The Ohio Division of Forestry Woodland Stewardship Management Plan Template 

- What's in The Template?-

The “Woodland Stewardship Management Plan” (WSMP) was formerly known as a “Forest Stewardship Management Plan”.   The word “Forest” was replaced with “Woodland” based upon the results of research done on how to best reach family woodland owners.    
1.  Plan cover page - this page identifies: 

· The woodland landowner(s) name – Individuals, Trusts, LLC’s

· Required signature of the landowner and date

· Case Number  

· The private forester may not have a case # identical to the Division of Forestry (DOF), but for Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) template WSMP, a DOF case number needs to be assigned to each plan.   The DOF may or may not have a current case file #; the private forester will contact the DOF service forester whose project area includes the county where the woodland is located, to obtain a DOF case file number for entry within the WSMP for this woodland  

· Plan preparer information: 

· Who prepared the plan for the landowner 

· Signature & date of plan preparer 

· Address of plan preparer

· Period of time plan is written for/valid for [a 10-year period that mirrors required timeframe of an Ohio Forest Tax Law (OFTL) plan]

· Status of plan - whether this is a brand new plan or an older plan that is being updated or revised – drop-down menu choices are “new, revised, updated”

2.   The second page is the "Landowner information page":  

· It again lists the landowner, but this time also their contact information 

· Present mailing address

· Phone number (a second line is provided for a cell phone #)

· Case Number (an Ohio Division of Forestry case #, same as cover page) 

· Email address (if available) 

· County location - for the woodland property

· Township/Village/City - that the woodland is located within

· Property Parcel number(s) – space is now provided to list parcel(s)

· Property location – the woodland location; at home mailing address or elsewhere.  This space is available also for brief directions to the property, and to put section number(s) if you wish, and so on.

· This page identifies total property acreage, woodland acreage the plan covers, plus any non-woodland stewardship acreage (i.e. fields, wetlands, non-woodland wildlife management zones, potential tree planting areas, etc.)

· This page identifies the purpose(s) for the plan being prepared - for OFTL, EQIP, Tree Farm, or Other (such as the landowner who just wants a WSMP to guide their stewardship of the property)

· Property longitude & latitude coordinates recorded using WGS 84 decimal degrees, for woodland location on the earth’s surface.  Use access point from a public highway to the woodland when possible (driveway entrance; if not living there, use the routine access point from public road)

· Landowner objectives stated

· Last on this page is "General Forest Description".   Briefly address current forest condition/traits, plus any local and regional resource highlights, or points of interest, as they relate to this forested land.  This section is meant to be a broad overview or “abstract” for the woodland property

· The intent is to keep the Landowner Information Page at one page in length

3.  The third page of the template is where the Woodland (Forest) Map is to be located:  

· This map is required to follow the Ohio Forest Tax Law (OFTL) Program standards for what is included in a forest map.  Per 1501:3-10-04 (A), this map shall include the following:

· Forest boundaries indicated  – on 1) a photocopy of an aerial photo or 2) property plat, or 3) topographic map

· Stands – delineated as to number and acreage

· Physical features – such as roads, streams (or other bodies of water -  ponds, lakes, wetlands), major buildings, powerlines

· Property boundaries (also listed are section lines, survey numbers, and township lines).  Survey numbers (Virginia Military Survey) may not always be available or applicable 

· Township and/or County lines should be shown where they are in close proximity to property or are included with any part of property boundary

· North Arrow

· For OFTL forest map requirements, scale is not included in the map requirements, but if no scale,  it’s an accepted good practice to state such, and if scale exists, to list

4. The fourth page of the template is a second woodland map – a map specifically for woodland improvement and/or tree planting areas 
· The purpose of this required 2nd map is to identify actual woodland improvement and/or tree planting practices you have identified and recommend be conducted at the property, and where the landowner may apply for future EQIP incentive funds.   The map shall include the following:

· Type of activity -  Invasive(s) control, grapevine control, crop tree release, thinning, tree planting

· Specific location of practice – if not the entire stand, delineate the actual portion within the stand that needs treated 

· Acreage estimated for the treatment or planting areas (to nearest acre)

5.   The fifth “page” of the template is the "Woodland Stand Description and  

Management Recommendations" section:

· Note that there will be as many pages as there are unique, individual stands to be described within the WSMP….1 stand means 1 stand description page, 10 stands means 10 of these pages, etc.

· Please note that for each stand, the description is to be kept at one page.

· Information required for every stand:

· Stand  # 

· Stand acres (to nearest whole acre or to nearest tenth….) 

· Dominant species – main tree spp. found within the stand

· Forest type or Dominant Vegetation listed  

· Stand diameter/size class or classes – to give an approximate age category for stand description – seedling, sapling, poletimber, small sawtimber, medium sawtimber, and large sawtimber – or variations within these categories (seedling/sapling, poles/small sawtimber, etc.)  For statewide consistency, standard size class categories [measuring diameter at breast height (DBH)] are set forth as follows:

· Seedling        

12” or longer and less than 1.0” DBH
· Sapling                   
1.0” to 4.9“ DBH
· Poletimber              
5.0” to 10.9” DBH
· Small Sawtimber      
11.0 to 14.9” DBH
· Medium Sawtimber       15.0” to 22.9” DBH
· Large Sawtimber 
23.0 and larger DBH         
· Stocking level – a forester may record either the general stocking categories of understocked, fully stocked, or overstocked or basal area or both.   There is no requirement to have a statistical sample; however what is reported must be representative of the overall stand

· Stand history - notes reported as appropriate for each stand, regarding any past TSI, past harvesting/type of harvesting, pasturing, old-field reversion, no prior management, etc.

· Invasive plants or insects impacting this stand – a new category added, with drop-down menu choices built in for selection

· Topography & Aspect – a general identification of stand land form; choices in a drop down menu include level, nearly level, gently sloping, rolling, draws/ravines, and steep.   A line has been added where you may address slope aspect, or leave blank, as appropriate.
· There is a text box to place notes on present conditions for the landowner to consider.  The idea here is to highlight particular forest health concerns such as invasives (Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Gypsy moth, Ailanthus, etc.), grapevine damage to crop trees, the need to stop grazing, non-silvicultural harvesting impacts, etc.   Here one may also note particular opportunities for the stand

· There is one table to record up to four management recommendations for a stand (unused lines may be deleted; more lines can be added, but please keep in mind a stand description is to be just one page)    

· If a timber harvest is recommended – forester must list a specific silvicultural type of harvest he/she is recommending – there are specific drop-down box choices to be used; these are fixed terms not to be changed

· “Diameter limit”, “select cut” and other non-silvicultural harvest methods may not be recommended harvest methods within the template WSMP 

· A “Comments” section wraps up each stand page: here the forester may add additional comments they find appropriate to finalize their description & recommendations for each individual stand…a means of personalizing the template

6.  The next page after the Stand(s) Description & Management Recommendations page(s) will be the Management Activity Schedule page.  This page outlines the entire 10-year activity schedule for the woodland:

· Year or range of years when a particular management task is suggested (or required, depending upon the purposes for the WSMP)

· “Mgmt. Unit” box - to identify Stand # where this task is to be accomplished

· Acres for task – task acres might be entire stand acres or less than entire stand acres (such as a smaller pocket of invasive plants, grapevines, etc., located within larger stand)   

· Check box for “Required task?” - this box is specific to the OFTL program, but can have use possibly for Tree Farm management plans, or even CAUV plans a private forester may complete for a landowner under EQIP.  For example, the box may be used to emphasize - based on sustainable forestry principles - a precommercial task necessary before conducting a commercial timber harvest   

· For EQIP requirements, the check box for “EQIP Practice” has been removed because when a TSI or tree planting task is recommended for a stand, then it may be considered as a forestry project under EQIP (qualifying practices may vary year to year).   

· Please inform all plan recipients that if you recommend in the WSMP any TSI or tree planting tasks for EQIP consideration, this is to 1) inform the landowner that such practices may be considered for incentive funding under EQIP, and 2) in order for a landowner to apply for EQIP funds for any forestry practice, that practice must be identified in a current WSMP as a necessary forest management activity.    A RECOMMENDATION DOES NOT GUARANTEE LANDOWNER(S) EQIP FUNDS FOR THIS OR OTHER FORESTRY PRACTICES.  Landowners must yet apply with the NRCS for recommended practices in their WSMP, verify that they meet NRCS eligibility requirements, have their applications accepted by NRCS, ranked and scored, and then based upon application scores, compete for available EQIP funds. 

· “Recommendations” text box – This text box is available to provide notes to 1) identify and 2) clarify each task recommended for stands

· Last box where “Whole Property” is listed – here next woodland site visit recommended at least once every five years.  This is requested per USFS stewardship reporting protocol for monitoring activities. ( Five year reviews are considered a “required task” for OFTL landowners) 

· A forester can put in a plan update in ten years, as the WSMP is written for a 10-year period.   EQIP incentives funding, at this point, will allow a plan update for a landowner’s property once every 10 years

6.  Addendums – this section follows the “Management Activity Schedule” page:

· Here are additional general reporting requirements for the template woodland management plan that must be completed by the forester.  The major “Woodland Resource Descriptions” areas are identified for the plan writer; the plan preparer just needs to address each category consistent with the landowner’s objectives 

· These categories, including the general soils information, are required in the template plan to satisfy OFTL, EQIP, USFS, and Tree Farm (ATFS) stewardship management plan reporting requirements

· One last formal category enables access to forestry terms.  The link to “The Dictionary of Forestry”, Society of American Foresters (SAF), is provided for landowners so that they may access this up-to-date dictionary of forestry terms. 

·  The Forestry Terms text, as provided, is to remain fixed for all WSMP’s
· Other items may be added to this addendums section, but are not required parts of the plan.  Some examples of extra addendums that may be useful include a soils map, a topographic map, supporting articles, fact sheets, or bulletins 

· Statistical forest inventory information – information that is not within the template basic requirements – may be placed in the Addendums section as well

7. Please note:  

· Some landowners may plan to submit a copy of this template-format Woodland Stewardship Management Plan (WSMP) to their county auditor, according to their auditor’s reporting requirements for Current Agricultural Use Value (CAUV) and timberlands.   It is the responsibility of the landowner and/or the professional forester who is preparing their WSMP to contact the county auditor directly to verify that the template WSMP meets their auditor’s reporting requirements.

· Under the Ohio Forest Tax Law (OFTL) Program, a private forester must meet the definition of “Professional consulting forester” to prepare a qualifying WSMP for a landowner that is making application to the Division of Forestry for forest land certification.  Per OAC 1501:3-10-01 (AA),  “ ‘Professional consulting forester’ means a person attaining the credential of certified forester as conferred by the Society of American Foresters or a person who is a member of the Association of Consulting Foresters.”
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