Hannah Toliver: Early Indiana Freedom Fighter”, a drama that 
re-enacts aspects of the life of this famous Indiana freedom 
fighter. The play documents aspects of Hannah Toliver’s life, 
an Indiana freedom fighter who in 1864 was imprisoned for 
the crime of assisting others to freedom on the Underground 
Railroad.   
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Black History Month Award Winners 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Your headline is an important part of the newsletter and should 
be considered carefully. 

In a few words, it should accurately represent the contents of 
the story and draw readers into the story. Develop the headline 
before you write the story. This way, the headline will help you 
keep the story focused. 

Examples of possible headlines include Product Wins Industry 
Award, New Product Can Save You Time!, Membership Drive 
Exceeds Goals, and New Office Opens Near You. 

Each year the BEPM sponsors a Black 
History quiz to increase knowledge and 
awareness of African American history 
and culture.  An award is given each year 
to the History Champion and  History 
Runner Up. John Poenisch (upper left) 
and Lisa Bolton (lower left) were this 
year’s History Champion and History 
Runner Up respectively.  

 This year BEPM’s awards were presented to Mary Hawthorn (pictured 
right), Sylvia Rhinehart and Carla  Haskins (not pictured) for their help-
fulness to the BEPM in promoting awareness and providing  information 
on events and activities  in the African American community.   

BHM 2009 Indiana State Office 
Display 

Some of the more than 75 employee 
attending the luncheon 
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