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OBJECTIVE(S)

Conservation Cropping System for Improved Soil Health and Sustainability

A managed system of conservation practices consisting of Conservation Crop Rotation, No-till/Strip-till,
Cover Crop, Nutrient Management and other supporting practices as needed will be integrated into a
cropping system where each practice complements or enhances the others for overall improvement of
the health and function of the soil resource which leads to enhanced environmental protection and
production efficiency.

Conservation Cover (327)

Establish perennial vegetative cover on land temporarily removed from agricultural

Planned Applied
Tract Field Amount Month Year Amount Date
5277 1 1 ac 4 2013
5277 2 1ac 4 2013
5278 1 1.3 ac 4 2013
5278 2 2.7 ac 4 2013
5279 1 0.3 ac 4 2013
5279 2 0.6 ac 4 2013
Total: 6.9 ac

Conservation Cover (327) - Scheduled and assigned to 'EQIP' to establish buffers on all crop fields,
because Tillen did not previously have buffers in these locations, which are required to meet the
System requirements. These could be included in an EQIP application and would be tagged with the
'‘EQIP' program code in the Toolkit Practice Schedule.

9/14/2012 Page 1 of 6



Conservation Crop Rotation (328)

A crop rotation of primarily corn and soybeans that incorporates the use of cover crops will be followed
to add biological and crop diversity. The rotation will include crop types that provide adequate biomass

and surface cover, in conjunction with other practices in the system, for erosion control and

improvement in organic matter and will assist to break pest cycles. Substitute crops may be used that
accomplish the desired benefits.

Additional notes: Tillen Farms operator may change in 2014.

Planned Applied
Tract Field Amount Month Year Amount Date
5277 1 73.7 ac 5 2012 73.7 ac 6/4/2012
5277 1 73.7 ac 5 2013
5277 1 73.7 ac 5 2014
5277 1 73.7 ac 5 2015
5277 2 11 ac 5 2012 11 ac 6/4/2012
5277 2 11 ac 5 2013
5277 2 11 ac 5 2014
5277 2 11 ac 5 2015
5278 1 30.8 ac 5 2012 30.8 ac 6/4/2012
5278 1 30.8 ac 5 2013
5278 1 30.8 ac 5 2014
5278 1 30.8 ac 5 2015
5278 2 71.1 ac 5 2012 71.1 ac 6/4/2012
5278 2 71.1 ac 5 2013
5278 2 71.1 ac 5 2014
5278 2 71.1 ac 5 2015
5279 1 6.7 ac 5 2012 6.7 ac 6/4/2012
5279 1 6.7 ac 5 2013
5279 1 6.7 ac 5 2014
5279 1 6.7 ac 5 2015
5279 2 20 ac 5 2012 20 ac 6/4/2012
5279 2 20 ac 5 2013
5279 2 20 ac 5 2014
5279 2 20 ac 5 2015
Total: 220.2 ac 213.3 ac

Conservation Crop Rotation (328) - Tillen is currently doing a corn-bean rotation, and plans to continue.
The 328 practice is scheduled as CTA-GENRL to document that Tlllen agrees to continue to implement
this practice.
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Cover Crop (340)

Plant a cover crop or a cover crop mix of grasses, legumes, small grain or other broadleaf plants

(forbs) for erosion control, increased bio-diversity and soil health improvement. Cover crops are usually
grown for one year or less between commercial cropping seasons. One third (1/3 or 33%) of the acres
in the Conservation Cropping System will have Covers crops established each year. Fields with low
residue producing crops such as Soybean should receive priority when considering where to establish
cover crops. The species selected will be compatible with, and complement, the crops to be rotated

and other components of the cropping system.

Additional notes:

Planned Applied
Tract Field Amount Month Year Amount Date
5277 1 73.7 ac 11 2013
5277 1 73.7 ac 11 2014
5277 1 73.7 ac 11 2015
5277 2 11 ac 11 2013
5277 2 11 ac 11 2014
5277 2 11 ac 11 2015
5278 1 30.8 ac 11 2013
5278 1 30.8 ac 11 2014
5278 1 30.8 ac 11 2015
5278 2 71.1 ac 11 2013
5278 2 71.1 ac 11 2014
5278 2 71.1 ac 5 2015
5279 1 6.7 ac 11 2013
5279 1 6.7 ac 11 2014
5279 1 6.7 ac 11 2015
5279 2 20 ac 11 2013
5279 2 20 ac 11 2014
5279 2 20 ac 11 2015
Total: 220.2 ac

Cover Crop (340) - Tillen is currently not using cover crops, but plans to establish cover crops after low
residue crop years (soybeans) as required by the System. Because this is a newly agreed-to practice, it
can be inlcuded in a future EQIP application if the Tillens are interested. if
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Nutrient Management (590)

Manage the amount, form, placement and timing of applications of nutrients to promote good plant
vigor and production. The nutrient management will be compatible with, and complement, the no-till

system, the crops and cover crops to be rotated and other components of the cropping system.
Manage nutrient application as near as practical to the time of crop utilization and in a manner to

reduce off-site losses. Soil tests should be performed at least every 3-4 years, and nutrient and lime
applications will be based on soil tests results, and may be adapted through a combination of tissue
sampling, soil type and productivity and/or biological and organic matter contribution. Management

should be adaptive to seasonal weather variations and cropping conditions.

Additional notes:

Planned Applied
Tract Field Amount Month Year Amount Date
5277 1 73.7 ac 5 2012 73.7 ac 6/4/2012
5277 1 73.7 ac 5 2013
5277 1 73.7 ac 5 2014
5277 1 73.7 ac 5 2015
5277 2 11 ac 5 2012 11 ac 6/4/2012
5277 2 11 ac 5 2013
5277 2 11 ac 5 2014
5277 2 11 ac 5 2015
5278 1 30.8 ac 5 2012 30.8 ac 6/4/2012
5278 1 30.8 ac 5 2013
5278 1 30.8 ac 5 2014
5278 1 30.8 ac 5 2015
5278 2 71.1 ac 5 2012 71.1 ac 6/4/2012
5278 2 71.1 ac 5 2013
5278 2 71.1 ac 1 2014
5278 2 71.1 ac 5 2015
5279 1 6.7 ac 5 2012 6.7 ac 6/4/2012
5279 1 6.7 ac 5 2013
5279 1 6.7 ac 5 2014
5279 1 6.7 ac 5 2015
5279 2 20 ac 5 2012 20 ac 6/4/2012
5279 2 20 ac 5 2013
5279 2 20 ac 5 2014
5279 2 20 ac 5 2015
Total: 220.2 ac 213.3 ac

Nutrient Management (590) - Tillen is currently meeting the requirements of the 590 standard, and
plans to continue. The 590 practices are scheduled as CTA-GENRL to document that Tillen agrees to

continue to implement this practice.
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Residue Mgmt-No-Till/Strip Till (329)
The amount, orientation and distribution of crop and other plant residues will be managed on the soil

surface year-round, for all crops in the rotation to improve soil health and function. Crops will be
planted in narrow slots, or residue free strips in soil previously untilled by full-width inversion

implements. Residues will be spread evenly on the soil surface by harvest equipment. Planters and
drills will be set or modified to plant directly into the planned crop residues and cover crop vegetation.
Trafficking of equipment will be minimized and operated to reduce the potential for surface compaction.
With the exception of rare circumstances, the no-till/strip-till will be a continuous system to build organic

matter, improve water infiltration and holding capacity, reduce soil erosion and improve aggregate

stability.
Additional notes:

Planned Applied
Tract Field Amount Month Year Amount Date
5277 1 73.7 ac 5 2012 73.7 ac 6/4/2012
5277 1 73.7 ac 5 2013
5277 1 73.7 ac 5 2014
5277 1 73.7 ac 5 2015
5277 2 11 ac 5 2012 11 ac 6/4/2012
5277 2 11 ac 5 2013
5277 2 11 ac 5 2014
5277 2 11 ac 5 2015
5278 1 30.8 ac 5 2012 30.8 ac 6/4/2012
5278 1 30.8 ac 5 2013
5278 1 30.8 ac 5 2014
5278 1 30.8 ac 5 2015
5278 2 71.1 ac 5 2012 71.1 ac 6/4/2012
5278 2 71.1 ac 5 2013
5278 2 71.1 ac 5 2014
5278 2 71.1 ac 5 2015
5279 1 6.7 ac 5 2012 6.7 ac 6/4/2012
5279 1 6.7 ac 5 2013
5279 1 6.7 ac 5 2014
5279 1 6.7 ac 5 2015
5279 2 20 ac 5 2012 20 ac 6/4/2012
5279 2 20 ac 5 2013
5279 2 20 ac 5 2014
5279 2 20 ac 5 2015
Total: 220.2 ac 213.3 ac
Residue Management, No-Till/Strip Till (329) - Tillen is currently meeting requirements of the 329
standard, and plans to continue. The 329 practices are scheduled as CTA-GENRL to document that Tillen
agrees to continue to implement this practice.
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The parties below are committed to the successful implementation of this system. This is not a binding
contract but a mutual agreement to collaborate, assist and communicate needed technical resources
with intent to apply the above conservation system.

CERTIFICATION OF PARTICIPANTS

TILLEN FARMS DATE

CERTIFICATION OF:

DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST

SOIL SAVER DATE

PUBLIC BURDEN STATEMENT
According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a
collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collections is
0578-0013. The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 45/0.75 minutes per response, including the
time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing
the collection information.

PRIVACY ACT
The above statements are made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C 522a). Furnishing this information is voluntary;
however failure to furnish correct, complete information will result in the withholding or withdrawal of such technical or financial assistance.
The information may be furnished to other USDA agencies, the Internal Revenue Service, the Department of Justice, or other state or
federal law enforcement agencies, or in response to orders of a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal.

USDA NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, family status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a
complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."
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