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February 3, 2012
INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 300-12-11
SUBJECT:  LTP – Conservation Stewardship Program Technical Guidance and Task Deadlines for 2012-1 Sign-up
Purpose:  To disseminate information to the field regarding Conservation Stewardship Program technical documents and relevant deadlines.
Expiration Date:  September 30, 2012
Two technical documents remain posted to the Indiana SharePoint site under Programs-->Programs Documents/Information(CSP Stewardship(Technical Guidance.  These documents have not been changed because the process remains the same.  They are also available under the current sign-up folder as well.
1.  “Conservation Stewardship Program Field Verification Guidance” – steps to verify applicant responses to the CMT

2. “Conservation Stewardship Program Toolkit Guidance”  -- process to develop stewardship plans and maps for CSP 2012-1
Field Verification must be completed prior to CSP Stewardship Plan development.  Both items must be completed by May 4, 2012 to allow for adequate quality assurance review of the stewardship plan case file prior to contract obligation by May 18, 2012.  Please note that these dates have been updated from NB 300-12-20 released on January 18, 2012.  Indiana Deadlines posted to SharePoint include:
· January 27, 2012 - All applications in ProTracts per IB 300-12-10
· March 26, 2012  - CMT completed (to be released with Feb 9th ProTracts Build)
· March 30, 2012 - State Office Preapproval

· April 9, 2012 – Pre-Approval Letters with Initial Payment Rate offer Issued

· May 4, 2012 -  Field verification/stewardship Plan/Map/Request Area QA

· May 18, 2012 – CSP 2012-1 contracts obligated
· May 21, 2012 – State Office Requests/Returns acres from NHQ

· June 15, 2012 – Obligation date if additional acres are received by Indiana

DIST: 0

The Potential Duplicate Payment Reference Tool will be posted with 2012 changes after it is updated.  There are recent postings on the SharePoint of some planning and QA tools.  The enhancement compatibility list will provide planners a checklist of what should not be planned on the same contract on the same land.   There is also a new Activity list for planners with the enhancement points added to provide some indication to the applicants which enhancements would have the larger performance points.
Please direct all program questions related to this bulletin to Teresah P. Caire, Assistant State Conservationist–Farm Bill Programs at 317-295-5820 or MaryJo Woodruff, CSP Specialist 317-295-5811 and all technical questions to Shannon Zezula, State Resource Conservationist at 317-295-5888. 

/s/
JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist
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