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Rule 5 Permit Guidance
When is a Rule 5 permit required?  
Ponds, wetlands and animal waste storage facility practices with land disturbances over 1 acre are required to submit a Rule 5 permit application.  Practices such as access road, heavy use area protection and manure composting may also require a Rule 5 permit if disturbing over 1 acre.  Most other NRCS practices are exempt according to the Rule.
What paperwork is required? 

Minimum of 30 days prior to disturbance:  Construction Plans and Specifications including Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan to local SWCD

Minimum of 48 hours prior to disturbance:  Notice of Intent (NOI) to IDEM with copy to SWCD

After construction completion:  Notice of Termination (NOT) to SWCD

Who is responsible to complete the Rule 5 paperwork?
The landowner is responsible for submitting the Rule 5 permit request.  However, NRCS will have most of the technical information required for the process.  NRCS employees should include erosion and sediment control measures in the plans and specifications for applicable projects.  Employees shall provide the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, Construction Plans and Specifications, and specific information on the NOI (latitude, longitude, quarter, section, township, range, your name and contact information as "contact person", discharge information, and project acreage).  The landowner should be provided with a copy of the NOI with the listed information already filled in, as well as a blank copy of the Notice of Termination form. 
What is the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan?
Fill out the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan with the requested information.  Make sure that all items listed are included either as part of the construction plans or as additional maps.

What stormwater pollution prevention measures should be included as part of our projects?

Every project should be reviewed on an individual basis to address possible erosion issues.  At a minimum, the following items shall be addressed:


General requirement:  


Sediment-laden water which otherwise would flow from the project site shall be treated 
by erosion and sediment control measures appropriate to minimize sedimentation.


Some specifics:


If no permanent driveway at least 50 feet in length exists as an ingress/egress route for 
construction traffic where delivery trucks will be part of the construction process, a 
temporary or permanent construction entrance shall be installed.  Any soil tracked onto the  
road must be cleaned up.  

Where concrete placement is part of the project, an area shall be designated for concrete 
truck washing where wash water does not leave the site.

If an unvegetated area is to be left inactive for 15 days or more, measures appropriate to 
the season must be taken to prevent erosion, such as a temporary seeding with mulch 
properly anchored to the soil surface.


Where dewatering is done by drainage, ditch or pumping, the water must be filtered 
through a grass filter, sediment basin, rock sediment trap or other appropriate measure 
before exiting the site or entering a water course.  Likewise, water must be discharged in a 
manner that does not cause erosion at or downstream of the point of discharge.
Where do I find:


The 14 digit Hydrologic Unit Code?

· Go to the following URL to open the Web site of the Indiana Statewide GIS Atlas: http://igs.indiana.edu/arcims/statewide/index.html 

· Locate the Interactive Maps section and click on the “CLICK HERE TO CREATE INTERACTIVE MAPS” link. This will open a page titled “A GIS Atlas of Indiana” 

· Under the section for Map Layers it should be at the default PLSS State Boundary layer 

· Click on the link “Zoom to location or area” at the top of the page 

· Use the Zoom tools in the right frame to Zoom into the area desired. You should get to a level of local roads being displayed. 

· Click on the link for “Map Layers” at the top of the page 

· Open the Hydrology folder by clicking on the plus (+) icon next to it or on the folder icon; then check the box for Watershed Huc14. 

· Once that box is selected a new active layer is added to the drop down menu under map layers. Select Watershed HUC14 in the drop down menu to make it the active layer. 

· Now select the Identify option [image: image2.png]


off the toolbar. Then place you cursor over the region of concern, left click and a table will appear with the information. 


Floodplain map?


Check the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) or Flood Insurance Study (FIS) maps for 
your area.  Note that the floodplain consists of the floodway and the fringe area.  The 
flood way is the corridor along the watercourse and the fringe is the area of flooding 
away from the flow path.  


Latitude and Longitude?


EPA maintains a web site (http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/latlong.cfm) to obtain a project 
site’s longitude and latitude, which is required on the Rule 5 NOI letter form. The following 
directions will help guide you through the web site: (1) scroll down to the heading titled “Internet 
Siting Tools”, and select the provided link; (2) enter the requested information to open the area 
map corresponding to your project site (the subsequent viewed image can be moved by pressing 
an appropriate directional arrow); (3) once the highest zoom setting is selected, an aerial 
photograph will be shown; and (4) place and click the cursor on the desired location on the 
photograph, and the latitude and longitude be displayed below the photograph.


More specific information on Rule 5?  

Additional information can be found at the following website:  
www.in.gov/idem/water/npdes/permits/wetwthr/storm/rule5.html   

If you need more assistance, contact your NRCS Area Engineer.

