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For more information visit the Maryland NRCS Toolkit Web Page:

http://www.md.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/toolkit.html
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I. Install Soil Data Viewer

Installation of Soil Data Viewer 5.0 requires Administrative Privileges –

Ask ITS to install it! 

Outside customers may download Soil Data Viewer 5.0 from the 

Soil Data Viewer Web site: http://soildataviewer.nrcs.usda.gov

Soil Data Viewer is compatible with ArcMap 8.3, 9.0, and 9.1 

(Not with ArcMap 9.2).
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II. The Soils Database

The County Soils Database is located on the Field Office Server under:

F:\FOTG\Section_II 

Store a copy of the database on your workstation under 

C:\Field_Office_Tech_Guide\Section_II (Optional). 

Outside customers may download the soils database and spatial layer 
from the Soil Data Mart Web page:  http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/
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III. Generating Soil Reports

One way to generate soil reports is by double-clicking on the soils 
database: 

A security window pops up before MS Access runs. Click “Open.”
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IV. Generating Non-technical Soils Descriptions

You cannot generate the Map Unit Description Report from Soil Data Viewer.              
You must use the database, Soil Data Mart or Web Soil Survey.

Double-click on the soils database.

A security window pops up before MS Access runs. Click Open.
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Select your Map Unit 
Symbol. To select multiple 
map units, hold the ctrl-key 
and left mouse click. Or, 
click on the Select All
button.

Under Report Name
scroll down and click on 
“Map Unit Description 
(Brief).”

Click on the Select 
Parameters button. 



IV. Generating Non-technical Soils Descriptions  

Click on SOI.

Click the Generate Report button.

Print the report or click on the MS Word 
icon to save the report as a Word document.
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IV. Generating Non-technical Soils Descriptions  
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V. Create Interpretive Soil Maps – Load SDV Toolbar

Load the Soil Data Viewer toolbar.

Click on the View menu.

Select Toolbars>Soil Data Viewer Tools

Dock the “Flower Pot” next to an existing toolbar.
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V. Create Interpretive Soil Maps  

The county soils layer should be added to the view. 

Use the Soils Map and Inventory button to create a Soils Map layer.

Click on the Soil Data Viewer button.

10



V. Create Interpretive Soil Maps  

Toolkit Users should select the Soils Map layer. (Selecting the county soils layer will 
create an interpretive map for the entire county.)

The bottom of the Soil Data Viewer window 
displays the Map Layer and Database. If these are 
not synchronized, a red status patch will appear. 

Click on the browse icon to select a new database.
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V. Create Interpretive Soil Maps  

Expand the Attribute Folders and select your Report Name.

Click the Generate Map button.
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V. Interpretive Soil Maps – Create Permanent Layer

The thematic map displays as a temporary layer in the Table of Contents (TOC).

To create a permanent layer, right-click on the layer name.

Select Data>Export Data
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V. Interpretive Soil Maps – Create Permanent Layer

Click on the browse icon in the Export Data window to specify a name and 
destination for the permanent layer.

Click Yes to add the exported data to your map.
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V. Interpretive Soil Maps – Applying Customizations

The newly added layer does not retain any symbology.

Open the layer properties. Import the symbology from the Soil Data Viewer layer, or 
create your own unique symbology.
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V. Interpretive Soil Maps – Applying Customizations
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When you are satisfied with your new 
interpretive layer, save your work in 
ArcMap.

Create a Map Layout, and then save a 
PDF of your Interpretive Soils Map.

Print a hard copy map for your files.



V. Interpretive Soil Maps – Applying Customizations

Soil Data Viewer uses a fixed symbol palette. Note the symbology assigned to Land 
Capability Class. NRCS historically uses a standardized color rating for this interpretation.

Soil Data Viewer Symbols Traditional NRCS Symbols 
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VI. Soil Data Viewer Reports

Use Soil Data Viewer to Generate a Report.
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VI. Soil Data Viewer Reports
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VI. Soil Data Viewer Reports

The Soil Data Viewer report does not give a break down of the soils by acreage. 

For this information, refer back to the soil_map_out.htm in the Customer File > 
Resource Maps folder.
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VI. Soil Data Viewer Reports

Click on the MS Word icon to save the report a Word document.

Add customizations, such as a column for a specific interpretation. 
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VI. Soil Data Viewer Reports

Use the table below to find the Attribute Folder and Report Name for common 
interpretations.

Additional Soils tables and information are found on the Maryland NRCS Soils Page:

http://www.md.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/soils/soils.html

22

http://www.md.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/soils/soils.html


VII. Questions

Questions ?

For more information visit the Maryland NRCS Toolkit Web Page:

http://www.md.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/toolkit.html
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