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INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 230-12-1
SUBJECT:  EOP – Black History Month

Purpose:  To provide information on Black History Month

Expiration Date:  September 30, 2012
February is National Black History Month, and the 2012 theme "Black Women in American Culture and History”, provides an opportunity to honor the efforts of women of African descent who have played a myriad of roles in helping to shape our nation.  These women of indomitable spirit will have enriched the nation through their leadership, patriotism, intellect and artistic expression from early in the twentieth century to the present day. 
Black History Month originated as Negro History week in 1926 through the leadership of Historian Dr. Carter G. Woodson, founder of the Association for the study of African-American Life and History (ASALH), sought to create an observance to recognize and honor the heritage, accomplishments, and contributions made by African-Americans to American society.

In American History only a few of the many accomplishments of black women are common knowledge.  The prominent and familiar names of Phillis Wheatley, Harriet Tubman, Ida B. Wells and Rosa Parks are widely known for enormous contributions to the black community and America as a whole.  However, as equally important are the contributions of black women who blazed new trails in America and abroad.  
NRCS employees are a very diverse group.  It is diversity that in some respect is our strength.  It is important for all of us to learn about the heritage and culture of the people we work with daily. Through understanding the differences in each culture, we can work together to improve service to our customers and employees.

If you have any questions about Black History Month, please contact Daniel Phillips, NRCS Black Emphasis Program Manager at 317-295-5871 or by email daniel.phillips@in.usda.gov
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JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist
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