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           January 9, 2012
INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 300-12-10
SUBJECT: LTP – Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP 2008) Sign-up CSP 2012-1 timeframe to obligate contracts.
Purpose:  This Bulletin provides the Indiana program guidance and materials available for CSP Sign-Up with the most current deadline date for this ranking and evaluation period.  Additional deadlines will be released in future guidance as they become known.
 Expiration Date:  September 30, 2012
Actions Required by:  January 27, 2012 - all applications in ProTracts (1/7/11 to 1/27/12)
Background:

This bulletin provides the information that has been released by National Headquarters (NHQ) to date as it applies to the CSP 2012-1 sign-up.  The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP 2008) program is administered under a continuous sign-up format with National ranking cut off dates and tool delivery; therefore, as additional deadlines, tools and guidance are finalized at the National level, these will be provided in future notices.  The Bulletin will be posted under Title 300 – Land Treatment Programs on our IN SharePoint site and actions date reminders will be posted on the calendar which can be accessed at https://nrcs.sc.egov.usda.gov/central/in/Lists/Calendar/calendar.aspx.

The program has a national obligation to enroll approximately 10.2 million acres for FY12-1, or the acres will be unable to be contracted.  Currently, the National office is determining the deadlines for funds to be obligated.  
Explanation:
The CSP 2008 Manual CPM 440 Part 508 final version posted to e-Directives contains the guidance for this 2012 sign-up.  The FINAL Manual is also accessible through a link on our IN SharePoint site but it also takes you to e-Directives.  A general application guidance sheet is also available which highlights Application information from Part 508.
The 2012-1 sign-up will include the processing of any new applications as well as any unfunded or deferred applications from previous sign-ups.  The CSP Sign-up 2012-1 is an available selection in ProTracts for adding applications or for deferring applications from previous signups.
All of the applicants that were not funded in previous sign-up was automatically populated by NHQ as a 2012-1 sign-up application; therefore, they need to be contacted by the District Conservationist (DC) to determine if they want to continue with their application OR cancel the application.  If they decide to continue, the application should be promoted to Pending status and proceed with eligibility checks in ProTracts, if this has not already been completed.  If they decide to not continue, the application needs to be cancelled in ProTracts and documented in the NRCS-CPA-06.
DIST: 0

Eligibility:

Program eligibility includes an automated (Farm Tract Eligibility (FTE)) and a manual check for each application.  The automated action occurs when an application entered into ProTracts and cross references with Farm Service Agency (FSA) records to update eligibility status for FY12.  The subsidiary links available on the ProTracts homepage can be used to assist the applicant in determining what is needed to update their FSA records for FTE eligibility purposes.  The CSP 2008 Eligibility matrix is part of the CPM 440 Part 512.107 should also be referenced to evaluate program eligibility requirements for individuals, entities and joint operations.  The green “Refresh” button in ProTracts should be run on any deferred applications to bring current FY12 eligibility data into the system.

The manual eligibility checks apply to applicant and land eligibility referred to as “Other eligibility” in ProTracts.  Per 440 CPM Part 508.51(1) producer must be operator of record in FSA; therefore, some applicants must establish records or have them updated.  The State Conservationist has granted an exception to the rule for being “Operator of Record” for Sign up 2012-1 and will allow producers, tenants and landowners of NIPF to be eligible applicants with the completion and approval of the CSP Operator of Record 2012-1 STC Automatic Exception document posted on SharePoint.  Indiana Leadership considered other exceptions to the rule and it was decided to maintain the same allowance of the previous sign-up.
If they are the operator, not the landowner, the landowner(s) must provide written evidence of effective control of the land to the operator.  In some cases there are multiple land owners on one tract.  In these situations, if there is a divided interest, each owner must concur; if it is an undivided interest and generally one decision maker for the group, only the person with the documented signature authority, would have to concur.  Use the CSP Control of Land Certification on SharePoint for acquiring signatures and documentation.
Land eligibility per 440 CPM Part 508.52 must be private agricultural or nonindustrial private forestland (NIPF).  The agricultural operation is all eligible and ineligible land with effective control and operated by the applicant with the equipment, labor, management and production/cultivation practices that are substantially separate from other operations.  Land enrolled in CRP, WRP, GRP, CSP 2002 and, Public land are NOT eligible for the program.  The CSP Stewardship Tracking Sheets for Application Acreage spreadsheet found on SharePoint should be used to track all these eligibility requirements for the application.
ProTracts: 
· Once an application (NRCS-CPA-1200) is signed and submitted to NRCS it should be entered into ProTracts as soon as possible to allow for any eligibility problems to be resolved.  
· The NRCS-CPA-1202 Appendix (10/2011 version) included with the link above, should be provided to the applicant to review before completing the CMT process.  The version in ProTracts is current.  It is possible the appendix is updated prior to obligation, which is why signatures on the appendix are obtained at the time the contract is signed if selected for funding.  Participant should be made aware of any updated information at this time.  
· All FY 2012-1 contracts will expire September 30, 2016 to accommodate a full five years of implementation.  
· All eligible applications received from January 7, 2011 through January 27 2012 will be processed through the new and improved Conservation Measurement Tool (CMT) to determine if the stewardship threshold meets or exceeds program requirements.  National will let us know when the CMT can be activated.
· The funding pools remain Statewide for Agricultural (cropland, pastureland, pastured cropland) and Non-Industrial Private Forestland (NIPF) land uses.  Separate funding pools for Beginning Farmer/Limited Resource Producer and Socially Disadvantaged have also been established for the same land uses.  All fund codes for 2012-1 sign-up end in a four (4) and have been released in ProTracts.  Fund Code must be selected to activate the CMT once it is released.
· Priority Resource Concerns also have not changed from previous sign-ups and will be automatically assigned to the application via your land use selection: Agricultural (Animal, Soil Erosion, Soil Quality, Water Quality) OR NIPF (Animal, Plants, Soil Erosion, Water Quality).  One resource concern must be met at application and a second priority resource concern must be met by the end of the contract.
IN SharePoint Materials:

A new folder has been created on Indiana’s SharePoint for all materials which will be used for processing CSP Sign-up 2012-1 applications through contracting.  Once inside the 2012-1 Sign-Up folder select the documents needed.   Indiana SharePoint > Programs > Programs Documents/Information > CSP Stewardship > 2012-1 Sign-Up
	
	

	
	


· CSP Producer Self-screening Checklist accessible on the National website has changed for this sign-up to eliminate some of the other land questions.  A copy is on our SharePoint.
·  The new “Activity list” is available for public access on the National website.  The previous sign up enhancements/bundles have been reduced and additional practices added.  The new Activity list is available to the public on the national website and copies are posted on the IN SharePoint along with the “Activity List for Planners”.   

· Indiana Job sheets will be updated and available under the specific resource concern (Air Quality, Animal, Plant, Energy, Soil Erosion, Soil Quality, Special Projects, Water Quality, and Water Quantity) on our Indiana Website since these are to be available to the public.  These job sheets provide the participant with what they need to know to implement each enhancement and what documentation would be needed for certification for payment.  National Job sheets are currently available for public access.
· Many of the potential duplicate enhancements have been removed from the program.  However, a duplicate practices list will be updated with the newly released enhancements and bundles for posting on the SharePoint site as soon as possible. 
· A new appendix (10/2011 version) is available in ProTracts.  It includes updates for the changes regarding the Dun & Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number requirement and Central Contractor Registration (CCR) registration requirements.  An informational copy of the appendix should be provided to the applicant at the time of application. 
·  All entities must have a DUNS number to apply with an Employee Identification Number (EIN).  Applicants go to http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/displayHomePage.do to register for a number.  The instructions to the site are listed on the application and DUNS number is an eligibility requirement in ProTracts.  
· Control of the Land Certification by Landowner 
· CMT Inventory Questions will be provided to applicants for completion and preparation of CMT interview.  These are posted on SharePoint following the path below: Indiana SharePoint > Programs > Programs Documents/Information > CSP Stewardship > 2012-1 Sign-Up > NEW 2012 CMT INVENTORY QUESTIONS
· The Application to Contract checklist was developed to ensure all steps are processed from application to contract obligation.

· CPM-440, Part 512.112 has a table showing the CSP 2008 Eligibility Matrix to reference for determining eligibility problems.  Please note: foot notes have hidden text. Select the cell to view the entire text. Also, footnotes “3” and “9” still refer to the CCC-926 form for AGI compliance and it is currently the CCC-931.
If you have questions concerning this Indiana Bulletin, please contact Teresah P. Caire, Assistant State Conservationist - Farm Bill Programs or MaryJo Woodruff, CSP Specialist at 317-290-3200, ext. 3.

/s/
JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist
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