
The following requirements are intended to help protect the Federally-listed Indiana Bat
These guidelines will be followed when the installation of a conservation practice occurs anywhere in Indiana and includes tree removal/felling.  Additional restrictions will apply if the project falls within the range of specific Indiana Bat habitat as indicated in ToolKit by the A92 or A92h designation.
1. Small clusters of trees
 (6 or less) may be removed at any time if all of the following are true:

a. All of the trees are alive.  Live trees are considered to be any tree with >10% live canopy.

b. The bark on all of the trees is attached tightly to the trees (as opposed to the type of bark found on Shagbark or Shellbark Hickories which allow space for bats to roost). 

c. There are no visible cavities, crevices, or splits present.

2. Tree clusters up to 0.25 acre may be removed if performed between October 1 and March 31.  

3. Forest Stand Improvement (FSI) - including tree thinning, which meet NRCS Indiana FOTG Standard 666, is allowed when performed between October 1 and March 31.
4. Standing snags (a tree with <10% live canopy should be considered a snag) that pose a serious human safety hazard will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  Contact the NRCS State Biologist at (317) 290-3200 x354 for further guidance.

5. Removal/Felling of non-native invasive woodland shrub
 and/or herbaceous plant species, such as bush honeysuckle, multi-flora rose, and garlic mustard, is allowed at any time.  

6. Removal/Felling of invasive tree species, such as Tree-of-Heaven, will be performed between October 1 and March 31.

If the project cannot be completed within the parameters listed above, consultation with the NRCS State Biologist (317-290-3200 x354) is required.  These include:

1. Removal/Felling of over 0.25 acre of tree clusters at any time.

2. Removal/Felling of trees between April 1 and September 30 (except ‘small clusters of trees’ as defined above).

3. FSI activities conducted between April 1 and September 30.
� Within the context of this document, the guidance only applies to trees that are at least three (3) inches or greater at Diameter Breast Height (DBH).  Native woodland shrubs that are at least three (3) inches or greater DBH are considered to be trees.


� Non-native invasive woodland shrubs are not considered to be trees.






